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KANIGIRI. ;

v - RAMAPATAM, Aug. 15th, 1892.
. Dear Mrs. Newman:—My last letter to you was
titten_just after my arrival in Irdia. The months
since then havé beeo full of interest.’ No doubt you
will be interested in the field to which I have been ap-
pointed by the Missionary Union. ]
w7 LOCATION.
"My field is part of the present’ Ongole ficld and lies
about 5o miles west of Ongole and about the same
:-distance from Ramapatam. [t is 40 miles east of Cum--
‘bum the nearest railway depot. The Missionary of this
" place, W. E. Boggs (of McMaster Hall), will ‘be my
i nearest neighbour. The town is situated at the foot of
. amountain of about 1,500 feet-high, which was in times
‘.'---Fastﬁlise so many of the mountains of India strongly
: - fortified. -

.

INHABITANTS.

Kanigiri is the chieftown in Kanigiri Taluq or county,
» and has a population of about 6,000, composed of
.- Hindoos and Mohammedans and corresponds to the
- tounty town at home. ¢ .
- THE RIDE TO KANIGIRI.

Last week in company with Rev. J. Heinrichs, who

i bas charge of the Ongole field, and Professor McKay of .

" the same place 1 visited the field. Leaving Ramapatam
-~ 'in my puilman cart (which is diawn by six men) at 3
.__pam., 1 proceeded 14 miles North where I was joined
* - by my brethren-from Ongole, they having come 18 miles
- South in another puliman. “Here we had 20 minutes
- for refreshments. My friends changed cars taking
... "seats in mine and together we prdceeded to Kandukore,
¥, 8'miles West. Here we tagried for the night and slept
~' as best we could on a verandah of a Government shed,
- beingserenaded all night by a Mohammedan tamash,
" a5 this was the last day of the Moharam. When they
.ceased for a moment the jackals as they feasted on a
dead Hindu not far away, kept us awake with thelr

- » horrid yells, and then the thermometér being at 100
%, degrees did not help us sleep any. Tarrying there an-
> other day and night to meet Christians of this place
-+ -'we gose at 6a.m. and after coffee and toast started on
' . our journey, our tents baving preceded us.
. e ride was a very trying one. In the first place
* the coolies gave out, being utterly unable to go faster
¢ than a.slow walk, whereas their custom is to run at

! about five miles an hour. Then the road became bad,

... the wind rose and by noon was like the blast of a fiir-

".mace. Our food and water gave out and altogether_it

it-was a ride that we shall not soon forget. As a result
" Mr. McKay was taken sick and it is a wonder that we
.. were not all sick. The hardest part of the journey, to
- me, was that [ was compelled to ride behind the poor,
.iv gtarved coolies, but it would have ~been death td us to
- have ventured to walk in the burning no§nday sun.
‘2. At each change of coolies we paid them extra for their
‘- -work. It was 3 p.m. when we reached Kanigiri just 30
-miles North-west of Kandukore.

o FAMINE 'AND STARVATION.

- On every band we heard tales of the deep distress
_.-and suffering, the country having been entirely without
- Fain for about a year and a half. In this part the fam-
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Abroad. .-

5 being felt abontassorely.adin.any part.of-lndia Botres was dead.. The reaSon was thelong-continued—-

Cholera has broken out- and many of the people have
fled from the villages seeking refuge wheye they might
under the trees along the roadside. We saw. many of.
the poor creatures as we passed by.

As we neared Kanigiri the country had a better ap’

" pearance, rains having fallen tecéntly. Siill, even hprt:‘

the grain that wds up had a parched appecarance an
looked as though it would not stand the -present
droilght. ) )

ANOTHER PRAYER MEETING HILL. ]

On S;tuydai morning being cloudy we cljmbed the
mountdin. up the old winding pdth,by no ineansan easy. .
task, but really a delightful'one for ynungé)coplc. Reach-
ing the first fort 1,000 feet high on'a bald rock we had~
a most magnificent view of the surrounding country. As
we stood here gazing upon the scene below talking of
the famine find cholera the Native Christian teacher
who accompanied us informed us that on this very spot
for many weeks past a number of the Christians from
the villages had gathered nightly and joined in prayer
to God that He would scitd rain upon the thirsty land
and stay the plague from among the J)coplc. This fact
cheered our hearts and strengthened our faith in our
native brethren. While we talked the first.drops.of the
blessing came upon us and ended that night in a heavy
rain, while the following night the flood gates of heaven
seemed to be opened. For this we praised the Lord.
Never was rain morc welcome. -

A fact worthy of notice here is that although scores
of the heathen have died of that dreadful disease cholera,
very, very few of the Christians-have died. For this
also e praise His name. ' D

Failing in our purpose to buy-more land (we have
already a small lot), we delayed building operations.
However, we are digging a well and so we have turned
the first sod At-this new, large. and- important station.
1 exppet to.xeihin in a few weéks, build a small tempor-
ary house and lay the foundationg of my bungalow be-
fore the North East Monsoon sef$ in, so that the wark
may be pushed on with vigor afterward in December

On our returntrip we found the people much more .
hopeful and fairmers were at .work gvc}yghyre plough-
ing the fields and preparing to sow,whil€ i{{z crops that
were up had a strong healthy appéarance.” Ohe more
such rain and this crop will be saved and the famine
broken, but it will be weeks yet before- the poor people
will be relieved from their intense suffering.-

INCIDENTS IN OUR CAMRING.

Water and bread had to bé carried to us 56 miles on
the heads of coolies. ANl 1he town officials called on
us_bringing presents of suggr wrapped in pieces of
newspaper. We called on the native judge and had a

leasant time. He gave us much information about

uilding materials which will be of much value to me.
Our conversation was in English, which be spoke with
freedom. A Mohammedan of whom we wanted to buy
land Asked, as we thought, too much for it. After our
talk with the Judge, or Tahsildar, as he is.called, this L
Mohammedan called-on us and offered to give us the
land for nothing.: He is a contractor and would like to~ -
have the contsact for my buildings. This explains his
generosity. S . .
__.Another incident about the land, Last February we
purchased a'small piece of land at this place and tred ™~
to buy a mango grove adjoining if; but the owner would
not sell, At that time the fruit trees were all in good
condition, bist when we saw them last week every man- |
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