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THE SEVEN LAWS 0F TEACHING.

-I I.-

"A leartier mutst attend itih interest to -what
he wozdd Zearn.

ExPLANATION.-This Iaw, at first sighz;
seerus double, since to gain attention and
to excite interest aie usually counted as
distinct and quite différent acts. Reflec-
tion showd themn to, be but co-ordinate
elements of the saine act, each one being
necessary to the existence of the other.
The necessary and characteristic mental at-
titude of one w-ho learns is that of attention,'
and this attention, if free and flot forced,
aiways implies interest in the subject
studied.

Attention, loosely considered. is of two
sorts-com.pdled and attraa'ed. TÉhe former
is exercised by an effort of the ivill, and
usually in obedieneýe to a conmmand ; the
latter springs froni desire, and is given froni
choice, and generally without consciotnsnes
of effort. The Qne is me- mechanical-
the turning the mmid to\vards the subject;
t' - other is vital-the mind grasping arid
devouring it. Compelled attention, espe-
ciallv that of littie children, is alivays weak
and wavering, aud usually merely external.
lun any proper sense it is not attention at al.
The littie face assumes the look of attention,
but the mind works orly practically and
under restraint, and speedily %vanders to
other and more attractive thoughts. True,
or attni.cted attention is Eimply excited in-
terest seeking its food. Unconscious of
effort, it scarcely keîows fatigue.

There are severa' grades of attention.
The first is that in which the physical
senses, eye and ent, are lent to the tcacher,
and the mind passively recei.'es only what
the teacher forcibly impresses upon it
Fromn this lowest grade there are successive
steps in ivhich the intellect miuses itself to
big!eer efforts, impelled b>' duty, by emula-
tion, or by hope of reward. But the high-
est. ind most productive grade is that ini
which the feelings become deeply enlisted,
the subject interests, .-id the whole nature

attends. Eye and ear, the intellect and
heart, concentre their powers in a combined
effort, and the soul sends to the task ail its
faculties roused to their utmost activity.
Such is the attention demanded by this law,
and such is the attitude of the true learner.

Pzilosobhy of the Law.-The first intent
and reason of this law are too obvious to,
need discussion. However teachers may
neglect it in practice, ail admit in theory,
that wîbihout attention the pupil can learn
nothing. One niay as well talk to the deaf
or the dead, as to, the wholly inattentive.
A littie attention to the psychological facts
which underlie the law will bring out into
clear and more impressive light its vital and
inevitable force and authority.

Know.ledge can flot be passed like some
substance from, one mmnd to anothei.
Thoughts are not things which may be !x'.d
and handled. They are simply the silent
acts of the invisible mind. Ide:is, vhich
-r: but the intangible products of thought,
can or.ly be commiunicated by inducing, in
the receiving, mind, aclion correspondent to,
that by which 1 hese ideas were first conceiv-
ed. lIn other ivords, ideas can only be
transmitted by being rethought. Knowv-
ledge cau flot be separated from the
act of knowing.

it is obvious, therefore, that the atten-
tion required is something more than a
passive presentation of thE, pupil>s mind to
the teacher's mmnd, as he turns his eye to
the teacher's faice. Attention is an act, not
merely aposition. The learner's mnd rnust
work as wvell as his senses; or rather the
niind must work in and through the senses ;
and just in proportion to. the energy and
completeness of its action will be the vivid-
ness and accuracy of tne knowvledge he
gains. If the inutual action is feeble and
iniperfect the conceptions formed wiIl be
faint and fragrnéntary, and the kncowledge

gined will prove incorrect, use1res, and

easily forgotten.
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