LY EXPENSE

at shaves smoothly, easily,
tic is a razor that shaves
h blade is better than a.

pd, all you have to do is—
n your money.

STREET.
EAT AND DRINK.

hitis, Neuralgia,
pasms, etc.
pame of the Inventor,
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FACTS AND FIGURES TELL

~ CITY'S PROGRESS DURING 1906

Proud of its phenomenal progress
during 1906, Vietoria faces the present
year assured that it will be one of great-
er prosperity. The city is dual in its
characteristics, it is both a tourisj; and
residential resort and a community of
rapidly growing commercial “and " mari-
time importance. The statistics given
below show how progress has been made
along both these lines.

Firstly, dealing with Victoria from a
tourist and residential standpoint, sev-
eral interesting statistics have peen
gathered, coveririg last year. Practical-
ly a thousand people more rode every
day on the street cars during 1906 than
during 1005. Actually covering business
to Saturday last, and estimating the
past_two days, the figures furnished by
the B. C. Blectric Railway company are

ollows:
= X 1903. 1906.
Passengers carried.. 3,092,538 8,425,000
To continue the statistics from® the
came souree, the number of electric
lights in use at the end of the same

year are as fo!lowsi 190-5- * 106

: pent lights ..... 49,857 56,115
<Pe%hn§ comparfy‘-s customers for electric
light increased 500 during the pgst year
and for gas 200. During 1906 nearly
10 miles of gas mains were laid.
Confidence im Victoria is most em-
phatically shown by the expgnd'ltures
made by the same company within the
past 12 months. The details are:

Extepsions of track
Roliing stock
New offices
Gorge Park
Lighting exfer&ons
otor extensioms .......cccceenns B
%Ieeerve plant at sub-station

Sundries

Total

. As soqn as possible the laying of .gas
mains. will be recommenced, materials
for 20.miles more being ulrggdy in }_t-he
city. It is practically certain ﬁ;at th.e
new lime to Ross Bzg' will be built this
year apd estimates have been _prepared
coveriig large additions to rolling stock
gnd sederal éxtensions to car and traffic

ommpdations. 4 y
acf&no%l?er _steiking e\;idenge of .the
growth of Vietoria as a tourist resort is
the fact that the number of visitors at
the provincial museum _Wwas twice as
large during 1906 as any year before: -

'g‘nough the tourist travel of 1903
was much augmented by the Lewis and
Clark expesition, that of;1906 reached
much larger dimensions without any ex-
traneous circumstances.. . It was esti-
mated recemtly, after a most careful
serutiny of the hotel registers, that 35,-
(00 visitors came to Victoria during the-
summer of 1908. And they have never
stopped coming. Victoria is the Mecca
of people from the prairie. Edmonton,
Moose Jaw, Calgary and Winnipeg ap-
pear with almost' monotoneus regular-
ity opposite . DUMErous, signatures. On
Januaty 6 a party of_10(? from Winni-
peg will leave :that city, z}rrlvxqg here
on the 10th. T. L. MeKay, one of the

beést. known: ML% Pperatory . ! 'f'»"g\ﬁlé? oy

A 4 "
TWest,-said only. the other day t |
every ome of: them wqul,g-&ﬁyegt in, Vic-
toria. = = = 3
.Postal Statistics S 14T
Post office statistics are ’a good ari-
tirion of a city’s’ progress. Those of
Victoria show an extremely satisfactory
advance. The figures given nre for the
fisca] year, ending June 30:
“1903."

783
-orders issued
Total amount of mcig;y e 21%]&?06 3
ved from . pubplic....
l.i‘:g 61 , 727
P s e e o

ers
No. 15,087 2
Toral amount of mon:,‘;sorders pg}sﬁ’m e

tal amount of ‘postél notes paid
° 24,487 56

On 8 turday Deputy Postmaster
Cairns . cated thaf, K the mumber of ex-
tra parcels during the year just closed
exceeded 2,000, and ' registered parecels
had a similar advance. :

Customs Returns i

The impofts into Victoria during 1906
amounted to $3,818,848 against the sumr
of $2,073,325 in the previous yea\g;1 This
shows an increase_ in value of $840,521
within a small fraction of 30 per gent.
The details furnished by the customs
house are as follows: . N A
P T Trooos
19086. 5. X E
P 5 8,410 $ 45,580 § 56,196

! gﬁlggg ¥ 181 $ 3110 $ 13,849

Jan.
Feb. ..
Mch ..

