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" book-spoke the same distinctive truth that it

. ration of belief in its truth, and took the sameé

| profligacy after the Restoration; and the Stato
. Erastianism of the Revolution and its sulse-
} quent polity had left mea to. ¢
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careful exammatxou of the. ﬁ)Ludatmnq af their,
faith, and to a more varnest and loving energy
in its support.

Thus has it been with the Umtcd Church of
Lungland and Ireland. Sowme thirty or forty
years ago her catholic orthiodoxy gave but adim
light. German politicians, Puritan mysticism
and glooin, and Gonevan heresy had driven the
people into worldly scoffing, decont indiffercut-
ism, or individuag! rcligi'ozgism, until to maintaio
that uunion with the -church, and a sincere re-
ception of her primitive doctrine and discipline |
wers “generally nccessary to (at least elect) sal-
vation,” was accounted as the merest povish ig-
norance snd syporstition, True, the DIrayer-

does now, the clergy made the very same decla-

oaths of obedience to its procepts. But that was
not a scrupulous age; the hypocrisy and fana-
ticism of the Great Rebellion; the consequent

. lamentable de-
greo without fixed principles.of any kind; -until
oaths of faith and allegiance, whether to God,
the Church or the Throne, were. regarded as Jit-
tle hetfer ¢han so tuch wasta breath. Men,
therefare; taok the vows of the Pnesthood who
believed the office-a. lie=-thanked God that the
children they had just “baptized had been rege-
nerated with His Hol §pirit, and went out and
declared the doctrine-of Baptlsuxal Rwencrai:oxlx
an .absurdity; —taufrhb the children in their
sehools” that « The Body and- Blood of Christ
gre-verily and indeed taken-and received by the '
faitbful in the Lord’s Supper," aud yet in :\drm-
nistering that. holy s'xcmment treated the sacrcd X
elements uamezre breadand wine and. operly des;
clared thoir. connc’xon that. they were nothing
more; wero vequired when called upoti to ab-
solve. l)eraoqally the sick and dyi ing “from aﬁ
their sins, and yet. sneeringly denounced Lehe
in 'pnestly ‘absoliition ‘as an ignorant m‘.d dg
basing ‘popish eupersuuon' -
Thank God, hoyaover, such’ ut)realxtv, auc
moxally dpbaauxg want of upright . simplicity. i is 4
steadily passing away: and wo slinost hape. to

live to see the'day when upnght men-of exzher- :
| Roman or Génevan; Presbyterian or M ethodistict

tendcnmeg will scorn tq do, that v xolenco loﬂimr
cou?menblous convxcuons'w,luch complx-mce m}h

'Wxxmu people wish to koW ‘e reh;xous "opi-

: questlon

‘the Pyayer-boak and: aubsmptwn-to 1t.s,doctrmes
would require. It was the evidonce which, after
all; the Synod afforded that this gosd tifné' x‘é‘
approaching that cheers our hearts. Noblo i’
spirit and clear in intcllect were the teﬁ,nmomus
“which not a few of the laymen gave; either in,
;their own addresses or their approbatiow of those’
of others, that they miderstood the re'\]m of the
Cluistian Priesthood, and appreciatad i its b}e“scd
functions. The knowledge of the truth, the
whole truth, #as it is.in Jesus,” is, clearly in-
creasing amongst them; While-of the c]ergy the:
ovidence iscontinually widening how w ondmusly
they are returning to thoae seriptural and catbo-
lie verities wluch were onge all but logt amongat
them—of Christ the salvation of the. world,
chiefly in and lkroztgh His Churth, Privst~
hood and Or({manCes, in & word, of t ‘h? cf;urc[!.
as the great sa rament of C'Imst i the worh?
. No longer is it suflicient, with the earngst ,z\nd
the thinking, to say that such doctrirdsare hdd
by Rome; we know it, and réjdicerin ‘the fiet;—
tlxey are our one great hopd, of hot' fututrs, uwe-
neration, since in the gracious proy xdence of
God her fearful superstitions Lave not yet- been
permitted to destroy the vital truths of Crrrsy
in His Church and Iis grace (,hrough IXer
oxdmauces. e “m

The victory is not yet. achieved, ‘bt chiering
are the tokens, assured the promises of .success,
if only we comtinue faithfully, lovingly and
firmly to contend for the Lionour of the' blek«ed
Jesus, tho vitality of His' Bhdt ﬁm hohuea\s o{
Hls membors, and the unﬁulmg truth, &f Hg
promises.. Wl
In concluvxon, Wo are as fulh} &ware as our
re'xders can be, that the churgh” i n8t‘l Chr‘i -
so neither is the a queduct \‘incb comc)s th?
water to the otberwxse perzshm ,c)p.,,;he “,:;tex;;
but as the one conveys the stream of: naturalife,
80 does the other of spiritual ;- for'so dids it besa
ordained to the glory of Lhe Pivinb humkmh)
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m@ to the present \vondrous cquorw:'m‘d tl ho |
- eternal felicity of man’s t;vofold.,nggurg.abo.@j
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njons’ of others this is their * vcry « cdmmoi

But it .certainly doe& notmcone a
common atiawer. *What™ ajn I¥ wh? Tk
‘Protestant.™ says one; I'm s (f‘:;tfxo’hc,‘r Ka\‘s {

:;\xlpﬂrex} nnodxer mil ts.ll ;’m‘x'l shat ’ha“{s‘ e
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