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A DAY OF HUMILINTION AND PRAYLER.

Sinee our last iszue we have beea ealled
upon as 4 community to pause for a brief space
amidst the dutics and engagements of every-
day life, and humble ourselves before the wreat
God of Hleaven and of Earth, The eall we |
corld earnestly hope, has been willinaly com.
plied with by all, for certainly if ever there
was a time a time when it heeame us specially
ta recognize the moat High as the God of Pro.
videnee,—the supreme governor among the
nations, to acknowledue His authority and to
10 geck his forziveness for our multiplied and
ageravated transgressions against kim, the
prés«-nt i3 such a time,  Viewing ourselves as
part and pareel of the Great British Empire,
we have seen one sanguinary war following
another during the past three yeavs,—first the
Russian, then the Persian, then the Chinese,
and now the Indinn,  This last has been
marked by fuatures of a peculiarly sanguinary
charaeter. Its suddenness, its extent, and
especially the atrocities with which it was ac-
comparied, extending not merely to the male
sex, but 1o helpless women and unoffending |
babes, have marked it with features peculiar to
itself. It is true the tide is now turned, the
fury of the tempest has spent itself, the erisis
appears to Le past, and in the capture of
Delhi, and the relief of Lucknow, we have
what we may regard as a pledge of the
speedy suppression of the mutiny. For this
we cannot be too thankful. But etill we are
not to let the event pass,as if it had been a
mere accidental oceurrence, which we may for.
get as soon as it is over.  Undoubtedly we
should look upon it asa dizpensation from God,
intended to rebuke us for our unfaithfulness
and for our many sins God forbid that we .
should, like some of the popish organs iu
Ircland glory in witnessing such a heavy |
Juilgment seut ot our beloved country and na-
tion. But slill we are not to shat our eyes to |
the fact that there lus been on tho part of |
Britain, and especially of those entrusted with
the management of the affairs in Indin, enough
to call down severe judgments fron a righteous
and holy God.

Fora time Christian missions were al solutely
prohibited, while down to the present time
they have been in a great measure discounte-
nanced, and indeed forbidden so far as the
native soldiers were concerned,  The fact
stands recorded that 2 native soldier who liad
been converted to christianity, and had sought
admission to the chiurch by baptism, was ex-
pelled for no fault, but simply his profession of
the christian faith.  Expediency and tempor.
izing neasures have taken the place of steadfust
christian principles, and direct countenanee
even has been given to the idolatries of the
Hindus,  Most righteously then have we been
punishicd for var unfuithfulness, and when we
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i God is rebuking us for our worldliness, our
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constber the whole cirettnstanecs of the ease,
we pay well wender that God shendd have .
exereired co grat forbearanee, and that car
sins huve not sooner called down his righiteous
indivnntion.  Now that the clsteaaont je
inflisted with scverity, yet with many tos,
it hecometh usto humble aurselves b fore Gad,
Confessing our sinsg ax individunls, ns familios, as
churches, as a community, let us depreeate the
displeasare of the Lord, and implore his Spirit
to be abundantly bestowed on all iutrusted
with the management of affuira, that past errors
may be amended, and that decided straight.
forward principles may take the place of that
thnid worldly expedicney which has hitherto
wrnided the conduect of our rulers with reforence
to Jndia.  Ifsuch be pesult, what has hitherto
taken place may fall out rather for the further-
ance of the gospel, and what appeared at first
to be a curse may really turn out to be o bless-
ing,—a blessing both to Britain and to India,

If wediteet our attention to our own position
tn this colony at present, we may find abund.
ant cause also for deep humiliation before God,
Owing to avariety of catises, conunerce isina
state of the greatest depresson. Not a few of |
the wealthiest amongst us have Leen obliged .
to bow befure the storm, while anxicty and
care presson many a breast, and fill many a,
heart with heaviness and trouble,  Here again