181,368
226,271
223 187,151 22,595
Wotals.$3,067,911 $2,470,543 $745,935 $302,872
The duty collected during 1906 ex-
ceeded that of 1905 by. the sum of $144,-
691.05, or 20 per cent. Official detalls
are: P
= i Other
Chinese. Rev.
2500 §

1006. Duties.
5 127 88

ar;ua'ry 92;
february . 6
March

April

nay

7
‘upe
Jn?,v
August
Septembr .
October ...
Novembr ..
*Decembr .

88

28ty

§§&§:w
8RaSEESI3Y

Total "o ui
Grand tota], 1906
Grand total,

*Estimated.
"During 1906 the trade of the port of
Victoria in spirits, malt and tobacco in-
creased over 10 per cent, the revenue
from this source in 1905 being §$170,-
038.65, and last year $187,451.88, an ac-
cession to the coffers of the Dominion
of the sum of .$17,413.21. The amounts
collected month by month wunder the
various heads are as follows:

KRR 33888855288

"Added to fhe, latter, shaild be & 7er
AT T e

| city’s prosperity.

Victoria for the fiscal year ending Jung'

trived ..
eparted .. ..

80, 1906, are here given:
Coasting.
Vessels. Tonnage. Crew.
.. 2,385 610,340 87,
o 2,367 1,465 57,249
: Sea Going.
e 671 505,184 36,840
it cargo... .. y
bsllns%? .o .. 883 404,089 ‘Z%»%)
0'&?&“’5 59 398,
CATgO .. «.
In ballast. .. .. 469 478,@ w
Tl'le number of vessels arriving at and
leaving this port is very largely conse-
quent upon the adwmirable facilities pres-
ent for both building and repalring
ships. In addition to the Esquimailt
graving dock, with a length to dock:
gate, level with keel blocks, of 450 feet;
and gates having a width of 65 feet,
there are three marine railways with
the following dimensions:
Cradle
Length. Beam,
Esquimalt Marine .Rg...... 800 Tit. 60 ft.
Victoria Machinery Depot.. 280 ft. 69 £,
B .C. Marine Ry. Co. ..... 180 ft. 42 £,
.. Twenty-seven vessels, with a total
burthen of 82,088 tomns, occupied tha
Esquimalt graving dock during the past
year. Their total stay was 159 days,
or practically half the time, which com~
pares very favorably with the record of
previous years, and shows the growing
importance of Victoria as a shipping
centre. The revenue derived from ves-
sels docking reached the sum of $25,-
786.12. A detailed statement, furnished
by Capt. Isaac A. Geuld, the superin-
tendent, is as follows:

t_”’oreverl for park and exhibition
poses is as follows: ~
1B s e siensontes + -$400,000

gencon
owker rk . 45,000
21,000

purs

gricultural Park a buildings. ..
orth Ward Park ™ .
ark at

Lmes

—p——

$532,025
! Public Health
| The public health is an important
ftem whea considering the progress of
the city. In 1806 it was particularly
good. Sanitary Inspector Wilson was
@sked yesterday as to this matter, and
veplied: “I have been in my present
position for over 7 1-2 years, and dur-
ing 1906 there has been much less sick~
ness than ever before. As an instance
of this, I may say that during the past
three. months ./ there, has '‘béen ‘only one
oase of infectious diséase within the city
limits, and‘that was a mild case of.scar-
lot fever, : Vietoria has been wonder:

{f" ﬁl%_iﬂe from sickness.”
i

s is borne out by the fact thaﬁ
despife the large inerease in population
during 1906, there: were over-14 per cent
less interments in Ross Bay cemetery
than during 1905. The figures are:
Interments at Ross Bay, 1905
Interments at Ross Bay, 1906

~ Police statistics for 1906 are not yet

available, and will not be for about a ¥

week, but they will prove most satid*
factory. As the chief of police stated
yesterday: “There was not a murder
and pracfically no serious crimes com-
mitted in Victoria last year.”

. Name of Vessel.
S. 8. Ellerie ....
Shil Milverton

amm

. Wyeneric :..occaees
S. Black Heath ......

8. ‘Victoria

. Pennsylvania
8. .Dulwich

. Otta

.- Mariechen

ip 'Blisha Lihn .
S. Strathnairn
8. Jeanie %

o MLOR.
S.
G.

DRRRmpnRR:

8. Kestrel—Water supplied;, did no

/ Perlod of Dockage.

.. June
er Lily—Water | o'tA:g.
« dotk.

