July 28, 1905.

LESSON VI—ANGUST 6.

Josiah’s Good Reign.

I1, Chronicles xxxiv., 1-13,

Golden Text.

Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth.—Eccl, xii, 1.

Commit verses 1-3.

Home Readings,

Monday, July 31.—II. Chron, XxXxiv., 1-13.
Tuesday, Aug. 5.—II. Chron. xxiv., 1-14.
Wednesday, Aug, 2—1I. Kings xiii., 1-10,
Thursday, Aug. 3.—II. Kings xxiii,, 1-~11,
Friday, Aug. 4—II. Kings xxiii.,, 12-20,
Saturday, Aug. 5—Ps. eXixX., 1-16,
Sunday, Aug. 6.—FEccl, xi., 7-xii., 7.

(Davis W. Clark.)

The pendulum of national life in Judah
swung often to heathenism and stayed there
_dnveterately. Some powerful personality must
- meeds rise to neutralize the magnetism before
the chosen people could return t0 even the
~ semblance of the pure faith. Such a condi-
‘thon now maintained. There were horses and
‘.:c'hariots: dedicated to the chief of the planets,
and priests were burning incense to all the
_host of heaven. Sexual force also was deified,
- and phallic signs and symbols were digplayed.
Idolatry was dominant in Church and State.
S .An the northern kingdom was Practically blot-
e ted out, ‘»an‘d the places of the exiles taken by
- pagan foreigners, the whole of Palestine was
12 all intents submerged by the polluting
ctx;txms fn;lm hheathen fountains,
It was the hand of a young man th
to loosen the pendulum of . ke
the magnet of heathenism. It proved an un-
wcommonly skilful hand as well as a resolute
and strong one, :
~ Josiah was a lily on a dunghill. He exhaled
the fragrance of a pure spirit above the lasci-
vious putrescence of his times. He donned
“the purple at eight years, and straightway
‘gave himself to Ged. History is silent about
the influences which immediately surrounded
‘him. But as his father is' known to have
been a contemptible weakling, it is supposed
. that this is another instance in which the hand
that rocked the cradle ruled the world, Aside
from this there were few advantages in the
‘boy’s environment. There was no Bible, for
the Book of the Law was lost. There was no
egular public worship of Jehovah. It had
een two hundred years since any repair had
t upon the temple. It was practical-
ly in ruins and the ritual suspended. -

and radiant flame of the pure theistic faith
_shone out, and that not with an intermittent

¢ waning lustre, but with an ever-augment-
ing radiance. The young king was not sim-
‘negatively good; he was positively ag-
ive against evil. He was not only pious,
‘was powerful. The record is significant.
Al eight years he began to reign, and at the
same bime seek after the God of his fathers.
he had reigned twelve years he be-

to purge Judah. He thought tha

national life from

,;iyg_g_ in the darkmess of the hour the rare

wiard his high career.

the very -altars at which they had officiated.
The young reforming king carried his haveoc
0 heathenism even into the almost forsaken
northern kingdom. In the ruins of the chief
cities of four of the tribes, at least, he did
that which he had done in Judah. Only when
his programme was finished did he return to
bis own capitol.

Six years later, as a natural consumma-
tion, he undertook the great task of repair-
ing the temple—the money and material hav-
ing been collected fin the interval, and all
the plans matured. He showed great and
practical wisdom in ' associating the pubuc
officials with himself. All should sse and
know that this was a national undertaking
and not a private enterprise of the king. The
narrative indicates an orderly methed of pro-
cedure, and the overseers are honored by hav-
ing their names entered in the sacred record.
‘And the men did the work faithfully” Sig-
nificant! Sufficient!

Josiah shares the laurel with Hezekiah,
These two kings of Judah, among all ¢f them,
were in all respects worthy successors of Da-
vid, their father.
under all the circumstances, a very expres-
sive notation, ‘They d&id right. They turn-
ed neither to right nor left’

KEY AND ANALYSIS.

1. Attraction of heathenism to Israel. Dom-
inant in this epoch.

2. Achievement of a young man. Youthful
king, Josiah, counteracts the influence of hea-
thenism. His personality and life story.

3 Desctructive effort—altars, images, groves,
ete,
4. Constructive effort—repair of the temple.

THE TEACHER'S LANTERN.

An American professor signalized his de-
parture to take the chair in Oxford to which
he had been invited by the extravagant as-
sertion, that men over sixty did nothing com-
paratively, and that the world’s work that
was worth while was mostly done by men
under forty.

_’I"»hf: spectacular pronouncement has had the
ridicule it deserved, but it has, at the same
time, served to call attention to the fiact that
youth should be encouraged to do, and not
be too long retarded in processes of prepara-
tion.  George Eliot's caution against being
worn out on the way to great ideas needs to
be heeded. - x g 2

A long catalogue is that which records the
achievements of young men and women. A
few examples only are here given: M

filled all the world with unearthly melody be-
-fore he was thinty-five, and Raphael gave

us all his glowing canvases before he reach-
ed that age. Luther was thirty-four when he
nailed his theses on the church door. Wil-
liam Cullen Bryant wrote ‘Thanatopsis’ when
hbe was nineteen. Garfield was a college pro-
fessor at twenty-six.  Edison became the
‘Wizard before thirty-five. Summerfield preach-
ed all his sermons before he was twenty-seven.
Wm. Nichols Crouch composed his serenade,
‘Kathleen Mavourneen, at nineteen. The au-
thor of ‘Die Wacht am Rhein’ was twenty-
one when he wrote it. i

