
PREFACE',

of its exîstence 1 am fully prepared, and shall be.wel,

conteùt if any thing in the form, or colouring of the

momentary trifle please even the passing glance of the

condescending beholder. But some will say life has

more serious ends than to be frittered, away îîn creating

or in behoiding mere bubbles. This is true to a certain

extent ; yet even in bubbles there may be found matter

of important observation. and touches of beauty sug-

gestives of ideas refining to, the taste and *softening to

the disposition. The Bard of Avon found 14 good, in

ever thing;" and so will most rightly tempered minds.,

If, theu, my book wholly fails to yield improvement as

well as aratification let the réader sbare the blame.

To those who think that the orders' of fiëtion should

be preserved as distinct from eacb other as the orders, of

arelâtecture: both the treatment and design of this work

will give great offience. It is no't strict] a domestic or

a sentimental stoir > neither is it, an bumorous or aýy
fashionable story nor does it claim kindred with any

decided school whatever, but partakes, perhaps, of all,

Anotherrdore seriou's arcytinient among adverse critics

will be this-that the professed heroine does not chiefly

sastain what interest there -ay be found here. For this

Ecense which 1 have taken I- make no plea other tban

that the nature of my design required an exception to

what I admit should be held as a creneral rule,