Bamses -De

Tonnage. Dues.
8,569 $ 518 20

2,192 484 00
3,600

3,118

2,846

ey

8,246
3,488
8,502
3,343

3

¥

Ux
3

T il
e
B33

B 8

. 17 40 Aug 18
. to Sep. 1
2 {0 Sep. 4
21
. 28

2NN Lo
ke

el
SRGE

1\:3
&3

e

4,350
1,071
9840

3,082

T
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Building Progress .

_Buijlding during 1906 was extremely
active in Victoria, the valuation of per-
mits.-granted ‘being about 10 per cent
greater than that of -1905. = Details
were given recently in these columns,
the totals of which- were: - L

Buijding permits, 1905.....$554,250.00
g - perinits; 180671, 9u-683,880.00

e

large sum, possibly
. constructed in suburban residential dis-
tricts by Victoria contractors. :
In addition to”the $250,000 spent by
the C. P. R. during the year in the eon-
struction; of the' mew Empress hotel,
some of the important structures are:
B. C. Eiectric- Ry. Co., office, $22, A
C. P. R., new freight sheds, $15,000;
W. J.. Pendray,, alterations and addi-
tions to factory, $10,000; Royal Jubilee
hospital, additions, $6,000; R. P. Rithet
& Co., additions, $4,000; Savoy theatre,
alterations, $10,000; D. Spencer, Ltd.,
additions, $8,000; Pithet ‘& Leiser, six-
storey brick block, $45,000; A. J. Wood-
ward, greenhouses, $3,400. :

Civic Revenue

QOonsidering the extent of the «ity,
.the assessment for levying of taxes is
extremely low. " When it is considered
that within the past six months proper-
ty. to:the extent of over $5,000,000 has
changed: hands, "this fact is tixe most
strikingly shown. . Detdils of the last
two years’ assessments are:

AT T 1805. 1908..
pand.... .. .. ..$10,623,314  $10,962,845
Improvements. . 7,612,840 7,877,290

Totals.. .. .. ..$18,136,154 $18,570,135

:The taxes. coﬂ_ee;t'ed_ during the past
year show an increase over the receipts
of 1905 proportionally much above the
gccession to assessed values. This
proves that .a considerable sum in ar-
rears has been. paid, an evidence of the
The figures given for
1905 are from the municipal annual re-
port; those for 1006 consist of the col-
lections to November 30 $308,518.46),
with a very small sum added. They are:
Taxes collected 1905 $209,244.02
Taxes collected 1906

The public schools 6f Victdria are a
eredit to the city. Alt]gough the rapid
growth of population “will: render neces-
sary the provision of increased accom-
modation during the coming year, the
High school and 11 graded schools rep-
resent an actual cash value of $210,000.
During 1906 a sum_much in excess of
that expended "during 1903," was paid
eut by- the .city and .provincjal govern-
ment combined. The amounts are as
follows:

“J7"—CITY

.6 .:6 ..6..6 ..6 ..6 ..8..
3549%53'206 514%0%}39 87

Spécial tax rate ,032. ,382.

G‘c’)vernment grant.. .. 34,004.94 *32,829.00

$59,837.00 $82,361.87
*Estimated as to last qqarter.

An increase of 38 per cent over that
of 1905 shows the expenditure during
the past year. - )

During 1907 two new parks were.add-
ed to Victoria’s breathing spaces.-From
the Finlayson estate North ward park
was acquired for the sum, of $21,000,
and, to complete.in perpetuity the facil-
‘ities for the provincial exhibition that

| average has beeriy100, ¢
4250 per ceuf=§b ?v ’

: - Library Returns

The_ first year’s returns for:' the new,
Vict_orm public' library. show a -most
gratifying progress.: Very mnearly 25,000
books were taken wout by the holders of
cards, of whom there are now 1,572.
For the first month, January, the aver-
age number of books taken out was
40, while for the last three q:(:g;hg.—tlé

1 o
2 s that *the ?ns itttion .
is being patronized by a large number
of rcitizens. ‘Six daily ‘papers, 12 Eng-
lish" weeklies, 20 Canadian weeklies, 24
monthly magdzines and 30 miscellaneous
papers are supplied for public use. Fic-
tien is the most popular form of reading
matter takepn from the library by its, pa-
trons, as ‘it férms 90 per cent of ‘the
books loaned., - The average duration of
time bétween exchanges is one week.
The following table shows the number
of books taken from the library each
month:

Jupe ....
July

Sepgtembefr

October

November

December .. o

Losses by Fire .

