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Work for April-May.

*“Fhese are the times which try men's” backs. The hurry
wd hard work of the Canadian farm are fairly upon us.
Those farmers who have vead and profited by our advice
to have all thmgs ready and in order, will sail into their
work this month in tine <tyle, keeping fairly ahead, and
not giving thewr work a chance to crowd them. On the
contrary, Mr. Never-Ready finds at the last minute that
his ploughs e rsty or hrokeh, his harrows minus their
teeth, ns horses sickly and weak, and his work crowding
him on every hand.  He makes frantic etforts to get even,
and vows that next spring shall find every peg in its place;
but it will not be so, for it is not in him to do it.  He be-
longs to the class winch does not read.  He hates to have
his memory jogged by pestilent *book-farmers,” about the
thousand and ene things which he onght to have done but
has left undune.  Su ke will run through the inevitable
samut of dubt, mort raze, foreclosure, and begmnmng life
agam,

As we wnite i this second week of April, along spell of
gemal weather has done wonders in dispelling forebodings
of o late spung.  Not, considering the almost unprece.
dented amount of suow, can there be said to have oceurred
the amount of damage from ireshets that we anticipated
last mohth.  The losses from this source have been greater
than usual, bat still not so much 8o as uught reasonably
have been dreadud.  However, we must not flatter our-
selves that we have dune with frost and snow for good.

tefore this reaches vur readers, we may be growling again
abuut the lateness of spring.

No matter how well-prepared the furmer s, there wall
be plenty to do on wet days, and days when 1t 18 too wet
underfoot to allow the teams to be on the land.  Harness
wan be gome ova and wild, implements cleaned and oiled
wath putioleiai, both the wount and tron parts , axes, hoes,
and spades can be ground ; surface water let off by cutting
ditehes; fences and gates repaived;; seed potatoes sorted;
under-limng can be dutie, and many other things which
wall Lot thuansdies to the farmer who 18 anxious to
get ahead of lus work,

Luropean ropurts seem to andicate that the wheat has
winterad well, and, sv far, American reports have a favor-
able tenor.  This means, unless war or an unfavorable
scasunt should ocenir, low prices for wheat,  We again
direct our readers’ attention to the growmg of barley,
which, with the rapdly -mreasing demand for the best
qualities in the United States, can searcely bo overpro-
daced here. The best grades will always be in request,
amd vur farics can giow the best on the contiment.

The necessity tor using good seed, and taking pams to
cleanse 1t from wnpurty, 1s now recogmzed. Whle the
soil is 00 wet to Ve worked is a good opportunity for a
linal touching up of the seed. Do not go on the land be-
fure it 13 fit to be worhed. By ploughing 1t m too wet a
state, damage may be done, the effects of wiich will be felt
for years.  Those who fall-ploughed ther land antended
for pring crops, wall now tind the benefit of 1t.  Tharland
after its exposure to the frosts of winter will be in 2 work-
able condition much sooner than that which was not fall-
ploughed.

Blfore sut g, sved wheat should be steeped for several
hours i a strong pickle made by dissolving a peck of strong
coarse salt in 20 gallons of water, and adding thereto ono
pound of sulphiate of copper (blue vitriol). This destroys
the spores of smat which may cxist on tho sced.  Sceds
which float on the surtace of the prckle should be destroyed.

In seeding clover, experience hias shown that sowing on
e Iast of the snow is a successful way. The sced finds
its way to the ground and the light frosts of carly spring
work it .\s soon as the ground is settled, an appli-
cation of about 150 pounds of gypsum to the acre, will
promote a rapid growth and protect it srom carly drouth,
Clover does better wath barley than with oats, as thelatter
1 apt to lodge and smother the young plants. Ten to fif-

teen pounds per acre, the latter preferably, is the usual
amount sown.

For barley, the land can not be made tou finc. The
crop should be got in as carly as possible, but 1t will be
better to wait till the land is in first-class condition,rather
than to hustle it in hurricdly. Roll when it is about two
inches high. )

Oats can be sown on a wetter soil than barley, and will
succeed better, and so do peas, than that gran on newly-
turned sod.

Potatoes require large quantitics of tme, well-rotted
manure, well mixed with the soil. Ilarrow as soon as
weeds appear,  Look sharply after the Colorado beetle,
and hand-pick them before they can multiply themselves,

*aris green, mixed with water, 1 effectual agamst these
pests, but we are not prepared to recommend 1ts use, ea.
cept where great care is used.

Give old pastures a top-dressing of good farm-yard man.
ure, or a liberal dressing of bone-dust.  Seatter seuls over
tho thin places, and harrow over the whole surface.

Do not turn out stock to pasture too early. By domg
80, both stock and pasture may be damaged seriously, It
will be bettor to wait till there is a good bite and the sl
has become firm.

The horses and working oxen, whose time of tribulation
has come, should now be fed in proportion to the work ex-
pected from them. If any mustakes are made in feeding
them, let them be on the side of liberality rather than
cconomy. Above all feed them regularly, and then the
animals themselves will let you know when your help has
neglected to supply them with their usual allowance, See
that the harness fits the horses and is soft and pliable, so
that their flesh will not be galled, and they crippled for
the season.

In-coming cows should be separated from the rest of the
herd and well treated.  Their food should be Iiteind wnd
of a sloppy nature. Treat the calves kindly. Gave them
a warm house and plenty of milk. The same will apply

to sheep and lambs, and to farrowing sows) It lice arel

found to trouble stock, apply some of the remedies men-
tioned i last month's 1ssuc. Tho lugh price of pork wall
cause more farmers to direct their attention to swine-
breeding. Let them chooso well-bred swine, and not mind
paymng a good price for a pair of Berkshires, Chester-wintes
or whatever breed their fancy may choose.

