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INDIA: ITS TEMPLES, ITS PALACES, A.ND ITS PEOPLE.*

IV.

ELH I is one of the ancient historie cities of
teworld, anid bas exercised a controllingJ~L~ influence over the politics of India from a

period which loses itself in the distance of
ages. Lt had a distinct history 1.500 years
before the Christian era, whose traditions
are, at any rate, as marked as those ofNiueveh, Babylon or the Exodus.

Se%-en ancieùit and ruined cities, ivith colossal fortresses, splen-did palaces, stupendous wells, magnificent temples and mosques,and gorgeous tombs, stretch for twelve or fifteen miles on thegreat plain wvhich lies between the Rlidge and the river Jumna.Delhi may rank, for architectural beauty, historic:il associations,or present social interest, with Rome, Athen§, Ca iro, Venice, orConstantinople. Lt undoubtedly competes with Agra and Benaresfor the right to be considered the most historical and profoundlyinteresting city in India.

* Pituresque îIndia. By W. S. GAiNE, M.P. 8vo, pp. 606. London:George Routledge & Sons. Toronto: Williani Briggs.
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