
LE COURRIER DU LIVRE

The meeting in Montreal, as I expected, gave new vigor
to country meetings. Justices of the Peace and militia oflì-
cers, as conspicious men, figured frequently as movers and
seconders of resolutions. The Governor, through his Secre-
tary, Mr. Walcott, addressed letters of inquiry to those per-
sons, and getting back somewhat sancy answers, they were
peremptorily dismissed. The Executive should never have
noticed these demonstrations. An irnbecile opposition only
gave them greater consequence. The proclamation was treated
with great contempt.

An active moving power in our machinery of agitation
was the lPermanent and Central Committee ", which held
open sittings at the Nelson Ilotel, in Montreal, attended
by the ardent Canadians of tolvn and country. Here every
movement in all parts of the province was echoed and
applauded; and new ideas were sent forth for action else-
where. Here, too, militia officers and magistrates who had
incurred Executive displeasùre vere glorified; country nota-
bles, often made " Chairman ", went home elated with the
honor, especially when seen in print.

Though the Gosfordites were strong in Quebec, Papineau
was stronger in the neighboring counties, and one of the
largest Anti-Coercion meetings was held at St. Thomas.
Doctor Taché - afterwards the Premier, Sir Etienne, - was
indicted for assaulting a man who at this meeting shouted,
Hourra pour le Roi des Anglais, Ht raLh for the English
King " !

Our Parliamentassembled in the middle of August. Gosford
had in a mranner, during the past two years, promised many
unaccomplished things. fHe had no answer for old complaints,
and the Assembly, declaring that the redress of grievances
must precede all legislative action, separated without wa ting
for .the hasty prorogation intended by the Governor. 'hus
ended the last Parliament of Lower Canada.

Nothing could exceed the enthusiasm of the district of
Montreal, or the intelligence with which the questions of
the day were understood. The houses along the roads we
took to public meetings were decorated. Growds stood for
hours listening to speeches and resolutions. In going to the
Napierville meeting, the train of vehicles behind us must
have been over two miles long. On one occasion, when
Mr.' Papineau came from St. Iyacinthe by the way of St.
Charles to Verchères, and up the river to Montreal, the
people turned out en niasse, and conducted him from parish
to parish.
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