Losses by fire during 1906 were less
than 30 .per cent of those of 1905, and
much lower than any year- since ? ,
when there were 97 fires with a total
loss of $5,657. In 1905 there were 113
fires that caused, damage to the extent
of $22,102.. Only one serious.¢onflag-
ration occurred. .during the past.year,
three houses on Stanley avenue being
burnt during the month of May. The
manthly details of loss during 1906 are:
January $
. esivine 18 52

(ki

00
0

15
2,994
95

2

00
00
00
o
(N

30

57

60 00

830 00
October . 510 00
November

\ : $6,350 30
This loss, less than one dollar in every
$1,240 of the assessed value of improve-
pent_s, .ls.truly.n remarkable showing.
¢ Mnunicipal improvements proceeded

Municipal Improvements

apace during 1906,. the most important
beiig a large extension of the sewerage
system, and the laying .of 6 3-4 miles
of permanent sidewalk. It is probable
no city of its size in Canada has done
so much work in. this direction during
the past year. <Compared with 1905,
the figures are as follows:

19086.
9,000 ft.
1,775 tt.
8,000 ft.
50,015+
2,000*

19803.
Plank sidewalks.. .. ..18,038ft.
Boxdrains .. .. .. .. 51701t
Surface pipe drains...10,148 ft.
Rock surfacing 37,527*
Gravelling .. . . 5,403*
Perm. sidewalk—
Day labor .. .. .. 1,577 ft.
ent . .43,341 ft. 35,640 tf.

Local improve
020 ft. 27,720 ft.

Sewers .. .. ..
*sq. yds.
Bank Clearings
One of the most gratifying sets: of
figures will be given in conclusion, that
of the bank clearings for 1906, as com-

1906.
January .. ..
February.. .
March.. .. .
April ., ..
May ..
June .
July..
August.. .an se o
September.. +v oo oo
October.. .a ee oo o
November .. ce oo oo
*December .. .. .. .

9,982

9,650.00

Raw
Leaf To-
baccy,

a5

Malt. %o
SN

Tobacco.
$

Cigars
$ 2,581.% 965

62 s
748.57

- 800.70
1,056.22
858.66
1,187.90
772.50
806.40
79755
045.00
985.72
885.00

R
o
W

agesltisy

-3
o

b LN
1B = P o W 1D 00 Lt Ot
O =i Py~
u@&m-x- pig

Methy-
lated Other
Spirits. ” Totals.
- $ $ 15,622.26
12,054.71

3

14,164.80

*Estimated.

"$3,753.60

2| =N

2
3

03, $10,754.88

$086.25 $103.58 $2,038.42 $187,401.86

Shipping
Shipping statistics are preof ‘positive
of a city’s maritime importance. The
_latest available of those of the port of

has become one of the city’s big an-
nual events, Bowker park'was purchas-
-éd for $45,000. The aggregate value of
the land now held in trust by the city'

pared -with 1905. The month of De-
cember is particularly favorable. For
that month the total clearances amount-
ed to $4,532,240, an increase over the

‘| of statistics will be given.

same month of 1905 of $1,848,916. For
the purpose of comparison; the Décem-
ber clearances f%réoﬁthga five previous

years are given: , $8,188,324; 1904,
2,625,683; 1908, ‘$2,850,147;. 1902, $3,-
14,943; 1901, $2,169,324;

The total clearances for 1906 exceed-
ed those of 1905-by $8,725,151, or near-
ly 24 per cent. When it is remembered
that the E. & N, transfer took place

‘| during 1905, a transaction involving sev-

eral million ‘dollarg, it will be seen that
the growth of business in Victoria dur-
ing the past.year. was very large. .The
total clearings for the years mentioned
are: A )
Bank clearings, -1805.. ... . 890,464
Bank clearings, 1908. . si’€55;(515;61{ft
The above ig"the statistical record of
Vietoria during 1008 as far as is “at
present available: In no single ‘particu-
lar-do the figtures show cause for regret.
They. prove that business in every line
of effort has prospered, and that this
New Year's' Day sees the city in a bet-
ter position than 'ever before.
: Mentios has been made on many oc-
casions of the ‘increase im population,
largély of visitors from the* Northwest,
who fell in love with the climate and
decided to make: Victoria their home.
Though many have “bought property
Jjust iutside the city, they are all con-
tributing to its upbuilding, and the com-
ing year will see*a still greater influx.
New industries are &pringing up, “the

old ones are all doing well and expand- | ave

ing. During the pastiyear, at least two
important financial _institutions, the
Northern bank and the British Ameri-
can Trust -company, have opened offices
in Victoria. The latter has made. many
important investments that were report-
ed. as they took place. Early in 1807
the Merchants’ bank will open a
branch. here, having alréady purchased
a site at the southeast cdrner of Yates
and Douglas .streets. All these parts
indicate that Victoria. at the end. of
1907 will be in a much better position
than at present, and worthy of being
the capital city of thé greatest province
in Canada. )

