
NovEL RE)ING--FIFTEFN REASONS AGAINST IT. lti

te dead that are carried forth ? The rich man and his wife. Are
icy now olýjeîS of envy ? A rc any of those who wulid have gladly
chtanged conditions wvith thet a few weeks silice, ready tnov to

ake the exchange ? Alas ! the wealth which appeared so inviting
.s foi thei lost its lustre, and wlhat is its value if it culid not pur-
inse a reprieve fron fite grave ? Seek not for riches. It is an un-
rtain and ai ittreal possession. Il soon ciantges iands, and if it
es not w an lite heart froi Gcd an leaen, it at least furnisies
qualification for tlie higher and holier enjoymienits of a butter

ord.-Phil. Plsb¡tyerian.

OVEL READING.-FIFTEEN REASONS AGAINST IT.

1. Those who write novels. espeeially the popular novels of our day,
e known t b> lax in printciple, anttd loose in life. As is the tice, so
e fruit. ' Do men gather grapus of thorts, or figs of thistles?'
lt of the abndance of the ieart the nouth speaket h.'

if any good there be in novels, there is no good which can not bc
lained elsewhere.
3. Their general tendency 's to evil. They often present virtue and

ce in false colours.
4. Novel readin.g is a wicked was!e of lime ; which should be em-
oVed in fite acquisition of utsefu ktowledge. Precious htous, more
· elons tian rubies, whici God hlas giveni for noble and ioly purpo-

are wasted ln ministering to the morbid appetite of a depraved
art. Wiill not he wlho has thus squaitdered time,

& That stuitrthat tife is made or,
Andi whichi wieni lost is niever los;t ajlone,
tecause itcarries solS upon it wi S,'

ourn at the last, whein lis flesi and his body are consumed, and say,
o%' iave I iateid instruction, andi my iurt despied reproof ?'
5. Tlieir cost, is another objectiit. True, very maty works of
lion nid romance are put at a low price-hut the cost of thtese,
ring a liftimtïe, amoutnts Io a large sun. Aliss W. paid $70. it onte
ai, for novels, inc('Ihliig the fasini plate magaines, Godev, Graham,
arper, &c. And whose noney was this, expetded to gratiry a viti-
Id taste ? hers or God's ? 'Ye are bought wit a price'
Is tiis laying up treasure in ieaven, with God's motney ? or heaping
fuel to feed the fIlame of imitortal woe ? Beware, novel reader,
wAmE !
6. Novel readintg begets a vain, volatile, triJling, frivolous miud.
e not inost habitual readers of fictitious works, exeussively fond of
y and expensive eloting--external decorations, ornaients of jew-

of' gold, pearis, and costly array,' which God lias strictly for-
den ?

"Tie iiagination becones wild and extravagant, like a ship in a
rm without comxpass or helin. A di::torted imagination uttfits hu-


