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II''lie Lonidon 'lret S'ociety;' il le wehil kttow,, have orten iaîfeîr a
deiee ilttreet fl alle roi mgillits tcl fane of tlle Colottios, amtd hiave rejîcateri-
t>' oflýrcd L.ilrariee i a grrati>' ntdttcdt utrice Titi'> itowv, fut ilitîvtaîco,
1 tî niriîtd <fl;-r fo-r £L!), b)nok. iiitrilaitsiahy Wortht £21. Mr. 'Mel.
rose iii J1dîitrîrglm, desirnus of tie m-cl(.are cf our peopleo lc, ntfl.rs te bce
onu ,f lArce iterson wha vil 1 entrittîtte £3 îoward tee l.lrncanti
timey> rcdîtcc alte nnuint te bc riec4i b>' alte applicants lu £6.

i'tr. Soîttîtterville wniîes. le te tir. '4eiorose's puait, andi asks ina to
coîteidér ale allaiter, autt if bell Clitirclie or Stations rare founti, hie lfits
2ie douhlbI lie saye, faiît îîuîrsuîts teUl ha got Io conoerate willailMr. Mclfo-
rose. ThIo itîttiîber was liroitiuîîlî' Mllnittcd nti forwvardeîi la IýÀIiîtbîrf;h.

1 su, Sir,
Auromtt 5, 1853.

(ïOat Talc CA.XAOIAà4 àI5E5DBTERIA.1 SiAUAZISE.]

(JNITEI) PRESIIDYTEitI ClIURCI1IiIISTORY.

»Y TItE lttV. bt. rRRRIE, CAtIDOOYIA.

Ilaving ini former comunications traced Clae engin of tho Secession
Churcit and its ntovennte, li the tinte of its unitappy division ini 1747;
and having iseen Che îwo ptartie@, respectively, constituted int distinct
Synode: ani having aise triced tueo risc and progrees of the Relief Citurch
tilt ils erection mbt a Synod,-we propose now ta late a rapid sketch of
tho cîtaracter landi actingî of encli of titeso denominations duning ils
ocparato existence. It i% of hlte imiportane which of tlic Seccasion
donoittinations La tirst consideri, as they may ils said t0 have hati a
simultancous commnencement. But wlîilst ive bave no intention te enter
int ail flic details wlticla rniglit bce titeuglit neceaaary in a fuli narrative,
ani whieit have bocc no wcul brouglît out liy Dr. MeNerrow in hie valua-
ble histnry, we sitall intimet the courtesy of ahat able and respcted
writer iii taint tracing thte pregrea of tite division opposite te that to whieh

lav belongeti, but witit whici ive hll the liappincss of fornting a union: andi
ase liit is theo contrary order t0 hie, il may produco a littie varicty, andi 51
ail events will troc us fremi se close a foilowing of is footltepe, even
althhtigh tlic substntnee of wht we may itring forward on both denomina-
tions muet lie extracta cbicfiy front hie pages.

After te unhappy rupture, the bretitren who wcre willing to milko thte
mwearing or the Buergess Oath a malter of forbearance, rcained foraà
little in Ille Chureit wliere teo Court hall assembleti, but transactd ne
partieiar business. Next day they met for prayer andi conference ; andi
beluo tiîey partd they agrecti titat a day of humiliation aboutit be cli.
serveti by ail their Congregalions, and tChat they sitouiti mccl at Stirling,
Synodicaily, iii tlac monda of June.

This Associate (or Butrgiier) Synoti accordingify helti ils first meceting
i n its separate statu on it i1t Juné, 1747. Mr. James 'Mair, who haid
been motierater liefore the division, opencti the meeting with a sermon
front Tsatiah viii. 17, "lI wiil wait tapon the Lord thant hidcîh lais face front
lite bouse of .Tacol, ami 1 wiil look fer hit." Thera wero thirîcen
niittisters preseit ; ani 'Mr. Fisher cf Glasgow was chosen moticrator.
Part cf t business at tlie andi soma subscquent meetings, hand a refer-
ence te tîto lite <iL%1.iion ; asi a e ho nur cf titis departntent of the
secssiogt, il ouglit te lie incozioncti thiat tey nianifestell an carnest de-
sire for liteling lte brencli itat htall taken place ; and in consequence of
a pelition front Calloway, îiîey agree Il "ta use ail proper mucane for pro-
cuning peaco uponi tue footing of trutit among tueo Lorti's otinisters ani
peola wions lite htall dividect in his just dispicasure."1 They aiso Sp.
paitited a day ot humtîiliation te bco bserveti, oe accouant cf lte tnournful
rupture wii ati taken place in the Associato Syneti.

But the malter cf chief imtportance tvas the renewai, andi followving
oul, new annta subseqîtent meetings, of an appointtnent te preparo a
enaîclcîtec expositiottc or llVWstmtinster Asacnîbiy's Sitortcr Cea-
chtient. A committce wis appeinteti for titis purpese, andi tho exposition
of thte whoie Catcii was at length eotpleted. But te give it harmony
cf style, ami o'lier finishing stroke,«, the witoie %vas committeti for re-
visai te Mr. Fisher, whoe ineed, hall the principal hanti ini its composi-
tion, and by whem it was soon brought ta that ate in which it
Waal pubiished. Since that petiot] it ltas been commonly designateti
.I'ister's Catechism. It is a most valuable work-presenia to vt a.

cotte scriptural illustrations of ail the answcr3 in thtt admirable epilomoc
of divine îrîîth, witlî wlîieh tho dietingti9icîl D>ivinîes of tlic sventeentît
crtttury wereciv etaid, îtarottglî grace, ta enrici the lrcsbytcriait Churcit.