Although not’ actually  consisting of
Victoria businéss -alone, two other sets
The office
of the registrar-general has shared the
gemeral = prosperity. Although  last
month’s receipts. are estimated on the
actual ‘of the previous eleven months,
they will be found practically correct.
The figures for:-1905 are official. They
show an incréage in business of $9,-
231.80, or about 18 per cent.
Reg.-Genl's recéipts, 1905....850,513.05
Reg.-Genl’'s receipts, 1906.... 59,744.13

Mining- Certificates

The receipts of the Victeria mining
recorder’s office to the end of October,
1906, were $233.73 more than for the
whole of 1905. Later financial statis-
ties for last year are not available. e
total bueiness of the two years mention-
ed is as follows: )

1905. 1908.
Free miiners’ certificafes: issued: 450 489
Free miners’ certiftcates: special)-
Clesued. st oo AT IR E e T e
Mining claims recorded-..... ..
Cert{ﬁcutes of work issued ...,"218
Certificates of improvemt issued
Gfxia_ms of water rights for min-
= 1IN seiTes set se oW
Congeyances recorded - 44
Placer-Jeases issued ., .
Permifs recorded.. .. aa.oee
Lay over..

5280

il e ..

-
ORAD

Re‘venvue.l

Free miners “cerfificts $4:166 05 .

Mining receipts..+vP44 2,32070 ¢

] i TeocHTa. Al
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¥Whet, at 5" 6"clikk “yésterday after-
‘moon, ‘the last’ méteorclogical observa-
tions of 1906 were taken, it was ‘found
that the claims of Victoria” for almost
perfect “weather were again -vindicated.
The total rain and snowfall for the
year was 27.22 inéHes, ‘which is much
1ess-than ‘that 6f:any other peint.on the

Nofthern Pacific: const. * Spow ‘only fell |

to ‘the extent of :3:2 inches, "ten being
counted as one :of wain.- From last

January until “yesterday -there was no |July

snowfall, when on the last day- of the

0| year three:tenths of an inch fell, al-

though nobedy appeared to netice it.
Rain fell on 30 days-ifi four of the sum-

December ..
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mier “months, June to Septefaber, but
there . were only lght showers, the total
preeipitation being 4.48 inches. During
the balance of the year the total fall
was 22.74 inches of rain, precipitated
upon 115 days.

There were only 71 dayp in the whole
year that the sun did not shine in Vie-
toria. During July and August there
was an average of 10 hours 11 miuutes
a day, while the spring months, from
April to June, averaged 6 hours 28
minutes. .

Phe hottest day was July 8, when the
thermometer registered 88 1-2 degrees
Farenheit. March 15 was the coldest
day, when there was nearly 11 degrees
of frost. Apart from -the unlooked-for
cold spell during the month mention-
ed, the coldest day was January 20,
when the lowest temperature reached
was 26.2 degrees.

But the average temperature is, after
all, the best by which to judge. The
two tables following show, first, the
summer temperature, for June, July and
August, and, second, the winter temper-
ature, embracin j’anuary, February,
November and December:

SUMMER. TEMPERATURB. =

Average of highest ...

Average of lowest .

Average MEAN ....es-
WINTER TEMPERATURE.

Average of high . s

Average. o

Deg.
82.2
45.8
62.0

Tage Mmesn ...

The following-tables, furnish
courtesy of K. Baynes: Reed, Doml
meteorological officer. here, give full
statisties of.the weather of: 1906:

Table No.' - 1.~~Monthly- and -.annual
amount of rain-and snowfall during the
year 1906, wshowing -also  -the total
amount of precipitation (rain and SDOW),
whether above or below the average,
and the number of days on which pre-
cipitation occurred,” as recorded at_the
Dominion meteorological office, Vic-
toria, B. C. s

Total Ave. days
Bxgl.u vSIn’;)‘v;v In. *Above Pre-

—Below cipi-
tation.

PORAVS OO D Siir0
BE3RBaRREIBY
‘w@99999999?n
BEBRUZRREIRG

Dec.

Total ..26.00 820 27.22 ,
of‘h'. B.—Ten. inches of snow count as one

fain,
Table 2.—Showing the amount of
bright sunshine and the highest, low-
est and average temperature for each
month of the year 1906, as recorded at
the Dominion meteorological office, Vic-
toria, B. C. - E

. Total. No.- Approx. No.Nb]g)'ys

of Hours Dalily. Sunshine
Ave.
JaANUATY oo eoce

February ..
March .. 00 »
April ..

