PICKED VIOLETS.
BY MARY SELDEN M'COBB

. One rises ‘early on her birthday when
" one is fifteen years'old, especially-if there

. are sure to be gifts on the brenkfast table,

- But though Patty Arbuthnot came skipping
¢ - down stairs betimes, her father and mother
“were before her.
~ing-room door, she ‘heard the latter siy;
*For our bnby is almost & avoman,
-Robert, It is time that she assumed re-
sponslbllltles.
‘True enough, mamsey r cued Pntty,

- throwing her armsabout her little wother.’

_ *When a ‘baby’ is hulf a head taller
than her pro-gen-i-tress, ahe ought to be
trusted. Oh, thank you, daddy dear, for
this: gold pencil! And—what a queer
book ! Russia-leather binding? **Cash
‘Account ?” ** Patience Arbuthnot from her
‘mother.” And here’s poetry on' the fly-
- leaf.
! Violets once picked,

The swcetest showers .
Can ne'er make bloom again,”’

Patty paused with the account-book in
her hand, her father hield out a crisp five-
dollar: bill.

“Your mother says you-are to ‘* assume
responsibilities”—that’s the phrase, I be-
lieve., We'll begin easy, daughterling.’

Patty’s look grew even more puzzled.

‘You are henceforth: to have a regular
monthly allowance; Patty,’ said her mo-
ther, . -* Every woman should know the
real value of money, and should be able
to handle it wisely, whether slie have more
or-less, There’s no better way of discover-
ing just how much and how little a dollar
can ‘be mado to buy than to have control of
a hundred cents. This five dellars which
daddy will advance every month must keep
you in gloves and candy and pay your
horse-car fares, and if you choose to give
presents they ‘can riow be really your own
gifts.
yourself for this-five dollars. Use. your
wits, -girlie, and nmke the money do its

utmost.”
‘Five dolln.rs every month ! Sixty dol-
lars ‘a year! Ib's a perfect fortune! P gaid | -

Patty, much 1mpressed

‘Let us hope it won't prove a misfor-
“tune,’ said her father, smiling. ¢Put all
. items down in your éash-book, and balance
your.accounts every month. If you'come

out.square to a cent at the.end of a year;
- with no ** sundries” to fill up gaps, I Il give
you an. exbra five dollurs.

As she opened the din-|

You are responsible to no one but!-

: brondened _one’s . horizon,’
g ¢ You start the- club Bess, and|.
T buy some postal cards for the secretary
~lto send out notices on., .

= solemnly,

.- And- there's
‘Shes a’ regula.r story-
“and: hns ‘what - Farmer
Hicks: calls"a’ gn.rdeen. ‘He's: stingy with
Mur_cm, ‘andonly; pays . “her bills. " When
she’ )t\venty-one, she’s goitig to control her
‘own propelty T guess, we caillet her into
the:elab, on account—iell, because of her.
pects. . Wo might call our socleby
G, AC, —-“G‘rn'ls Allowance Club.

I thought, Putty, we. might read: a
b k - of political economy.. We could get | ¢
up. some- views. and- opinions,: you know.
Everybody has views nowadays.”: .~ .-
inlways dld say. that to posses money
said Patty,

Mnrcm Plnlllps
book:* hen'ess,

-Suppose_you run.
over and consult’ Funny Danvers, while I

K _go to.the post-office.” .

" That was a good way to get nd of: Eliza.,
‘beth after the car jaunt and the ice-creant,’
For Patty remembered that her crony. had

‘| expressed 2 great desire for 4 certain fan,
;| which'matched a nei pink cashmere gown.’
:|'There was to be a tea party the-very next

evening, and,: oh, how Klizabeth’s eyes

‘would shine when she rend the words,
;| “For Bess, from Patty

Patty breathed a swh of delwllt. fIf

- .| people who own a mllhon geb’ fun out of it

in proportlon, what “larks they ‘must

~ " havel’ thought she. )

' ‘enthusiasm, -

a1 doubt if P'n:by t'xsted whnt she ate thnﬁ .
morning,

Her’ thoughts soared and sang
far e.bove oatmeal and omelet . She dusted

the . parlor as in a dream. .

whole dollars évery month | ° Tive extra at

the end "of ‘n-year, if hei accounts were |.
square | “Why should they not bé'squaref.

