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ui(>r and the ]i|;i(e |)il! in :i po-itioii lo rcsi.-! an attack, liiit Mni-<li had

|iailiali\' iii'st loycd tli<'>c wofks Ijcfoi-c cvacual iiii: it in .\ui;iist.' 'I'lio

river front \va> ciitiri'ly upcn. All (if I lie liuiMini;s ucrc (Dti.-I riiricd

of hewn Ic'us with >hini;ic iimfs, and .-cinic witc rla]ilioard('il. With
tlicir t;aiiii'n,- and orcliard- they covered a i|Uailiaiii;ular .<|iacc <if two
hiniilred li\- three iiiindred yard-, the loiii;'e>l >ide lieiiii; |iaraile! to the

river. I.e\vi>'> orijiiiial cotnniand had taken u|i t !ieir ipiarte; ^ in these

liiiilditii::.-, where they were conil'ortalijy hon>e;!. 'I'lie iroo|i- liionjht

forwai'ci liy Colonel Wells, consisting; inaiiil-,- of men of the I7tli I'liited

States Infantry and the Isl Kent ilcl;y Uille l;(".;ihiiMii , occii|iied the

lio.-t i,\ liolHiIll- on the ri'ilil ,
outsiile the ehr|o>lirc, -ohie heini; liillelled

in dctai'hed hoii>es and the relnaimler cnrani|ied in tents. .Monij; the

ri\cr on lioJi .^idi* tor several miles there weic larm hon>ev, I'oi'iniiifr

in the whole a settlement which had a po|)ulaiion of more than tweh't'

luinilred |)ei>ons hefore the war lie,<:an. Xorlli of ihe villai;", ;it a dis-

ttmce of aliout one himdred yards, a deep hollow inn parallel ;o the

river, cio--sini;- the road to 15rown>iown nearly at riuht aiiule-, wiiich,

with an isolated farmhonse and orchard, alToriled -ome co\cr to a force

iittnckiliLT from that din ci ion.

W inchest er had with him then thrci com pa ni. - of the I7i h I'nited

States, three compaiiii-,- of the l.~t Kentucky militia iSi-oti',» iviiimeiil).

one coinpan.v of the "Jiid Kentuck>- militia (•Icniiinu--), five coinpiinies

of the oth Kentucky militia (Lewis), and ~i\ companie- of the 1st

Kentucky ilillc- i.Mleni, tnakini; in all .a t'orce of aliout (»7."i of ail lald<s,

inciudin.i; the wounded and their medical a;t-ndant-. < >rdei - had hccn

given to strengthen the ]iosition, lint little had linai done hi \-ond cnt-

tinij some loopholes in the pali-ades. .\ Licneral f<'i-lini- of sec\n-it>-

prevailed. .\- the weather was liitterly col,} and the snow lay dee])

everywheiv, no outlyitiL;- jiicket- were jto-ted and no patrols were sent

out durinii the idiiht.-'

rrijcicr Icaiiicd that It-ynolds had 1mi n d!i\.n from I'renchtown

at two o'clock on the inorninsi of the I'.ttli. He cpii-kK- (hcided that

there was no lime t<i he lost in attackiiru the enem\- at that place " with

idl ;ind i\cry description of force" within his rrach. rortiinatdy most
of the youiii; men of the I'etite Cote, were ceh'hratiim (Eileen Charlotte's

liirihday at a puhlic hall where the\- were warned for -ervice in ,a body.
Captain James Askin'- company of the 2nd llssex was diiailed a> the
jrarrison of Detroit, umler Major Mnir. who was still enfeeliled liy illness.

A corporal's party of the Koyal Artillery and the invalids of other re-iular

corps with the least elTective men of the militia were assi;;iied for the

' \\ illuuiis, J wo We.-tcni (
';iin|i:iii;iis. '.'.").
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