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6. A roller is 10 feot long and 12 feet in circumfcrence ; how
many tives will it turn while volling a field containing nine acres ?

7. By selling 371 inches for a yard, I lose 840; thoe cloth being
worth 80 cents per yard ; how many yards did I sell?

8. What is tho smallest number that can be added to 1891} so
that the sum may exactly contain 123 7?

0. What is the differenco between 74 8q. ft., and 74 ft. squave ?

GRAMMAR. .

CLASS 1V,

1. Compose sentences to show you.understand the use of the
comung, period, exclamation mark, and point of interrogation.

2. By weans of examples show that the same word may be used
as different parts of speech,  What is meant by a part of speech?

3. Write u list of words having silent letters.  How do we know
when a letter is silent ?

4. Give examples of the following sentonces: (a) Compound ;
(b) Complex ; (c) Simple ; (d) Ambiguous ; (e) Aflivmative ; (f) Neg-
ative.

b, Name the moods. Illustrato each by an example. What is
the difference in meaning between : “It I was there” and ““If 1
were there? -

6. Analyze : ‘“ Mankind can hardly be too often yeminded that
there was unce a man named Socrates, between whom and the legal
authorities and public opinion of his time, there took place a mem-
orable collision.”

7. Parse the italicized words.
the verbs.
syllablea,

8. How do ycu know when analyzing what should go inthe com-
pletion and cexteunsion ?

9. Carefully write six common rules of Syntax. Explain how
each may be violated.

Revwrite, changing the voices of
Give meanings of all the words having three or moro

DRAWING.
CLASS IV,

1. Clussify angles and triangles.  Draw one of each and write its
name opposite.

2. Name the different kinds of four-sided figures. Illustrateand
detine each,

3. Detine yadii, diameter, circle, circumfevence, chord, are, Make
a drawing and write tho name of each of these terms on the part
that explains the term,

4. Make all the letters of the alphabet that can be made without
the use of curved lines.

5. How do the dinmeters of an cllipse differ from those of a
circle? Tell how to lay out an elliptical plot in the garden..

6, Draw a right angled triangle.  On one side describe a square ;
on another, au oblong ; on the other, an isosceles triangle.

. 7. Show by diagram that you understand the division of the carth
into zones. .

8. What is the difference between the curve of a ;:ircle and that
of an cllipso 7

9. Give an examploe of one or more of those forms that you think
the prettiest.

———rr—ee.
- D)

A good story is told concerning the first nomination of Col. Pickett as
Stato Supt. of Schools of Kentucky, near the closo of a lang nommnating
convention for State ofiicers.  Gen. Breckenride, a leader 1n State politics,
rose, under the five-minute rule, and said: * During the late war there
was & chaplain in one of our regiments who distinguiaﬁxcd himself by great
sclf-sacrifice and sclf-forgetfulness. I bave seen him with my own eyes
care for the wounded, administer medicines and comforts to the sick and
suffering, and consolations to the dying  On oue occasion I sawhim aid
& Northern soldier, aud he actually took the shoes aud socks from his own
feet and put them or the feet of a suffering and needy enemy.  In view ot
such nobs)c action to friend and foe, I take pleasure in nominating J. Desha
Pickett, the chaplain to whown I have referred, for the office of State Supt.
of Public Instruction.” The speech was electrie, and when Adams Co. was
called, the chairman of the delegation arose and anuncunced, ** Aduns Co.
gives Lthirteen votes for * Old Sacks,”” aud the whole convention followed
with a burat of applause that was unprecedented, even in the enthusiastic
Democratic State of Kentucky. It is needless to say that ** 01d Socke ™
was elected, and still holds tho eduratioval fort.—New Engiand Journal
of Education,

Singon! we sing in glorious weather,
Fall one step over the tiny strand;
So narrow, iu sooth, that still together,
On cither brink we go hand in hand.
Jean Ingelow.

© Practical Depavtment,

' ARTIFICIAL STUPIDITY.

Stupidity is of many kinds, and springs from a variety of causes.
‘Thero is a stupidity which wanifests itself in goneral intellectual
ineapacity ; thore are specinl forms of stupidity showipg themselves
in particular directions, but quite compatible with great intellec-
tual ability in other respects. Stupidity, both general and special,
is, in some cases, natural ; in others it is artificial. Natural stupid-
ity runs in particular families and races ; it seems to go with certain
bodily characteristics, and to be developed by certain physical
environments, Thus the Beeotians had a bad repute for intelligenco
among the quick-witted Atheniaus, though opinion has been divided
as to the cause of their stupidity, some referring it to the rensuality
induced by the extraordinary fertility of their country, others to
the dawpness and thickness of their atmosphere. Every courftry
has within its own limits certain districts that have a similar ill-
repute. It would be invidious, perhaps, to name districts in our
own country famous for the stupidity of the inhabitants, but
familiar instances will doubtless occur to most of our readers.
Happily there is no form of stupidity which does not yield to judi-
cious treatment. Some of the most illustrious men and women the
world has ever seen were notoriously dull and stupid as children.

It is a serious matter, however, to retlect that large nummbers of
childven, naturally sharp and clever, are rendered stupid by bad
teaching and bad training. It is marvellous what the least promis-
ing children learn, with no other books than dolls and balls and
pebbles, and other such unpromising manuals, and with no other
instructors than ignorant servants and little brothers and sisters.
They acquire a considerable knowledge of the external world : they
learn how to use their-own bodily powers ; they pick up a language
which they use with the greatest fluency ; they show an intelligent
interest in the rudimentaty stages of literature, science, and art ;
they are most cager after information, and sometimes risk the pains
of martyrdom to acquire it. Well might fond parents be aston-
ished, as they almost invariably are, at the precocity of their chil-
dren, aud anticipate for the most hopeless of them an extraordi-
nary future. The most dispassionate observer might be led, by
what children learn in the first threc yeara of their lives, to expect
that they would become prodigies of learning and ability by the
time thay reached maturity.

But a curious change frequently happens as soon as the child is
sent to school. His mental activity is at once arrested ; his curios-
ity abates ; his powers of acquisition fall off ; he becomes dull and
heavy and slow of apprehension. The budding genius has, some- .
how been converted into something very much like a dunce.

It wiil not Lo unprofitable to inquire into the cause of this dete-
rioration. If the effort of school education be to repress those
powers that it is supposed to call out, it would surely be better to
leavo children to the teaching of Nature, who, as wo have seen,
makes something out of the dullest of her pupils, and that in the
pleasantest fashion. Tho most obvious cause of the failure of
formal education is tho neglect of natural laws. We are in too
much of a hurry. Instead of adapting our teaching, as Nature
dues, to the child’s developing powers and growing needs, we ply
our little pupils with knowledge about which they do not and can-
not care, with the inevitable effect of disgusting them with learning
and delaying their mental development.  We fly at once to a book
as the instrument of educativn, and the first thing we do with the
poor little child, who has hitherto taught himself from the illumi-
nated pages of his daily surroundiugs, is to set him learning certain
cabalistic signs which represent no ideas, and in which it is im-