In the orchard there will be grafting to be done. The
scions must be cut before the buds begin to swell, and
packed away 1n sand t1ll wanted, as directed last month.
When the buds are swelling is the night time to grait,
The stone fruits will be ready first. In planting trees,
make the hole large enough sv that the routs will not e
cramped, and do not set them deeper than they were m
the nursery row. Wash the trunks of the orchard trees
with soft soapsuds or lye, to destroy inscets’ eggs.

The vegetablo garden will call forsteady work. Nearly
all the garden staff should be sown thus month. Beets,
peas, onions, and parsnips wall stand consuterabie frost and
may be sown as soon as the ground 18 1n condition.

Currant cuttings may be planted tnrows two fectapart
and six inches in the row. Raspberries and blackberries
should also be set out as soon as the ground is dry. Grape
cuttings should be planted in rows, eighteen mches apart,
and four inches in the row.  Strawberries want settimg out
as s00n as the soil is fit.  Newly-planted beds should not
bo allowed to bear first year.  Get ready plenty of muleh
for use before dry weather comes.

If you have several hired hands, do not attempt to do
too much work yoursclf. It isobvious that, unless the
farmer bo an extraordinarily vigorous man, ke canunot do
as much manual labor as his help, and, m additaon, super-
intend and plan his work. A judicious man will see where
his presence and example wall infuse life into the exertions
of hishelp. He will reserve himself for an emergency,
and, meanwhile, ¢an employ lus own tuns more profitably
than in the heavier labors of the farm,

Breeding Horses for England.

The recent decreeof tho German Governinent prohibitang
tho exportation of horses from the Empure, thungh sup-
posed to be directed aganst France, w reality wall operate
more strongly against Eungland. Tho latter country for
many years has imported large numnbers of carriage,

draught, and cavalry horses from Germany. Ono of the
sporting papers states that threo-fourths of the horsos in
London have been imported from Germany. The English
Papers are beginning to enquire what they shall do about
it, asnot only does England want horses, but France is
trying to get 10,000, and Spain 5,000.

In the year 1873, 17,822 horses were imported into Eng-
land, of the value of £585,568. This would make the
average value of each animal to be 8165, At this price,
horses cannot be bred profitably in England, except in
seetions where the land 1s very cheap, and unfit for other
purposes,

Wo do not see why Dominion farmers should not direct
their attention to rawsing horses for the English market.
The difiiculties of tranmt now-a.daysarclight and decreas-
mg. The shutting-off of the principal source of supply
will raise tho prico indefinitely. At $S165, the present
average price, good serviceable carniage and dranght horses
could he bred here and transported to England, leaving a
handsome margin of profit. We commend the subject to
the attention of our farmers.

A Bermudian on Canadian Farming,

Any one who wants to buy a farm in the Bermudas can
get one cheap by addressing one William Carr there, At
least that is the impression we get from a column and a
hali of abuse of Canadian farming in the Mark Lane Ex-
press, over that signature.

The writer states that he was asked whether ho would
advise a young Englishman with two or three thousand
prunds to come ont to Canada to farm.  As an answer, he
aites two or three instances of unsuccessful farming in
Quebee, and a case of a once ““ fast captain ” who came to
New Brunswick with £7,000, and is peddling note paper
and lollipops for a living. These cases, he argues, prove
that Canada is the worst place on earth, except to lose
money in.

He winds up by saying that he spont the closing months
,uf last year n Nova Scotua, and that ** no greater contrast

[can be imagined than between Nova Scotia and these beauns
f tiful Bermudian Islands, where frost and snow is never
feern by any native who is untravelled ; and where bananas,
%mncc trees, palms, and India-rubber trees takes the place
of the pine and the birch.” And he might have added
“ where yellow fever and miasmatic discases of all kinds
are constant guests ; and where pestilences are go rife that
the British garrison has had to be removed more than once
to save it from annihilation, to that very Nova Scotia
which suits him so badly.”

YTt is true enough that some young Englishmen come out
Ihere and fail to succced. It is also true that many
ynung Englishmen come here and do succeed. Those who
‘!‘nil, generally do so beeause they persist in locking up all
their available capital in improvements which will not pay
zthcir cost in a generation,

Canada is not the only place where some young English-
'mcn fail to suceced. Thero is not a scction of the globe
where there are not young Englishmen who have failed to
suceced —and nowhere are they so plentiful as in England
itself.

“‘ Fast captains™ are the last persons to succeed as
eolonists ; and had our New Brunswick lollipop-peddling
“Fast Captain ™ cast his lot in that Tophet in mid-Atlan.
tiv, which the Express correspondent cracks up so highly,
he would assuredly have lost his lifo as well as his £7,000.

PLEVRO-PNEGMONIA was unknown among Australian
cattle until 1858, A Mr. Boadle then arrived in Victoria
with acow which he had brought out from England. Soon
after her arrival she was found to be suffering from pleuro-
pncumonia.  Vigorous cfforts were made to stamp out the
discase. A subscription was raised, large cnough to pay
for all Boadle’s cattle, which were destroyed. The greed
of a ueighbor, however, rendered all the precautions
nugatery, Ie put some of his cattle in the infected
paddocks, and tho discase was spread throughout the
colonics,  Few persons arrivo at the dignity of having cost
so much money as this to us namcless Antipodean. Mo
13 probably the most expensivo of all the tough subjccts
wiho have gone, or havo been taken to Australia. It is
estunated that, since 1858, 1,750,000 head of cattle, ferty
per cent, of the whole number, valued at eight millions
sterling, have died of the diseaso.




