
T/ec .Mysterùs of 11ree?(sony.

The dead person was brought to the shore of that lake, and to the foot of
a tribunal consisting of several judges, wV'ho inquired into bis life and
conversation. When he had not faithfully observed the law, the body
was left unburied, and, very like, was thrown into a sort of lay-stall or
ditch, called Tartârus.. Diodorus informs us, that there was near: a
town at a small distance frorm Memphis, a leaking vessel, into whi'ch
they ince.ssntly poured Nilo water, which could signify nothing but
endless tortures and r.emôrses.
'When:no accuser appeared, or he who deposed against the decGased.

was convicted of falsehood, then thcy ceased to -lament the dead persoi,
and.his e.ieonium was nade. They, for instance, commended his excel-
lent educAtion, hie respect for religion, bis equity, mnoderation, chastity
aid otherv.irtues: His birth, which was supposed to be the sanie with
dl4I méh;'iws.imevcr al-lowed any merit-in him.

There was on tlie shore of the lake a severe and incorruptible water-
man, who by order of the jiudges, and never upon any other terms,
received the deceased in his boat. The very kings of Egypt 'wer-
treated with the same rigour, and were not admitted'intbtho bark with-
out leave of the judges, who sonietimes deprived even 'them of' burial.
The water-man carried the body on the other side of the lakètinto a
plain embellished with meadows, brooks, groves and aIll the rural
ornaments. This place was called Elizout; or the Elizian iields, that is
fuil satisfaction, and habitation of repose, or of joy. There was at :tlie
entrance of that abode the figure of a dog, with thrce pair of jaws, which
they called Cerberus. The whole eremony ended by tlirice sprinkling
sand over the opening of the vault whcrein they had put the corpse and
by bidding him thrice adieu.

All thcse words and practiees almost everywhere copied, were so-
many instructions to the people. They gave them to understand by all
these ceremonies, as by so nany speeches or very sigrificant symbols,.
that death vas followed by an account which we were to give our life
before an inflexible tribunal ; but that, what was indeed dreadfiil to the
wicked vas only a passage in a happier state for the good. Wherefore
death was called deliverance. The boat of transportation was called
tranquility, because it carricd over none but the just and on the con-
trary the water-man who inflexilbly refase.d those whom the judges ])ad
not acquitted, was called Wrath or the-VYengeance.

They put at the entrance of the cemétry and over the door of the
dcceased's tonb lthe symbol of the value and tender affection ti ey had -
for tleir departed relation. The dog, being of ail animals the imost
addicted to hian, is the natural emblein of friendship and attachiment.
They gave the figure of the dog, three heads or throats, to express the
thrce cries they had made over their friend's grave, according to the
custom which granted tlat lhonor to noie but good mei. They called the-
symb5l Cerberus, that is, the cries of the grave,
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