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2 Kings 17 -.6-18. Commit to iucîsiiory vs. 16-18. IQd2Kiiugs 16 : to 18 :12.
GOLDEN '£E-XT-The face or tho Lord la against them that do evll.-l Peter 3: 12.

6 In tho ninth year of I,shea the k-ing o!fsy'n
took Sama'ritt,iiad carrlcd ls'raei awtsy i itîto As.sy'la,
and placed thein lu Ha'lahl and i III'bOr 21jy thlO
river of Gozati, and iu tise elties of tise Medes.

7 3 For so it %vas, that the children o! Israel had
sinned agiist the LORD thieir God, -1whiei hand
brouglit thein t pout of the lanid of L'gtpt, froin suider
the hiaîd of Phia'raols Lking of E'gypt, anid Irnd fcssrcd
other gods,

8 And Nvalked lu thse statîstes o! the 5 heathien. -%vhoin
the Lan cast out fr,,'în béfore the chilien o-. ls'rael,
aîîd o! the kings of Il's-tsl, which they 4 hand made.

9 Aîsd the children of Israel did secretiy those
things that ivcre not riglit against the Lotni tli(eirGcd,
aud they built themn lsigh places in ail tiseir ciles,
froua. tise tower o! the watclsuîeu to the ferîceil city.

10 And they set thero up G Images and 7groves in
every hii I Mil, and tsnder c-very green troc;

il =n there ti;ev buri't incense in ail tise high
places, as did the 5 liessthen ivwomn the toits» carried
asvay before tlsem; and %vrouglit wieked tisings t0
provoke tise LORD) to anger:

12 8 For tisey served idols, wvhereof the Loitw lsad
said unto them. Ye shall fot do this thlng.

13 Yet the LORD testilied 9 ngainst Is'rael, and
sagainst Ju'dah, 10 by ail the propiets, and by ail the

seers, aig.Turn ye froîn your evii vas and lceep
mny i'oininandinents and mny sttutes, aceording toail¶
tue law v whlch 1 coininaxîdec yoîsr fatîsers, aîîd w'Jlsih
I sent to you Il by nsy servants the prophiets.

14 NotwitlistandLlig tiîey svould flot hiear, buthard-
cîied their 12 necks, Iike to tue neck of titeir fatisers,
13 that did flot believe l the LOitD tlîeir God.

15 And they rejected his statutes, and lus covenant
thit lie maade witii tlieir fathers, and lus testimonies
wvhich lie testified 9against them ;and they foilowed
vauuity, ansd becaussoe vali,iauîd %vent alter the s hieatien
titat iuere round about theun, conccrning %vhomn the
LORD liad eharged thein, that they should flot do like
thein.

16 And they il leit ail the coniniafldinents of the
Lou tîteir God, and msade tisein moiteis images, .vcss
tivo calve8, and maude 15 a grove, îand %vorslslpped ail
tise host of heaven, and served Baý'i.

17 And they eaused their sons anld their daasghters
to pass clîrougi te lire. anud used diviniationi and et>-
chantincuts. ausd sold themnsei ves to (Io 16 evilin tîse
siglit of the Loiti, to provoke hmi to arsger.

18 Therefore the LORD wafs very angry with Is'raei,
and reinove'! tilein ont of his Siiglit: there i'as »sone
le! t but tihe tribe o! Ju dai only.

Revised 'Version-' unto ; 2 on ; 3.tind it was so, becanso ; 4 OmIit lhad n 'lation)S; Cpiliars , 7Ashcerim
upon; 8 and, 9 unto; lu by the liand o! every prophet. aîsd of every seer: i by tise biaud o! sny servants; 12 nieck;
133Wvio belleved not ; i., orsool, ; l' ais Asheérais ; id that Iwichl was cvii.

THE LESSON EXPLAINE])

T..x&e and Place-Late in 722 B.C., or early l 721
.0. ; Saxnaria, the capital o! Israei.
Connection-God had long before threatened

juldgmezt lipon bis people if they shoulci persist in
sa:(for examplo, Lev.

26 :33; Dent. '20: 36).
Tise time hatd xsow
coine. Tise judgment .

camne tlirougîsI Assyria
and ils ariies; verses
1-I bell c! tise irststages
o! il, v. 5 of tse tsrc
Years'siege of SaMaria, - .-

tise capital.
I. CAiîuciuu CAP- -

TIVIE. - . In the The Assaul

ninth year of Hoshea (kinîg cf Israel> ; six years
af ter Hlezekziai liad become king of Judah. Hoshea
m.eans "lsalvationi," yet lis his reigîs the k-igdon wis

destroyed. The king of Assyria; probuchiy Sargon,
tise successor of Shaimaneser iw'uo began thc siege,
v. 3. Took Samaria. " Samaria 1; says Sargons in
aiu inscription found l the great iibrary rooms 0f ]lis
palace at Khorsabad, "I besicgcd and capturcd;
27,290 of its inhabitants I carried away; flity chariots
I coiiected from themn; the rest 1 ailowved to h-cep
their prcperty. " Carried Israel . . into Assyria;
[rom 1300-60 1.0. tise leading power l the East.
Halalis; probably Siot f ar froua ilabor. Mabor by
(on) the river of Goza.u; a isortiseris tribsstary of
tise Euiîrattes, a littie soUbs O! tic latitude o! A-atioci
ls Syria. Cities of the Tdedes ; a reglous Souths-
westof the Cnspian Seis and lnciudlng the modern
Persia.

Il. J3EcÂusE op DISoBEDIESCE-7; S. For

Israel had slnned. Tiseir sin had ripened ' nto a
terrible hîsrvest. Agaixsst the ]Lord thleir Godi
(read tho ivisoie verse). Wliat black ingratitude It
deseribes I Peared (roverenced aud ivorshipped)

I other gods ; ln spite
of the First Commaud-
Ment. «Walked in

Il «~ ' thse statutes; follow-I cd the (religionîs) euls-
toms and observances.

Ofthe nations (11ev.
Ver.). Part o! Israel's
sixîs assd idolatries ivere

- derived Irons tise na-
__________________tions wlso d«w el t il

)n the City Canuaan wvheos tiîey
taisse to It from Egypt. 'Who= thse Lord cast
out (!rum thuir lanud) ; because o! the very sins Israei
liad iînitatcd, 1ev. IS. 24, 25. And of thse ]dngs
of Israel. Aitotiser part of Isnesl's sins could be
traced to tiseir Jdîîgs, IlieJuroboansii ý1 gs. 12: 28,29),
assd Aisab, 1 Kgs. 16:- 31. (Sec also v. 16.)

9-12. flid secretly. Evil.doens liate ftho liglît,
Jolisi 3: 20. Israel pretendeil to be svorsliipping God,
Nvisile tlscy really worsisipped idols. Noýv !oliows a
iist (if blîcir sis. :Built high places; msouuîds for
sacrifice. God lsad aispalîsted oaa teisspleucssd ouýaltar,
Deut. 12: 1.I. Pro= the tower of the wvatch-
man (a solitary place for keeping guard over floeks
aîîd lierds) to the fonced cities ; as we saigst çay,
ils eouustry aiidtowîî. Setnp pillars (1ev. Ver.);
used lus tie,%vorsisip ofB.%ai. Asherimn(11ev. Ver.);
issages o! tise vile goddcss, Aslstorebh. Burned lu-
cence ; ais embiem of prayer. They served idols;
lîko Jeroboasn's calves. The Lord had se.id (ln


