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ques6o-noiboundary as is here suppésed the United -States of America-ivould, it is believed,
nite décision of ýno -sovereign. And in the case submitted to His

submit to the defi Majestv
the King of the Netherlands, the United States, in forbearing to delegate any such power, 1N'ere

not iiifluenced by*-. anv -want of respect for that distinguisbed. .monarch. They bave, on the
contrarv given- him the most sir'rnal proofs of their considération and confidence. In the
present case especially as any revision or substitution of boundary -%vhatever had been steadily,
and in a spirit of unalterable détermination, resisted at Ghent and at Washington, they had not
anticipated the. possibility of there being any pecasion for delegating such -Êowers.

Among the questions to which. the language of the Treat.ý of 1783, already> quoted, gave
rise between*the high parties interested is the following, viz. where at a point due north from

the source of the River St. Croix are - the highlands which. divide the rivers that empty them-
selves into the River St. L à%vrence from those that fall in.to the Atlantic Ocean ?" at which
same point en said highlands was also tobé fouiid the north-west an&le of the lon- ëstablislied,

ïvell'l,-nown, and distinctly defined British Province of Nova Seotia.
on the southern border of. the River St. Lawrence, and at the -average distance from it of

less than thirty English miles, ther'e * is an el epý ran«e or continuation of broken highlands
extend'ing frôm Cape Rosieres- south-westerly to the sources of Connecticut River', formin- the
southern border of the 1asin of the St. Lawrence and the ligne des versants of the rivers

emptving into -itf The same highlands form. also the ligüé des versants on- the north -of the
River Ristigouche, emptvi tself the Bay des Chaleurs, the River St. John -%vith, its
noriberlv and westerly branches emptving into the Bay of Fundy, the River Penobscot with
its north-westerly branches emptying into the Bay of Penobscot,- the Rivers Kennebec and
ýAndrosco,gin, whose« united waters empty into the Bay of Sagadhock, and the River Con-
nectiýut into the bay usually called Long Island Sound.. These bays are all open

arms 6rthe sea or Atlantic Ocean'; are des*i,-nated by their names on MitcÉell's map; and
xvith the single exception of Sagadhock are àll equally well noivn and usù y designated

by iheir appropriate names. 'This ligne des versants constitutes the hi,ýhlands of the Treaty,
as claimed bv the United"States.

There is another ligne des versants wliich Great Britain claims as the highlands of the
tréatv. It is the dividing ridge that-bounds the southern line of the býsin of the River St. John,*

.and divides the streams tÈat floiv into the River.'St. John from those which flow into the
Penbbscot and St. Croix. 2;o river flows from this dividin- ride into the Rivér St. Lawrence.

On the contrary; nearly the whole of the basins of the St. John and Restiý,ouche intervene. The
source of -the St. Croix also is in this very ligne des versants, and less than an English mile
distant from the source of a tributarv stream of the St. John. This proximity reducin- the due
north line of the treaty, as it were, to a point, cïmpelled tLe -provincial agents of the British

Gavernment to extend the due north line over this dividin-ý rid e into the basin of th6 St. John,
crossing. its tfibutary streams to the distance of about forty miles from the source of the St. Croix,
to the vicinitv of an isolated bill betweé'n thé tribùtary streams of the St.'John. Connecting
that isolated bill with the. ligne des versants, as just described, by passing betweïen sa.id tributary

streams,- they claimied it as constituting the highIands of the treaty.
These two ran,,es of hiablands as thus described, the one contended for by the United States,

and the otherby Great Britain, His Majesty the.arbiter' regards as comporting equally weH, in
all respects, with the lan-uage of the treat . It is not the intention of the undèrs"igned in this f.


