
àTHE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

DISCOURAGLNG CIIILOir.EN.
It is.-orneivherc relatcd, Vinat a poor soldier lîaving-

had bis itkîî1l rracturcd, wvas told by the doctor thai
bis brains we're visible. " l)o write to ftither," lie re
plied, "«and tell hini of it, for lie alwvays sala I bi no
brains."1 Howv îany f9thers and iothers te~ll tiejii
childerai çnch tlîings,. and liowv orteil docs snc a rcînark
contribute not a littie to preveat any developinent of'
bîiîin. A grown-tup person tells a child lie is brainless.
or foolislî, or a blockhead, or that lie is deficient iii
smc nientat or moral faculty, and iniiainie cases ont of
teln the statenient is believed ; or if neofully believeci.
the tiionlît that it xuay bo partially so,1 acts lll<e ail
incubîts to reprcSs thc confide2nce and einorgies of that
chîld. Let aiîy periýoiî louki back tu elbillouul's, dlays.
and lie c.în doublîtns recall înany m.ord.',iuîderesoî
whiclh exerted sncib a dIiz:conra*gitig or éticouraging
influence oyer 1dmS su to U.ll upoibiswliole futur(
course of' lit*e.

WVe knuwau amnbitionîs boy, ivho, at ton ycars, liait
becoîne so deprcssed with fault-finding and reproof.
not ditly nîinglcd with euicotiraging wvords, that even
nt that early age lie carincsty longed death to take
hirn out of the world, iii whicli lic conceived hc liai no
abilities In rice. Bat wlîile ail titus appe.ared so darhk
arounîl liiîî, andie o ad wo ortexil becil tld of' faultý
and dcllciences that lie seemil to Mîin self the dullest
and Word of' boys; and while noue olf bib gond quali-
tics or cap:mbilities tond beuiu iîîcîîtiuned, -lui lie buliev-
cd lie liai uinc,aý igle wourd ut' praise and appreciation
carce.s.,Iy droppud in ]lis hicaring, changeal lis %luolc
cour:se of thuagut. Wu have oftea lueard.lîimn say that
"that 1% ord saved hiui. The nmoment lie thongbý,t lie

conlil do ivell, lic resolved that lit! .%ould"-audelic lia,,
*'n-lc vvLli. Parenîts, tipsé are important corisider-
mieins. Surnetilînes encourage yuuri thildrcn vvithont
an if. Do not ahvays tolt thcni thecy cati ho good, if
thcy ivill de) thus or -o. Sormethnes tull theni they cati
and tlîey will do wedl, andl that there is nothing to
hindcr tlîin.-Jd)ier. .Rgriculturist. 0

S.i FitAseî;sco.-Tliis isprobably the f astest towni

svounen, horses, dngs, caf s, anil rats-Lucrec arc 100,000
rats for every liunn being--are rnnniug up tlîe Street
and doivi the Street zig if a battalion of devils were
after tlueu. A horse tnd art raover aimn, sutd the
driver do&t even stop to se the resnlt. A pile driver
smashes a nmai's foot to ajelly, lie isjerked out, and
the pile driver wvotld smash aupthcr the ncxt minute if
an opportunitv ol1 ý (1, for its progrcss will nlot bo ar-
rcsted a moment of time. 1f you Nwcre crossing at the
intersection of tivo streets the chances arc ton to one
but wlist yoil are rusn over by at least four somcethings
Evcry thing isdole inaliurry. Thcy buy, sel, nîarry.
andl divorce #j5 a hurry. There are six hundred ai-,
vorce cases now awvaifing the decision of the Legisla-
turc.

The stores, places of amusements, and resort are the
most beautiftil aud superb I ever &%N or imagined.
One windowv of ajoiwel lerysstore contains more valuable
ornaments thani vrotld buy any Washîington St. sliop
ont Sanff-boxes $1,000, iwatchles $4,000, goblets $5,
000, cane hcads $600,,tud so on. Thiere is a drugstore
one beautiful assorted mass of gold, slivcr, glass aud
-marbie ; gold, silver, and peari spatulas, with. a gate
stands.

