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KISIGHITSTEMPLAR,0F2 CANADA.

At the annual meeting :of Knights
Templar of the Sovereign Grent
Priory cf Canada, on the l2th July,
ai; Brockville, Ontario, the Great
Priory Passed. a resolution not te re-
cail the warrant issued Iy thora te
establish a Preceptory cf the-Orderin
Melbourne, Australia, demandedl by
the National Great P.riory of England,
as an injustifiable, invasion cf the
jurisdietion of the Great Priory of
Eng]and, who dlaim authority over
SUl the colonies of the empire, until
such time as independent national
ordere are formed.

When this decision was, announcedl
the Suprenie Grand Master, Col.
Macleod Moore, rose and said :-AI-
though net unprepered for your de-
oision, 'which was te seme extent fore-
Blhadoweil by, your refusai te accept
themore rnoderate. course suggested
te yen a; -the special.meeting of Great
Priory in. February last, 1 muet de-
jplore such .*action as wiIl probably
entail non-intercourse with England
(as perhaps but oe of its lasser avils),
foilowad, às it Éill be, by dis-union
and' other -vital;consequences natural-
ly resulting from a violent rupture
'with the parent body-feeling -ery
aoutely that t e -knowledge that my
own toe ready trustfulness, was the

mmediate cause of this unhappy
oomplication, I have carefully refrain-
edl in My Allocution fremn any attempi;
Io bine or influence your body, re-
jmaining as far as possible neutral, as
with rny oftan avowedl sentiments ana
felings, I couldl nt ini this matter ha
wÉith- youý, 1 would net be, againast ydu.
My-bounden duty te .the Tenmplars cf
Canada;, with 4nd for, whon,ýfhaee
workea for tlip long period cf àÙ yýar§,

~i4 he hgh g~usof the, , .Çae*
wlnc'h_î .~ so deîar te me, àem .ý4eý. of.
mie euoh rastrait as should in ùe do*.

gree imrneril- its possible. fiûture, andL
made the -honour abad -diguity of the
Great Priory -of Canada the most ioe.w..
portant considerntion>.but. 1 Btill hopew
that an amicable arrangement i8 pos-',
sible, ýwith patience on our aide and,
concession on that of the Great Priory
of England, which has actedl upon
erroneone premises. The assertion
that the Great Priory of Canada is,
siniply a local body is an entirely
mistaken one, and may in a degrea
explain the imperious Action taken by,
the Great Priory of England. -As-'
your presiding oficer, JI neyer re]axedl
my efforts until Canada became an.
in4%ependent sovereign body, the peer
of ai the Great Templar bodies, ce.-
equal with England and Ireiand in.
the "Covent-General," and owning no.
superior' but H.R.H. the Grand Mast-
er. And if the concurrent jurisdic-
tion aliways admittedl in the Colonies.
by the Masonie body of England, for--
the purpose of enabling brethren
from Scotland and Ireland to, place
themselves under theïr.several n at-ion-
alities, be conceded, until such -tine-
as a supreme body of the colony ie
established, this painful difficulty cana
ha, adjusted and harmony restoyed,
with ne loss of dignity on the part -of'
the Great Priory of England or that
of Canada. I fuily understand the
feelings cf the Canadian Templars,
who, though profoundly loyal, do not
partake cf the sentiment wiiich ac-
cempanies personai attachment to.
England, and her institutions; but 1,
feel deepiy, that internai disruption is
te be strenuously avoided, and te
break up the unity of Great Priory or
change the Templar system we haver
inherited from the inother country
would be te entireiy des'croy the fruita.
cf my long and. devotedl labours, and.
sone at. leaeG of your number can -es-
timat thie -pain and regret, with whioh,
I regard such a possible rosuit, ande,.
brotlher kinights, the~ fealt1y te, Wi['e-
RoQyal Higbnees, wbiola ha 8o.,oft ,

p46fesBA upog.. ýu î with n. e ~.
.abiding sentiment to be preseîvi4. .!
*with jealous; cure ai; whateversaorific&ý


