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not & partial, but an exhaustive stateraent. It gives the whole object of
Christ’s incarnation and mission. It is not to this end among other ends,
for this cause among other causes, but ¢ to this end and for this caunse”
—as if, 50 stated, the account was complete. A kind of effect is felt here
of an infinite energy and fetoh in Christ’s conception. I do not wish to
be understood that some other mode of conception, different from this,
would not have been equelly frne. Christ's mission is certainly desoribed
by Scripture in other terms than the terms here employed. What I
maintain is that,"ander this particular uspect, Christ meant to present,
and presented, the whole object of his earthly mission. I} wastrue, and
it was sufficient to say that.all He came here for was on behalf of the
truth, to bear witness to it. He came in the interest and behoof of or-
thodoxy.

‘ 8. But again. It was not enough that Christ should bear witness
to the truth himself. The Holy Spirit’s work may be said to be the
same. The Holy Spirit also came to lead men into the truth. He is call-
ed emphatically the Spirit ¢f Truth. He is here among us to convince
the world of sin, of righteousness, of judgment, in other words, to bring
the world to right ways of thinking, to make the world orthodox. When
the Holy Spirit convinces the world of sin, what is that, but simply
changing the world to thinking from falsehood to truth? And observe
how this chauge is effected. Christ says that the Holy Spirit will con-
vince men that they are sinful. Wherein sinful ? Beocause they have
committed crimes with hand or tongue ? Nay, but because they have
not believed on Christ. Men will be brought to see that they are sinful,
and that their sinfulness consists in their posture of mind and heart to-
ward Christ. The sin is & state, a condition, an habitual way of think-
ing and feeling, namely, the inward, mentsl, spivitual attitude of not be-
Leving—not being orthodox. The chief sin in God’s sight is a state of
heart, that is, a chronie, inveterate act of unbeliefs The change from
this state it is the office of the Holy Ghost to effect. He effects it, how?
By bringing us to obey the fruth—that is, by making us think as we
should think—by maling us orthodox. Bub orthodoxz, remember, we
never are, unless we are changed in heart as well as in head. We must
choose to think right, before we can think right. How helpless we are?
But God works in us to will and to do. Blessed be His holy name!

4. Yet again. Not content with the witness of His word, with the
mission of His Son, with the work of His Spirit, conspiring to attest fo
mer the importance of believing right, God has taken a furtherstep. He




