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The books ars often excellently dune, the work is neat, and the
copying most careful, but this iz all that can be said for it ;—it is
mere copying—and the slight ditferances of proportion as given in
the buuk are, in themselves, nov proventne of this. The work is,
alsv, too uften dune by mechanical ads, such as compass and ruler,
thus rondering the fact of its being ‘‘frec-hand™ a misnomer. !
Cunsequently, when the =andidate 18 set jown to the examiaaun
paper, he is quite bewild:red, and his answers shuw that he does
not kuow how to set to work—in fact, he has no copy! This de-
fect can only be remedicd by the teachersthemselves : let them use
the ¢ Drawing-book " chiefly asa text-hook for furnishing them
with blach-buard examples — then let these be cupied intu a blauk-
book, and be made certain defimte sizes,—in no case tov minute—
the construction lines, &c., being all drawn by tho pupil to the
scale selected for the example. There must then be a certain
amount of attention and knowledge exhibited, and the figures will '
be drawn in the correct method, at any rate; we have noticed!
pupils doing the figures in the buoks used at present, without any'
regard to the method, doing the answer before the construction
lines, the only aim being to show a correct copy when the figure is
completed. Every practical teacher must sce the absurdity of the
present method of instruction; and, perhaps, at some future ex-!
amination when marks are to be given only on the paper set,!
he will be painfully convinced of its useleseness. We do not pur-
sne the same method in any other branch of study, why should it
be thought necessary, then, in this one 7 What success would any
teacher have in his Arithmetic Class, by giving the papils a sum
completed, then asking them to merely copy it, and as an exercise
have a trifling alteration, of a figure or two, made in the question ;
no further examination or variety of question being given ?

But we must not atiribute all the blame to the much-abused
teacher. In the first place the books set are badly graded, far too
difficult for the classes to whick they are appointed, and contain
more matter than can possibly be properly taught in the short tiuwe
that can bo devoted to the work. To those numerous teachers who )
understand the subject, the books are ¢ positive hindrance, and to
those whe do not kuow anything of this branch, they are a tewmp- l
tation to allow of mere copying. If drawing is ever to take its
place in our schools as a practical training, it must e done in some‘:
other way—it must be done not merely with the hand but also with
the mind.  Should any of our teachers hold the same opinirsie s we
do on this subject, we hope they will not neglect to air their griev-
ance at the conventions during the year. As au old teacher re
marked lately—we are now going through the drawing.craze at
present—well, let it be a ¢ craze "—but by all means let the eraze be
of some uwve and wot a mere deception.

Wintiax Bunryg, Brampton.

DO YOU READ EDUCATIONAL PAPERS?

The best evidence that a teacher is tryving to better himself in
the work of teaching 1s the fact that he rexds cducationid works
aud learns wlat others are doing to improve themselves in their
noble undertaking.

The teacher owes it to his pupils, his patrons, and to himsclf to
keep abreast of the times.  To-day our public schools are receiving :
more attention from the best class of our people than cver before.
Their faults and weaknesses, as well as their excellencis, arvo
brought vut in their clearest Jight. Cu- schools must be better
taught in tho future than they are new or have been in the past.
If tho teachors of to-day would do this better teaching they must
Lezome botter teachers. To do this they must know their fault,
and correct thum, and know what will be expected of them in

teaching Lottor schools which an awakened public opinion will de-
mand. ’

The successful manufacturer has his daily repurts from all parts of
the cuuntry , the successful merchant cach day reads the quotations
of merchandiso fur the provivus day , the successful stock broker
receives hourly reports of changes that occur in the market ;
the successful teacher, he who educates the manufacturer, the
merchant, the broker, and the farmer, reads his educational
papers.

It is ns necessary to keep posted in school work a3 in any other
business.

The worthy teacher, the vie preparing to do this better work, is
not without his educational papers.—Normal School Tusti wctor,

-

Writing must be taught by its principles. The pupils should be
made fanmliar with the analysis of the letters, also, their up or
duwn strohes and curves, and by constant dnll i these they can
be made proticient in the art of writing. Before an exercise 1s pat
into the copy-books, let the pupils practise it upon loose slips of
paper. Let every stroke be made simultancously by the whole
schoul, the teacher keeping time audibly for them, one, tiwv, or
better, up, down, for the strokes, and right, loft, for the curves,
wmentionng them i thewr proper order.  Oue of the mast serious
fanlts m teaching writing 1s the endeavor to make pupils write as
much as possible like the copy in the book. If a child can learn
to make the letters neatl, :4d legibly, it is not of the slightest
conscquence whether they look like the copy or not. Children do
not naturally walk alike, or speak alike ; why then should they all
write alike?  DBesides, the thing is iinpossible, for when the pupils
leave school and undertake the busmess of hfe, their writing
assumes distinctive characteristics — so distinctive that in a thousand
men, all taught by the same copy-hooks, it would be hardly possi-
ble to find two whose pemmnauship is so very similar that the one
would be hkely to bo taken for the other. Teach children to
practise ~riting outside of their copy-books, by copymny short
poems or articles, and by committing their thoughts to paper.
They will thus be far more likely to take pleasure in their writing
exercise, and will improve much more rapidly.

Educational flotes and Hes.

The Normal Schools at Turonto and Ottawa open on Tuesday the
19th inst.

Mr. R. Lane, teachier of the public school, Enficld, has been re-
engaged for 1886,

F. H. Sykes, B. A, has aceepted the modern language mastership
of Port Porry Righ School.

The Guelph High School is to bo raised to the rank of a Collegi-
ate Institutc on the 26th inst.—Dugferin Adcertiser.

Mr. Ralph Ross, of Oxford, has been appointed assistant teacher
in the Dundas High School. ~Dundas True Banner.

Biswarck public schaal opened «n Monday with Me. Higley as
priucipal, and Miss McColl sccond teacher.

Mr. D. McGill, of WaBlacetown, has been enmged as head teach-
cr in the Datton public schoo) for this year at a salary of §425.

Mr., Geo. Hogarth, of Solina, has accepted the position of teacher
in Strathroy Colleginte Institute for the present year. He will
leave for there shortly.—Canadian Skitesman.

Mr. A. W. Aytoun Finlay, late high school headmaster at Chat-
haw, comes to London for ashort ume.  Mr. Finlay will go into
the practice of law.—Free Prese,

Mr. Alex. McMillan, of Granton, is an applicant for the In-
spectorshup of South Huron.  He is well qualitied for the position.
For ten or twelve years ho taught in East Middlesex.— Free Press