‘What stupldlby to spell th' -word
‘d-r--e-s P . :
~ *Tive. doll-u'sl
this, and—that I’ . 5

Before the clock sbruck" ten, Mrs.
Arbuthnot siniled as she’ heard the front

door open and spied Patty speedmfr down :

the walk,

$That five-dollir bill is burnmvn hole in
a certain pocket,’- remarked - mamsey to
herself. ¢ Well, so be it. Fxperience is
the best teacher. There will probnbly be
several conﬂnrn.a.tmns before Pntby 8 purse
is fire-proof.’ .

Elizabeth Niles, Pebbys bosom friend,
lLieard the good news with much aympathy

¢And the ver y first cent I spend shall be
to treat you, Bess,’ cried Patty, eagerly.
¢ Suppose we go to Pride’s.Corner and
back on the new electric cars. Ten cents
out, ten cents back. Ixcuse my writing
it down in my cash-book. I’lfbeen cents
apiece for ice-cream on our return,’

‘Dear me how polite.!” said Elizabeth,
beaming.

The red electric car turned into a bri-
umphal  chariot as it sped along.. The
driver rang his gong in three sharp strokes,
as honeared the crossings. ‘TFivedollars!
five dollars I’ clanged the bell. ‘Five dol-
lars | five dollars P mttled the wheels. ina
joyful rhythm. :

The conductor lookedrespectfullyamazed
as the somewhat large bill was:presented
for two five-cent fares.

¢ And really four dollars nmety in cll:mae
seems almost more than the original sum,’
said Patty, rattling her purse gleeful]y
“What I gave, that I-have,” quoted
Elizabeth ; and. then slipping her arm

through her friend’s she proceeded to-

dwulge a delightful plan’ which she had in
mind for over a month.
{You seoc, Pat, we might start a gort’ of

ular ‘allowances. T’ve hung back “because
you couldn’t have been in it beforo to- day.

You know papa gives me fifty conts a-week..

Fauny Danvers has two' dollars paid fort-
nightly, The Bates twins have a monthly
—stlpend.

. book. .

Visions' brlght;-
as the sunshme d.mced in her ‘liend. : Five,

club, to be composed of girls who have reg-

I never could find out. how |
much ‘ib is, they are so feurfully close-

* To dollars? L
Patty gaven little’ gasp, in splte of her.
She had riot reckoned on the
feathery trifle costing quito so much.. But
she could not reslsb those be\vxtchmg pmk
tips. .

I -will economize -on my g]oves, sho
decided, and tucked the’ lonq narrow box

under:iter arm.

‘Thus ran the first bage in the new cash-

Rccclvcd. Spcnt.
$a. Cnrfnres,....-.. ces -$ 20
*. - Ice-creams.. .

l’ - Filiiieeae..

: Gloves.....cvieiiecrnnienaaae.. 18
: Postal car@s.ceicieveriencenses 23;

I‘our doll'u's and aquarter gone already !
In less than two hours ! ‘Patty added the
columns up’ ‘and added them down with the
same "resulr; She raad ' the verse o’ the

i ¥ Can ne'er mako bloom again.’

“: i ‘Isuppose thut’s metaphoncal l"mused

«Patty. : -

it 4 Money once spenf .
Thg strongest wish' ’
Can ne'er get back agn.in.f" :

Tlmt’s the translation.’

She' shook her head, and her face was
very sober. -

‘T had intended to spend somethm« for
—charity,’ she pondered. I mcant to
make a flannel. petticoat for .a heathen.
The mnterml for tlmt would wreck me—
now.’.

Sho raised her' eyes sadly, Directly
opposite, m shining gilt letters, glittered a
sign:

gPatbv knew Mr. Brock. She had once
dined at his house. A sudden inspiration
seized her. She whisked into the store.

“Pwo yards of scarlet flannel,’ she de-
manded, briskly. ¢Fifty cents a ym:d?
Very well. Pléase to charge it to me.’

- The clerk eyed her. doubtfully The
hot hlood flew into Patty’s cheeks. She
drew herself up, and spoke with dignity
and decision.

*I have a monthly allowance. In four
weelks from this date I intend to—to—to
hquldate all my debts. Mz, Brock knows
me.” .\

‘You would have supposed thab the
snipper-snapper of a clerk thought me
penniless { But I stood firm, and he found
he'was not dealing with a beggar! Thus
Patty depicted the scene to her peers at
the first meeting of the G. A. C.

- :*T should never dare to charge anything,’
said Fanny Danvers.

“That is the way real business is always
done,” arsued Elizabeth Niles, coming
promptly to her rriend’s defence. ¢ We are
‘sure to learn all aboit tlnt when we get ab
our. “ political economy.’ If you never
have bills and things, what’s the use of
interest ¥ she ended, vaguely.