haste to be rich, owr forgetfulness of Ilim, and
of our obligations to him.  Worldly men may
exercise their shrowdness and ingenuity in
finding ont causcs to nceount for the present |
position of business matters, Iut it can only |
be satisfactorily accounted for Ly referring it |
to 1im, who contrvols all issues, and in whosef
hand are our times,—our times of prosperity |
and adversity, of joy and sorrow. It well be-
cometh us then to lay these things to heart, to §
acknowledze our guilt before God, and to re- :
turn to him, not feignedly but with our whole |
heart. 1t is wyitten of King Uzzial that “as”
long as he senght the Lord, God made himto :
prosper.”  The-e isareal, an inseparalile con-
nexion between wadliness and  prosperity,—
We have in these days in a great measure lost
sight of thistruth. We have been dreamding
of prosperity apart from an carnest seeking of
God. Now our dreams have been vudely in.
terrupted, and we been made to see and feel
the uncertsinty and vanity of worldly pros-
perity, withont the favour and blessing of God.
Well will it be, if heneeforth we never again
try to separate what God himself has joined
together, but resolve to seek first the kingdom
of God and his rightcousness, believing that
all necessary things will be added to us,
Tloughts like these we trust have been -
ercising many hearts during the late season of ,
humiliation and prayer. Let them be duly
poudered, and et themr exert their proper in- |
fluenee on our future conduct. While grate-
fully ackuowledging the many wmercies which |
we still enjoy, and hopefully trusting God for |
the fulure, Jet us with greater carnestuess than
ever seck Him, and the raaliti #f b rnity
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and of heaven, WS lave bl n Baking time,
God s baen shakong the enrth,  The Llast of
his nostrils has Jevead with the wronn many
ahivhand tonering falie, The lowont found-
atton< of e cocial oditice hace boon shaken,
But blessed be God there are things which cun.
nat be shaken, There is a Kingdom which can.
not be moved. There is o foundation which is
sure and steadfust. and against which the winds
may blow, and the floods rige, and the storm
beat in vain,  Thereis a portion which cannot
be taken away, Thereisa treasury on which
we can «ver draw, and which can never bo
exhausted. Let all build on this tried foundu.
tion. Let all seck this portion. Let all seck
an interest in Christ, and then when the
eleinents themeelves shall be dissolved, they
shall be safe, and shall be the heirs of an inheri
tanee, incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading
in the heavens,

ITOW ARE WE TO OBTAIN A SUPPLY oF

YOUNG MEN FOR THE MINISTRY'?

A short time ago the Zunner of Ulster con-
tained the following statement ;—

* We begto furnish our readers with some
tlatistics ealeulated to impress all parties con-
cerned with the nature and urgency of the
present evisis. In the year 1842, the number
of students whe entered the College through
the Assctubly’s entrance examination cotnmit-
tees amounted to fifty ; in 1862 the number
was reduced to finc ! In tho years 1543, 1844,
and 1845, the numbers were respectively Afty-
three, pifty-one, and Sifty-one; in 1853, 1854,
and 1855, they stood at the diminished figures
of thirteen, twelve, and tuelve, 1t is admitted
on ail hands that from thirty.five to fortly stu-
dents should cuter every year, in order to
maintain a moderately sufficient supply for
vacant pulpitsat home, and for the various
misdions. Home, Forelzn, Jewish, and Colonial 3
whereas the present proportion of entrants is
bolor one-thivd of the requisite number,  The
ftatisties we have farnizhed present, unhappily!
ho improvement for the years 1856 and 1857,

The state of things described above as ex.
Isting in Ircland, is 1ot peeuliar to any one
country or Church,  We helievo at the pre-
sent day, there is almost in all churches a fall-
ing off in the number of prowmising, well edu.
cated young men, who come forward to de-
vete themselves to the work of the ministry,
Itis true we have not had to mourn a decrease
in the number of students. But we should
have had an increase. 'The population of our
country it rapidly increasing; the field is
widening in extent, as well as liecoming white
unto the harvest: the demauds are multiply.
ing, us is evident from the reports brought
before our Home Mission Committee from timo
to time. In these circumstances we should
have had an jucrease,—and the abscnee of any
particular ivercase in the number of devoted,
and properly qualified young men, should at-
tract attention, and excite enquiry, aud lead
to the employment of suitable menns,—espe-
cially prayer to the Lord of the harvest, that
e would thrust out labourcrs iuto the
harvest,

There i3, uo dould, a combination of causes
leadivg to the rosult to wlich we have advart-