'litis lent of file Seccasion being witlîuî a Professer or Theoiogy, aite
flac Roy. Alexanîder Ifoncrieff having gone wiîlî ta olther part>', de-
volved thte charge of their atudents on lthe 11ev. Fbenezer imnkino In the
îtcteaîittt. le ne ie wras fîtr advancedi iti life, it was consiîlred onty a
t.tîtîuor.:îry aîîteoitttncîtt, andi tho Synoti rerpiuecl itis soitîin.iaw, Itr.
Fisher, ta diret hie attentiont te titis subjeet, wiîh the view of choosing
ftilti, it a short finite, te uttdcrîake titis oflico permanecntl>.

As early as lte year 17.18, the Ilurghcr Associate Synoti hall a môve-
motnt rnmong thite Io enlarge tita Isalmody. Woir mention the facet as an
evideutea cf îheir frec'ottt, lu nome measure, even et this pcriod, frotta
tlit tpecics of prejud(ico against singing an>' thing bosides the Paldns cf
David, witict pîrcvailed ifli tafter division cf tito Secession ainwoitheii
whoie tinte cf ils nepseate existence. It was long belore the paraphtrases,
utually printeti along wiîiî Cte mette Piaila in Scotch editions of tho
Seriptures, wcre sung in Secesision Cherchait. For thes. bcbng Imn
composition, il was centidered unwarrantable, if net sinful, te aise te
andi il laas teougit neressary to confine ltae exereisle cf pralse ta the
ntro version cf the Psalme, which being peritapu as literaI ài the pro..e
translation, wae considereti scriptural language. Thto proposait rererraul
te proceedeti ittdecd on the general principle, Chat the public praise
sabouit ho conducted in scriptural cxpressiotts. Hrene0 witilst t1s4 Pro.
posai of an enlargement cf the Psalmcdy vrill madie, it wss not intendeel
ta inîroduce hymne andi pairaphrases, witich althotagb exprossing notiting
but alcriptînre settitncnts, wore uninspireti ; bunt it was t0 select seripture
songe, andi set thoîn te music in tito same mntncr as Cho Pealats ame
employeti.

WCo have always thougitt, that if we May' pray ln eUT owa language,
WC May' aise priaise Cod le w0rtis of our own, wbicit though net tihe
langitageocf cripture, are founti te caincide entirel>' in sentiment. But
in Scotlanti, among serieus persens, it was long andi extensively thought
that tho Bock cf Psaims was int--nded b>' Gcd te hoe lai tho Churcb,
fur the exorcise of priaise, to lte exclusion cf ever>' titing elis. T o mre
extent titis optinion prevails stili, bethin l Scotianti and i Choii Unitedi
States.

The proposai in te Associate Synoti seems te have arisen frotra theit
knewlcdge cf tho poctical genies cf tho celebrateti Ralph Erakine, oe
of titcir ininisters, tvho bas been extensivel>' known front Chat perioti to
tItis as lte wniter of thte Gospel Sonnets. Accordingly, tihe instructions cf
Synoti were given te titis pieus andi distinguisitet minister te prepare a
translatiott cf secripture songe, exclusive cf tite Patin, in flie maIre coin-
monly useti in praisa. Mr. Enakine set bimaeif te titis work, andi sc f ar
eontploet il as te have tho witoie Writîen le short hanti. But hit death
took place beforu his productions were traîiscribed, and aititougit the>'
wcre afterwards publisitet as part cf bais worke, the>' were neyer unae-
tioneti by tite Synod, or brought int use le tite Churcit.

At titis perioti, tee, thie Syaod agreed te revive sn elti practice of whe t
was calied privy-censurel, whieh conslsted. in a minute enquiry as te the
manner ln whieb. tho various religious, duties wcreperformcd, ia order te
admittister reproof andi admonition for ncgiecting and eneoteatgement te
prosecte tlic pat cf duîy. Wiîh titis vicw tite difl'ercnt Presbyteries
werc enjoineti te preparo questions te bce propoecd on sueit occasion.
'l'he Syneti at length agreeti on fourteen questions te bie put te eiders,
and ont no test titan twenty.seven ta be Put te ministers. It is unneces-
sary te introduce these bore, as it weuld oeeupy too large a space. But
il ntay lie remarked titat tite> are vcry particualar anti solen, anti boer
diractl>' on Chose duties, publie, private, and secret, whicla are incuatlent
ce ail menthers cf tite Clturch, andi especiali>' on office-bearers ; anti
tîtat îiîey wcre caleulateti te rentinti Chose te witom the>' wero put cf the
rasponsibulities the> wero untier te la>' tlienteelies out for the glor>' cf
Geti, and the presperit>' cf hais Churcit. The questions arc suficiantl>'
minute and partieular. But the>' serve te exhibit tict higit standard cf
christian attainament andi practice witict was expecte in leministers andi
eIders at Chat perioti, and which with littie exception sitouiti b. cou.-
sidereti as applicable at ait times; andi tite> afford tente satisfactor>' eve-
dence cf thte scriptural puni>' cf churcit mentbership lantitis dénaominatioa

.l. 1%». 'Tl-. .-. 1. - attelle. for -Which we woold tefiai sa