L e

RO AR

May .o oo
JUDE .. oo oo
July .. oo eese-
August .
S’egtember ot
October . .
November .

[ mueooEaog e
RERIBBBELE

=i i=

Average. ¢
*Above. .,
—Below. .

SRR Average .
SResstasss
22828238832

BEANBEE mighest . &
]
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XS CHATER OF

FIRE. INSURANCE CO.

British Wmerican Trust Co. With
Headquarters Here Expands
<Its Business

vl

“The British American Trust com-
pany has bought- the chdrter of the
British-Canadian Fire Insurance com-
pany, the stock of which has been com-
pletely subscribed. ~All government re-
quirements have also been met, and
within a few days the new subsidiary
¢ompany will be organized with a capi-
tal of $1,000,000,” said A. C. Flumer-
felt, president of the B. A. Trust com-
pany, who returned home_after an ab-
sence of five weeks in - Montreal and
Eastern Canada.

Mr. Flumerfelt also gave further par-
ticulars regarding the work pf gxplot-
atiori being undertaken by him in the
Cedar  district, south of Nanaimo. He
said: “Yes, we have taken an option
on 2,000 acres of coal land in the Cedar
district, and are ahout to grant a con-
tract to dmill for coal there. We intend
thoroughly exploring this property with
diamond drills, and development will
follow.” .

The coal properties on Vancouver Isl-
and that were bonded by Mr. Flumer-
felt were owned by Dr. R. O’Brien, E.
Quennel, T. D. Jones and other sma]!er
holders, there being in all thirteen in-
terests, and $200,000 was deposited as
bond for payment for these properties.
Initial prospecting . which has taken
place on the lands indicates that 'they
contain valuable coal seams, and it is
expected that a large industry will fol-
low the report of the boring operations
for which a contract is now being \et.‘
The properties are situated on Boat’
Harbor, and are about 12 miles distant
from Nanaimo and 6 from Ladysmith.
It is expectéd that Boat Harbor will be
selected as the shipping point, in which
event bunkers would be built there and
a settlement would follow.

“Another property of which I have
bought control,” said Mr. Flumerfelt,
s the Alberta Coal & Coke company,
operating mines’near Frank, Alta. The
head offices of this company will be at
MecLeod. The coal being mined at this
property is certainly of fine quality and
suitable for domestic uses, and is limit-
less in quantity. Tunnels are now being
driven on seams Nos. 2 and 11 from the
river level on ‘The Old Man’ mine, run-
ning south to the railway, where the
working shaft will bé sunk. The com-
pany is working two ghifts and the staff
will be increased as soon as possible,
the intention being to push developmeht
with all expedition. .

“F inspected -this -property and also
the mines of the International Coal &

Coke Company, Ltd., at Coleman,
Wash., of which I -have also bought: con-
trol . and -am-president... Interested with
me is H. N. Galer, who is vice-president
and -general-manager. of the mines.”

J. C. Keller, former president of the
Alberta company, ‘is quoted by  the
Frank newspaper as stating: “I do not
think there is any doybt that we have
the making of one of the greatest mines
in your country. I think you will find
that time will justify my prediction
that .one of the greatest domestic coal-
producing mines in the "whole province
will be made.” I have also had the
greatest confidence in the property since
I became interested in the -company,
but what-I have seen on this trip has
made me enthusiastic.”

The Frank paper adds: “While Mr.
Keller was on the ground—December
8—work was started on No. 11 seam,
which proves to be a seam about eight
feet thick and the 'coal a superlatively
fine lignite. It‘comes out in big lumps,
s exceedingly herd, and has ‘almost the
shine of a diamond. " A car of coal from
the seam was shipped to Spokane while
Mr, Keller was on the ground. It is
said to have aroused keen interest
among Spokane coal men.”

In the last issue of the weekly market
letter of Sharpe & Irvine, of Spokane,
dated Dec. 29, 1908, the two coal prop-'
erties are spoken "of as follows: “Al-
berta Ceal & Coke.—This stock at the
present price is the best buy of any
coal stock on the market, and ‘any of
our clients purchasing same and can
afford to wait for about 12 months will
make large profits. The control of the
above company has lately passed into
the hands of A. C. Flumerfelt of Vie-
toria and H. N. Galer of Coleman.

“International Coal has been in good
demand, mainly on account of the fact
that the company has declared a divi-
dend of 1 per cent per share, payable
February 1.