‘But'one of the Bates twins had opmlons.
“You're.sure to come to.grief if you runin
debt,’ she. declared, stoutly,

But Eliznbeth and Pnbty dorrp;odly held
thelr ground

" “ltalk .over, numberless matters.
= limes being considered a spur to conversa-

vc'lpxta.l had alréady. vanished, she gladly
welcomed the proposition: that" ench mem-
ber of the club should pay her shire for the
postal ‘cards,”” In’ fact, Patty:was herself

was: the "price of the cards,
hastened to present tho socicty with one of

more than five cents,” and, with alacrity,
revised her accounts, - She even thought
of ¢liquidating’ her" debb. 1mmedmtely
»But as that would have:left her exactly
penniless, she concluded to let it stand.
¢ It would look so unbusinesslike to run
up- & bill one day and pay it the next!
B;:su:les, I need anew ribbon for my riding-
whip, S
. It also seemed qulte nceessmy to have a
prett;v bit of coral -which she owned set as
a ‘¢ stick-pin.’ ' That" cost scventy-five

ubbon to her bill at Dryton-& Brock’s.

‘Then, really,”it seemed- very small, not
'to say mean, -to hoard the- trifling sum of
twenty five cénts, which' was left on hand.
So, for five consecutive- mornings, Patty
treated “herself-to a glass: of soda-water,
and revelled in- a. sense of w1ld extrava-
gance,

That was the record in the Russm-leather
cash-book., - -’

A fortune? Five dollars a fortune?
How-had it been. posmble to. think such
nonsense 7 Never before. hud‘waty eXx-
perienced so many. longmqs. Indeed, her
- horizon’ had *broadened.’ Tt maybe said
to have becoma alinost too éxtensive.

- Accidentally Patty discovered that Fanny
Danvers was in’ danger of ‘breiking the
tenth comma.ndment -by reason of a desire

of coveting- by ¢ chart’rmg a°8pool of em-
broidery -silk was’, u'remstlble. ‘And if
steel . ‘beads . did’. - cost: . snty ~cents
more, “they -were certnmly ‘worth their
jrice,’ 8o much” haridsomer was_ the purse

meshes. -
** Besides; . whats t;h1rty-ﬁve cents' and

'he" G: bﬁi-ished fb'rn’»;ely.]-'The
meetings - v iven ‘To" be sure,
the idea. of ‘reading. ‘pohblcal ‘oconomy,’

‘But the. girls met to
Pickled

was: voted-‘a dose.

tion,. ‘éach in turn agréed to supply the

‘was sometimes varied by peanuts or tafly,

- Now n; was tlnb _Patty’ regretted her
sollt'l.ry orgies.” ~ She could not confers
to the club that she'was absolutely bank-
rupt. . She would not ask her father for
more money.

She actually Iny awako at night plotting
and scheming a way to buy a box of cara-
mels or some marsh-mallows,

So it happened that Mr. Arbuthnot
came in from the stable one day, looking

| disturbed.

¢ Patty,” he said, *what have you been
doing to Puck? IIo looks as if he had been
driven unmercifully.’

Putty winced. Puck was her own pony,
and dear unto her soul. *IletTom Bnrry
ride him,’ she faltered.

Sho did not add that she had driven a
bargain by which the said Thomas had paid

that she had saved her rcputatlon for
generosity at the expense of Puck’s slender
legs.

© (To be Continucd.)

—_———
REWARDED,

A -rice merchant at Shanghai joined
Dr. Yates's (Baptist) church. People said
he would have to give up his business, At
first he suffered somewhat by closing on
Sundws but some dealers from the coun--
try coming down in boats, if they arrived

Saturday nwllb or Sunday, would keep
their cargo in their boats until Monday, to

{sell to him, because they said they could

rely upon his word and his dealing, truth-
fully with them ; and his fidelity was re-
Wilbur F.

than usual success. — Rev.

LCrafts.

. Since all but seventy -five cents of Patty 5

requested not to" coutrmu*o, a8 the money .
did not come out even if six divided the -
twenty-five cents between them, and that |
So: Putty -

her own pen- lmndles, ‘which” was worth’

cents ; so Pabty added. thirty-five cents for -

for a ‘miser's- purse,’ like Patty’s own. ’
| The t;emptn.tmn to save a soul from the sin

when they were. crocheted into, 1ts intricate

he they xe clmrwed' -reasoned .

was abandonéd, as the very first ‘chapfer

club with that lu\uly The refreshment .

fifteen cents for & two-hours’ gallop, and.

warded even tempor').lly by his greater




