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of religious sp'ecuilatioii ail round us to-da%.
\Vhat the world needs is the example of (Chri/-
/ike //ls; the witness of mien who believe in
christ and Ilis teaching, niot iiercly .1 an
intellectual conclusion for ubici thev are readv
to argue, perhaps eei with bitterness ; but as
a moral conviction, for which fle\ are reads
to live, and if need be to die.

A eariest life, not a brilliant <rgunient, is
the force by n hich the world is to be con'. erted
to-das . as it was converted in tie carl ages of
Christianity.

ilow are we to bear n ites, ? Surcl b'.
coiiparing our li es w'ith the pIttern put before
lis by our Blessed Lord, and st i' ing to con-
tori uirsel've' more and more to Ilis exaiiiple.

Let us not read the nords of the text (Acts
i. 6-9), and tr\ merel to estiiate their effect
upoi tle .\postles ; but le! is consider thei as
addresed to oursehes, .mnd strive to shaow
forth their power in our lives. After that nc
liae recci'ed the gift of the iloli Ghost, w e
imiust be ilis wvitiesses.

We iazt'e receied the pon'.er in Baptismi, in
Confiriation. Ilow, arc we fulfiling the charge
of bearing witncss to Christ ? 'Tlhe words Of
the last charge of our Blessed 'Master siould
ring in our etrs. hie power throbs, as it
wnere, in our souls. The Vision of IHlis .\scei-
sion. wvith IIis, armis upraised in blessiig,
should bc preseit to our siglit ; and then liow
cha.ged our lhes nouild be, how great their
effect upon the vorid in w%.hici ve lh e.

\N AMERICAN VIEW OF TIE S.P.G.
SOCI ETV.

N reviewing the Annual Report of the So-
ciety, the Spir/ of ./ssions (the oflicial
organ of the American Ciurclh) is iipress-
ed witih "the niarvellous growti and

iiagnitude of tl work" of the Society. "Tiat
institution " (it says) " to-day las organized
missions in all the great divisions of the world
-in Europe, Asia, .\frica, the Islands of the
Sea, and in North and South Anierica." The
great spiritual nîeeds of the colonists at the
close of the sev'eiteenîtl century ' started a
llamiie in e English Cliurchi tlat to-day shines
with interial effulgence on both continents
tlhrougli the agency of the Society for the Pro-
pagation of tie Gospel in Foreign Parts.
Tiroughi al] the years of its past history this
Society lias maintaiied a unique position, act-
ing, iot as a Societv, but as tic liandinaid of
the one Christian Society, gathering in one the
mailny îîîmmbers, that eaci niay do lis or lier
part.

ASSOCIATE MISSIONS IN TilE
COU.NTRYv.
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STil NK I miav say, vithout fear of con-
tradictiaon, thiat the popuîlationi of the city
is largely recruitcd froii tlic country ;
therefore, the need of iisuring tle purity
of the city in faitii and life b tihe Christian

education of the suburban pleoiles. 'THen,
again. w'e lear a great deal of' the wickedness
pire.ailiiig in the city, w.'.hici ni doibt lias its
fouiidation in, fact ; but after vears of observa-
tion and inquiry I an conviiced that ic im-
moiarality of the sialler cities, illages, and
lailets, and even cthe puirely couîntry districts,
is quite as bad as thlat of our great cities.

Ve believe the Cluîrcli to be the divinelv
appoinited agency for the teacliiig and gu'danlce
if tie people. Therefore the Cnmurcli shoiuld

occupy the country districts of our land w itlh
the strogicst forces she can put into the field.
As a rie 've have not done this, nio doubt
largely for want of men and mîonev, and so
wlien wC do atteipt wliat we miay cal country
work of evanîgelization, we find the field
already occupied by vais denomninations of
Christians, wlio naturally do iot desire to sec a
Clhirclh advancing tlic claiis tliat we doa, in-
trude uipoii the ground w ich has beci exclu-
sively the field of their occupation.

The question lias often been asked, Sliouild
the Clurcli intrude uponi grouind already pre-
occupied by ome or more denciiiiiinations of
Christians ? If we have nothing more to offer
thai thev are giving-and we miist admit tiey
are in good faitl giving the best thiey have to
give of time and Christian devotion--then let
tis refrain fron intrusion ; under those circumîi-
stances, intrusion wotuld be worse than folly, ir
would be downright sin ; but if we have a
fuiller, more perfect Gospel to presenrt, one
whicli n e kinow lias beei revealed in all its
completeness in order that w'e miay extend its
gracious message to all mankind, thei the
question of intrusion canot enter iito our cal-
cilations.

Furtier, in ail villages, hiamlets, and evei
country districts there are miany who, liaving
been trained unmder the denominational systemis,
have qiita given up all connection with any
religious body. In dealing witl these people
there certainly cans bc io intrusion on any
denominational pasture. Tleir previous train-
ing lias failed to keep thiem within the fences,
and as a rule they are ignorant of any otier
religious system of faith and life than tlat in
whichi they have been trained. A large portion
of tlem, both the more learned and the less
wise, are loiging for sonie religious systemn
whicli shall bring tiei nearer to their ideal of