Mr. Flumerfelt announced that Rob-
ert W. Riddell, of the British American
Trust company, - has been appointed
manager of the British Canadian Fire
Insurance company, which will be oper-
ated as a subsidiary concern from the
same offices in Vietoria, already occu-
pied by the former firm.

During his trip east Mr. Flumerfelt
found a marked increase of interest in
British Columbia, and particularly in
Victoria.

.

BIG STRIKE THREATENED

Peoria, Ill., -Jan. 2.--The grand
axecutive of the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemen and Engine Men is in
session here tonight, considering the
extension of the Texas and Louisiana
strike to other railway lines operated
by E. H. Harriman. It is expected
that an adjournment will be taken
tomorrow. While complete secrecy as
to the transactions in the meeting is
intended, it was said tonight that the
brotherhood will make a severe thrust
at the Harriman system within the
next few days. 'The membership of
the order on all these lines is voting
on- the question of extending the

strike. «

\

YEAR'S PROGRESS ON
VANCOUVER ISLAND

i ments

In writing & resume of cenditions on
Vancouver Island during 1906, and out-
lining from. present knowledge, its pros-
pects for the year just opening it can-
not be too clearly pointed out that pres-
ent development i8, to a very large ex-
tent, preliminary and chiefly interesting
a8 indicative of what is to come. As-
suming the correctness of this state-
ment, and its truth will be almost uni-
versally admilted, the history of the
past year and the probable outcome of
the. present one -may ‘well be told to-
gether. !

Victoria is dealt  with at length else-
where in this issue.” Nandimo is well
able to look after itself but one or two
interesting events of the past year in the
Coal City cannot be overlooked in a
general review of the.island, Coal ‘min-
ing has, and will-for a long period be
one of the chief factors in the commer-
cial life of Nanaimo and it is. with
pleasure that the continued expansion of
that industry is noted by ‘all parts of the
province. Further reference to thig sub-
jeet will be. made later on,.. . ...,

The acquisition, by a strong syndicate,
heided by ex-Mayor Arbuthnot snd oth-
er wealthy - Winnipeggers; during -the
past  year, of ‘the saywmill property: of
Andrew Haglam, assured the exploita-
tion of that industry. to the fullest de-
gree. Much money has been spent .on
the' improvemeént of- this already import-
ant institution and a start _has- -been
made o6n alterations and remodelling that
n’)i&result in doubling its output during

A témporary setback, for some un-
known cause generally credited to mar-
ine  seismic  disturbances on the Pacific
Cosast last year, has been given to the
herring fishing and curing industry _of
which Nanaimo is the centre.. This will,
it is hoped, prove only temporary and
those engaged in the business mentioned
expect . that -the instruction.of = Cawie,
the Scotch expert, will result in building
up in the vicinity of Nanaimo anm indus-
try unique on this codst and capable of
almost illimitable development.

The smelter centres, Crofton. and
Ladysmith, were busier last year thaq
ever before. Reference to Mr. Jacobs
article. printed on 'another page will
show that the output of the metallifer-
ous mines of Vancouver Island has in-
creased. This fact, and.the heavy con-
tracts made for the treatment of ‘ores
from  Gribble Island, AtHn ‘and White
Horse- indicaté that 1907 will witness
mueh progress in the smelting m_dust;y.

Railway development, in the direction
of precise, surveys though not of actual
construction, has been an important fea-
ture of the past year's work. Kvery-
thing is ready for the building of -2 rail-
road across the island from:-a point
uear Nanaimo to the head of the Alberni
Canal when the growth of Oriental
trade, or the contihued exploitation of
island resources, warrants its construc-
tion. Although -the Shepherd party
made. & careful. recognizance” and @noth-
er completed & location suryey, still an-
other party under- the. diréétion of . Mr.
Brobeck, -one “of the old mainland con-
striiction ‘engineérs of the C. P.-R., is-at
pres:nt in the _ﬁetld 'pu,f wh‘:ﬁ is Bdn.;itg
to. be an_expedition for. the ascertain-
-of -the ggproﬁmlte cost” of ‘the
railrond’ mentioned. = o vTowein el

