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he foliowing context-" This command-
ment have 1 rec'2ived of rny Father." For
in this latter sentcnce thcre is an argument
directly opposed to the orthodox teaching.
What nced was thcre to bring in the AI-
mighty Father as giving I-Iirn this powver
if it existcd in H-irn aircady, of ne'essity ?
Evidently there is room, for further inves-
tigaticn, indecd suchi additional examina-
tion is invited by this latter expression.

If Jesus received I-is call, from the
Holy Ghost, i. e., from, God, to testify to
the truth tili the Jews should destroy His
life, is it not certain that if He ceased to be
led by the Spirit in this thing that ail danger
of martyrdom wvould then have ceased ?
So, in this senise, He had poiver to Iay
down I-is life or to refrain from, so doing.
The wvhole expression then-if this viewv
of the matter be taken-simply afflrmed
I-is voluntary obedience to the Holy
Ghost. There wvas no compelling force
upon Him. If he should cease to be led
absolutely by the Spirit then wvould ail
persecution cease, and no martyr's death
would be before Him.

In this He is exactly on a par wvith ail
His foliowers-the first born amongst
many brethren. For we, who, in obeying
the Holy Ghost awaken the opposition,
the persecuting spirit of re1igibnists' have
power to stop ail such persecutions any
mnomnt we choose. Should wve, for ex-
ample, as editor of the EXI'OSITO1, ivrite
and publish an article expressing even
doubt concerning the correctness of our
former teachings, how suddenly would ail
antagonism. be withdrawn, and if ve follow-
cd it up with decided action along the
orthodox lines, howv soon would 've be wel-
coinèd back t'.o more than former cordial
treatment 1Dy those Svho now oppose ! In
this respect we have power to continue the
antagonism, yea, to continually increase
it, and n e have power te end it.

But what about the expression, " to take
it again." Does flot this distinctly allude
to his resui-rection ? Well, granted that it
cloes-although to, us the allusion is by no

means a matter of course -then it must
refer to H-is ability to carry out a distinct
personal revelation of God to I-imi just ais
any of his followers mnay do. If for cx-
ample, it wvas a distinct revelatioti to 1l-n
tliat, if obedient, lie wotild bc put to death
by the Jcws anid then bc raiscd fromi the
dead the third day, this even inust bc coi -
tingent on I-Iis distinct, absolutc obedicuce
to thc Holy Spirit. That I-e s'hould pro-
dlaim, thc prophesy concerning I-Iimnself
wvas part of the ncce.s:iry obedience which
wvas to result in His resurrection this
comimandrnent, i. e., revelationi I-e rccuv-
cd fromn God just as we rceive our (le-
finite revelations froun God.

Once wve wverc calleci upon to publicly
state that the %vork of a certain Americani
evangclist wvas donc, as far as, Canada w~as
conccrnied. Noiv tliis commandmnent "'e
received from God, exactly after the pat-
tern of Christ receiving I-is revelation, that
is, if He is our exampie. But we had the
power to disobey, just as Jesus had. We
hiad absolutely nothing to do with the
wvhole matter but simple obediecec. And
just as God made good the utterance of
J esus so He made good our titterance.

In this exegesis of ttic passage wc make
it fully harmonize with the teachings of
Christ as a whole, and so the incident bc-
comes freighted with helpful lessons, a real
tonic to our faith.

We wvrite this àrticle in the city of Lon-
don wvhither we have corne in obedience to
the distinct revelation of the Spirit. Nowv
we had power to nuIify this revelation by
want of perfect obedience. But as wvc have
no definite intimation as to, the ultimate
object of our visit we simply leave it to
our Master to vindicatt the %visdoin of our
act in comning. Stili wve can say, like our
Master before us, concerning this and every
direct intimation of the wvil1 of God-" I
have power to Iay it dowvn and I have
power to take it up again, ttiis coriunand-
ment have I received of my Fathier."
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