Mantuamakcrsbave waxedl iodels reprosenting the
most bcautiful and voluptuous women, dresscd ini the
most costly snd magnificent manner so perfect tîxat,
five feet Oi, you coulil ot tel them frow MOUeS wiith
bl ood coursing througlî their bodies. Gold dollars arc
tbrowva into a wvindow as something te bo looked at
sirnply. I think 1 saw about bal£ a peck in one in-
dow.

À dentîst bua for a sign au immoms coral tooth,

looking as if it linil bies extracted fromn the gîîm of a
Titian. A hatter had twcuty or thirty elegant lia

-;mpoilded in the street before tlîe door. mnerely tq in-
ilica~te iat cati bu prodîîaced within. Therc they imust
reman ntiait they geL rusty, %vhen thecir places xnust bie
£11 led by otliers.- Wfas/iington Sentinel.

TRE DECIMAL SYSTEU:
ITS NATURE, PIiESENT POSITION, &C.

An important reformi prüllozes so to improve the sub-
division of' our CoinsQ, %Veiglits, andl Mensures, as thîat
every ton) of a lower denozifflation shall ho equal to
oae of the next highoer.

The consequence of titis wvould be that; our Arithme.
tic uoijld bu very nmîuch siniplified, .adnîight be taighit
in about ohe-fourtli cX the tinie niow reqîîired for tlmat
paîrriusc. Aund tîtus lthe children of the poorer classes
iîîsteadl of acquiriag but a sulattcring of nrithmcti,
insifliciont for coinfortable aud ready calculatios in,
ordinary transactions, or ini those situationiswhich thi-y
wvould othcerwise lie fitted for, îaighit, nder the ncw
,zysteîn, bcconic pcrfc'ctly f*lllualiarti %itli tjie needed
Arithînctie. li keeping books and accouats, as %vell
.as in inaking calcalations, a great saving of tilue and
labor wvould bc etI'ccted; and uil classes would ho great
ly becfited by the introduction or the simpler decimat
s;ysteni.

For, wcre flint system adoptedl, ai our compound
and coniplcated rites and tables, onr conipond ad.
ditions nad multiplications, Our compoîînd proport;ons.
reduction, and practice, wvhicli now perplex the un-
lca-riedl, and are so toilions even to the educated and
tu men of bitsines,-woiilt bc ail swvept awvay, a-R no
longer nceskary; and the calculations of ordiaary
linass bu reducuil to tVie c 'niion andl fundanieatal
rule of simple addition, subtraction, and maultiplicati-
on, or dfivision.

For CoXample.-Lct any one, tinder the present
system ,calcuîlate the pnecu of 23 animnais at £7 9ls 9id.
each, and it %wlll bp roundi thât the ansiver costs soute
trouble sud liability to error. But, if our uxonios of
account %were decinaYtzed, and there wiere ten farih-
ings in thec penny, teua pence ln the shilling. aud ten
shillings in the pouind-the wvhole would bo a matter
of multiplication, thus

Multiply by
fi fi 91i

23

23973
15982

and the answer £1837-93 or £183 7s 94d.
Or suppose we buy 7 qrs. 9lbs. 3 oz.,. nt £3 7s 7i.
per oz. Lot any one calcudate the cost by the present
compound systei, and thon compare Uic operatioa
with tha t under thc decimal systéin,viz-

£3 7 7 1
G93

11313
22739

26397

£2990'4,0-3 or £2990 4&. OQd
and lie wiIl sec that wbat ia a tedious or compoiud
calculation, under the one systcm, becomes a mat4d
ofsimple multiplication under the other.

Thougli mach te be dcsired, thon, for. ont Weigbt's
anal measures also. as well as for our coins--it us pro
poscd. for the present, te confine the Ileformn to'ttfrdccimalizing of our monby acconnts, as émbraciflg tiu
largest portion of our ordinary calculàtions i buttlîà
wil I no donbt soon' ho folloNwed'by lis application tf0
our wieiglits andl mensures, wvhes eàperienée ShflhU10
shownits great advant.ages.


