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The ngdom of Slam.

Siam is a curious and intereatlng coun-

try, .occupyirg the centre- ~of the Indo-
-Chinese - Peninsula, and a.lthough it ‘is so

near.to the greo.t Indla.n Empire, it ha.s as.
yet, been scarcely touched by modern clvl -
lization.. . The. people, have. many; strange__

customs of which it may. mterest our rea.d-

. ers to lear.. ‘We:give an 1llustrat10n of the .

towni.of Ba.ngkok it.-lies. some rew mxles
; from ‘the mouth -of: the Mema.m Rwer and
in addition to' the-river, which is navigable
for a long distance, there-is a perfect net-
work of canals round- and through the
¢ity, which has been called the Venice of
:he.Bast. The King of Siam, who"recent-
Iy visited Europe and whose dom:gs wero
duly cabled to Australia, lives in Bangkok,
He is a very rich and powerful monarch,
completely despotic, and holds the lives
and prope'rtles of ‘his sub:ects entirely at
his free disposal. . He has the monopoly of
trading in many different products, the ele-
_ phants are all his, and every Sw.mese man,
with certain exceptions, must give him
 three months’ labor in "every year. -He

lives in - great magnificence, l;eé'ping an.

enormous harem, and only goes among: the

people occa.sionally, m great state ‘When -

he goes by lz.nd he is ca.rnecl in a .gilded
chair on men’s shoulders, "the :Court fol-
lows -in’ order, keeping silence, ‘and all
whom they meet must fall prostrate. Two
hundred clephants head the procession
. -then a la.rue oompany “of soldiers and after
. the ng hxs ladies are carried in closed
chairs, -
; sometimes includes fitteen or sn.tec\n thou-
-sand’ persom A royal prooessmn on’ ‘the
water sometimes , consists of four or five
hundred. boats, while the. people stand on
‘the river ‘banks, with joined. hands "and.
drooping heads. When the King dies, he
.is usually suwoded by h].S eldest bmther,
but frequently the crown is-seized by some
_ powerful member of the Royal family, who
makes good his_claim by mu‘rderin'g all the
resft.

.. The. religion of Siam is . Bu:ddhxst with
‘varira,tions and there are many- strange su-
perstitions, ‘A’ veertain -King -of - Ayntma.,
the . ancxen»t capital, made a collestion of
slxtyv yolumes, compiled from old sacred
books, in the year 1654 A.D., and they con-
tain an' extraordinary mass of fiction and

upon elepha.nts The procession“
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1gnora.nce They tell of a heaven,“full “of
‘angels and other spmt's who even sit In
Judg'mont on- man, but they lay much
greater stress upon the eight different hells
of various' degrees of horror, each of: which
bhas’ sixteen “minor’ hells, ‘where the wicked
suffer various -tortures according. to . their
crimés. There are great numbers of tem.
plés in every Siamese town; some mado of
brick snd stucco, covered with ara.besqu(.\s,
and . sometimes wuth pa.ttern.s in  broken
mcckery, somethjng 11ke the. ‘erazy “work”

with which ‘enlightened ‘ Australians decor:
Gra.nderv

ate’ tin plates and drain pipes.
_temples are made of ma.r*ble, with images
of the god in jasper, brass, or gold, covered
with mnumﬁra.ble precious stones. There
are grea.t ‘numbers of bonzes, or priests In
Bangkok there are a.bout 10, 000—'8111(1 every
boy must be a priest during parf of his
education. Their garments arc all yellow,
and they carry on their backs a sort of
satchel holding an iron pot, and in their.
bands a fan which they hold over their
eyes to prevent their attention from being
distracted by distant objects. They abstain
from marria.ge, but may leave the priest-
hood and marry it they like; they live on
alms which” they .collect from the people.

_ They ha.ve a great maay rules, the ténor of

many which seems to be that it is a sin to
do anything useful; others apply to a great

many pomts of ceremoma.l law, often very .

mmute and frivolous.

The house of a Sla.mese peasant is m.n.dre
of bamboo, covered with a thatch of palm-
leaves, and is usually. very shaky ST it
falls down, not much : labor is required to
re-build it, and the furniture is so scanty
that not much da.ma.ge will be done. In
such a house as this there will be only a
few vessels of coarse earlhenware .and
mckorwork\a,nd a mat or two spread on
the floor. A superior workman, héwever,
such as a carpenter, will have more furnl-
ture—ca:rpentm's tools .amoveable oven;
spoons of mother-of-pearl, plates and dishes
of earthenware and metal, a large porcelam
jar, another of copper 'or ‘fresh water, and
perh.mps a. tea-set-and all. the applx.anoes for

.bet.el-chewing and tobacco-smokmg The

Sia.mese all’ smoke even little ‘boys’ of five

years, old, and no lady’s beauty is consid. .
- ered . worth - admiring unless ‘her teeth are -

quite bl_ack from chewing betel-nut. They

- drink a great deal of tea, but take it in the -

Chinese fa.shion, 'very weak, withoul; milk
.OT sugar.
curry, made so hot that a European cannot
eat it. The Siamese arz:'a very. temperate
reople in the matter of drink;

fashion which is° widely followed.
. The : Slamese are a very - clea.n people

There . 18 always. plenty. of-river .water ‘at
hand,: and-they ‘often -wade 'a4nd swim many . ‘
times a day. ' They constantly.change their:
whlch -are - somewhalt scanty,

garments,"
most people wearing onﬂy a pa.mmg ‘a
bright-colored silk or Ccotton cloth, - ar-
ranged something like Turkish trousers,
from the waist to the knee.
man may wear a jacket, or his wife a -silk
scarf round her shoulders; but before they
have worn it long they generally remove it,
1ega.rdless of the presence of compa.ny, and
tie it round their waists. "They wear their
hair shaved, all but a curious tuft on the
top of their heads, which the men keep

rather short; the women dress'it in curi-

cus ways, and ornamént it with jewels.
The Siamese are most punctilious in mat-
ters of etiquette, and are very polite to each
other. If one wishes to.enier the presence
of another of superior rank, he must crawl
towards him on the floor, and no wife would
think of assuming any other position while

‘her husband was in the room.

Tho medical * customs ‘of Siam are very
slrange to our ideas. When a person is
sick, the doctor'is sent” for and is asked,
‘Cean you remove my’
usually -undertakes to do so, and, after
izuch chaffering, a written contract is
drawn up, the doctor agrecing to cure the
pa.tient for so much,
candles’ for the god of Medicine.. -If the
patient does mot get better, there is no fee
for the doctor. -Their ideas of anatomy are
very funny. They believe that the arteries
are full of air, and. most diseases are caused.
by internal. storms. Their pharmacopoeia’
includes such substances as cat's-eyes, rhi-
noceros horn, sea-shells, and the like. If a
man dies, his body is ‘stained: with: turmeric
and rubbed with. quicl:hme, honey and quick
silver are poured-down the throat, and the
body is stood upright in-the house for some
days, after which it is' cremated. When a
child'is Born, the mother is at once. placed

The national food is rice and

a spirit is
nade frem riee,:but drunkenness is almost.
u.nknown, and. as -the king is - compelled by
" publie opinion:to be a.teetotaller, he sets a
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