The world has just celebrated the one hun-
dredth anniversay of the death of the poet
Schiller. It has not forgotten the early in-
fluences brought to bear upon his genius;
name-ly, his father’s high character and learn-
ing, and his mother's own poctic fervor and
her sympathy with her son’s aspirations. In
the case of the young king, Josiah, it was
probably his mother only who guided him to-

Every boy and girl is an heir-apparent to
a kingdom. It is mot a realm of gold lace and
empty functions, but a kingdom of character

what and service. Clear vision of this—careful pre-

paration for it—courageous entrance upon it

T LY %e only genuine royalty, £
e oo e is a subtle meaning in the original
, Hebrew word translated

‘destroyed’—’the

and houses which the kings of Judah destroyed’—

iterally, ‘destroyed by neglect.”

iconoclastic hands

All th

It is a wvery simple, but °

© BAGSTER’S MINION BIBLE,suitable

They did not
aguinst the

THE MESSENGER. - 9

pair.  And other things besides buildings cam
be ‘destroyed by mneglect.’

The vacuum must be filled. When Josiak
had emptied the land of paganism be filled if
with theism and restored the v-orship of Je«
hovah. It is not emough to destroy evil. Ong
must go on to comstruct good.

Here is a fine example of organization and
co-operation. - Josiah did not attempt to de
the work single handed; he associated others
with him and proceeded by a carefully ar-
ranged programme.

Josiah had a political purpose and ambition
as well as religious,.- His tour into the North-
ern Kingdom indicates that he hoped for a
restoration of the ancient limdts of the mon-
archy, and the conditions seemed favorable,
for at that very time the Assyrians were Ios=
ing power before the Medes.

C. E. Topic.

Sunday, Aug. 6—Topic—First fruits foe
God. Leviticus xxiii,, 9-12; Deuteronomy xvi,
-12,
. The Hebrew religion surpassed in symbolism.
Its rites were pure and highly significant. No
other ethnic religion approached it in this par-
ticular, So faithfully do these old Levitical
ceremonies portray the attitude which the spul
should maintain toward God, that figurative
use can be made of them to this day. Among
all of them none is more beautiful or expres=
sive than that in which the first sheaf of hao{-
vest was presented to God. It was public
acknowledgment of him as God of H'arvegt.
It meant that not one sheaf, but all was lmg,
to be possessed, enjoyed and used for ’*°

glory.
Junior C, E. Topic.

CROSSING A RIVER.

Monday, July 31.—God’s promise. Deut. xf.,
31.

Tuesday, Aug. 1—Its fulfilment is
Josh. i, 10, 11

Wednesday, Aug. 2.—They come to Jordan,
Josh. iii., 1-4.

Thursday, Aug. 3—They sanctify them-
selves. Josh, iii, 5.

Friday, Aug. 4—The ark goes first.
iii,, 6-11. :

Saturday, Aug, 5—Twelve men chosen. Josh.
SH3. 12 1867

Sunday, Aug. 6.—Topic—Crossing the river.
Josh, ii‘i.,‘:.;.-:j. \ e :

Y. Haist, in the ‘Evangelical
S.S. Teacher.’)

Don’t let your scholars slip away.-—Many
‘drop out’ and ‘slip away’ and the teacher may
not make earnest inquiry. What an awful res-
pousibility. A great many of the mon-church-
going young people of our day are made up of
these ‘slip-aways’ and ‘drop-outs’ from our
‘Sunday-schools, and as a result the churcy
never reaches them.

—————————

NORTHERN MESSENGER PREMIUMS

near.

Josh.

(The Rev. A.

A reliable and handsome Fountain Pen, usually
s0ld at $2.00, manufactured by Sandford & Ben-
-nett, New York, given to ‘Messenger’ subscrib-
ers for a list of ivenew subscriptions to the
‘Northern Messenger’ at 40 cents each.

The People’s Horse, Cattle, Sheep and Swine
Doctor.  This book gives a description of the
diseases of the Horse, Cattle, Sheep and Swine,
with exact doses of medicine. Usually sold at
§1.00, will be glven to ‘Messenger’ subscribers
for a list of four new subscriptions to the ‘Nor-
thern Messenger, at 40 cents each.

for Church,

~ Sabbath School or Day School. Each boy and
girl reader of the *Messenger’ should possess
one. Given for threenew subscriptions to the
~‘Northern Messenger’ at forty cents each,

BAGSTER’S LONG PRIMER BIBLE — 4 hand-
some Bible&‘gm edges, with the addition of 37

es, containing the following Valuable Bible
elps, Concordance, Alphabetical Index, Maps,
and Illustrations, with other aids to Bible
study. Given to ‘Meseenger’ subscribers for
thirteen new subscriptions to “Northern
Messenger’ at 30 cents each or ten new sub-

~ tcriptions at 40 cents each,

PICTORIAL TESTAME NT—A handsome pictor

. i
New Testament just published, neatly bousd ﬁ

“leather, gilt edge. Given for ' four mnew sub-
_seriptions to ‘Northern Messenger’ at 40¢ wach

or six remewals at forty popts cach,

A