Lumbering. has. partaken of the.&x-

pansion so general throughout the prow-
ince during 1906. - The- chief feature of
the industry on  Vancotiver Island ~was
the completion of the mill of the Sutton
Lumber and Trading Company at: Mos-
quito Harbor. - The Vietoria Lumber
Co’'s mills ‘at Chemainus have increas-
ed their output largely. ' Nearer this city
Taylor Company has not, only supplied a
large amount of material for the E. &
N. railway but has also shipped a large
amount to the Northwest. Every mill
in the city has heen’busy, an intevesfing
feature of commercial expansion duripg
1906 being the opening up, by Lemon,
Gonnason & Co., of a regular trade in
luimber with -the Fiji Islands. Another
evidence of the prosperous conditions
was the re-opening of .the old Taylor-
Pattison mill, by one of the original
owners, John Taylor, in association with
Dr. Crawford, a new arrival from Win-
nipeg: So keen has competition been,
however, -that ‘this concern was, within
the past few days, acquired by the B. F.
Graham Lumber Co., an association of
Los Angeles and New York capitaHsts,
that has been particularly active since
its incorporation some months ago. This
corporation also purchased the- -limits
and logging outfit of the Monarch Lum-
ber Co:, near .Port Renfrew, and 'is at
present actively preparing for the con-
sfruction of a big mill at that point.
The same company will also during
1906 . build another large mill almost in
g}ght of Victoria, a short distance up
illstream frem Esquimalt harbor.

Mill sites have been laid on at Winter
Harbor and Marble Creek by W..F.
Best, of this city, for the Quatsino :Pulp
and Development Co. The timbers that
will form the framework of these mills
are being prepared in the woods and con-
structive operations on a large scale.are
expected during 1907.

While, outside the mines connected
with the smelters above mentioned, there
has not been much activity in‘shipment
of the metalliferous ores known: to exist
on Vancouver Island, there has been a
large amount of work accomplished dur-
ing 1906. (Claims have been developed
to a reasonable degree in many localities
and ‘new discoveries, many" of them on
Cowichan river, have stimulated pros-
pectors to ‘devote their attemtion to
work among the. hills. At the Big In-
terior mine, near the Great Central lake,
work has been carried on continuously.
This property was recently examined
by W. J. Sutton, M.E., with a view to
the erection of smelter to treat its ores
at the head of Alberni Canal.

Iron properties were in much demand
during the past year. One important
new discovery of fhis metal: was made,
on Quatsino Sound opposite the' hema-
tite properties handled hy James A.
Moore, of Seattle. This capitalist, who
is carrying out extemsive improvements
at the Irondale smelter, just across the
line, has announced that during 1907
he will make extensive shipments of ore
from Quatsino for smelting at the in-
stitution mentioned. For his conveni-
ence largely a ¢ustoms @b-station has
been located at Quatsino. Port Renfrew
has also been the scene of. continued
activity in iron prospecting and many
new locations were recorded during 1906.

‘Masses of marble as big as the Par-
liament Buildings,” was the * descrip-
tion given by Provincial Assayer Car-
michael of the deposits in Nootka
Sound. They will be worked largely
during the coming year, over $50,000
having already been subscribed by local
people to the stock of the company
formed for their exploitation. ‘The, num-
erous specimens of this marble on ex-
hibition in Victoria show it to be of very
fine texture, beautifully veined, free
from flaws and capable of receiving the
highest polish. Important contracts, for
delivery during 1907, have been entered
into for its sale,

Allied interests to those above men-

tioned during 1906 acquired the sand-
stone qugrries on-Saturna island and
the Atkins deposits of lime and ssnd
near Esquimalt. Both these properties
will be worked extensively. One of the
prominent shareholders recently pur-
chased in Hastern Canada a complete
plant for the manufacture of silica
brick under the German process. This
will be-the first manufactory of the c¢har-
acter on the Pacific coast.

Another new industry, and a remark-
ably successful one, brought Vancouver
Island into prominence during the past
year. The- Pacific Steam' Whaling Co.,
with headquarters at Sechart, although
it commenced operations in the Septem-
ber previous, did not bégin commercial
operations till early in 1906. Its suc-
cess was from the first apparent. ; Dur-
ing the past year with only one-whaler,
the Orion, it caught and dealt with near-
ly 300 whales, including four sperm.
The. value of these more than exceeded
the cost. of the company’s - plant which
was in the vieinity of  $260,000.© Con-

| cessions have been obtained by tfm,con-

pany from the Dominion government for
four more whaling stations, one, if not
two, of which will be located oh “Van-
couver Island. Another whaling steamer
is.on its way to Victoria, having been
purchiised by the company mentioned to
further extend its business. N

Mention was made of coal when the
progress of Nanaimg was shortly dealt
with at the beginning of this article,
but. other localities hsave contributed
equally. as .Jargely during 1906 to the
production of this commodity. There
has been expansion at Cumberland, Co-
mox and Ladysmith. Though tride was
slackened off "inm. one of the - principal
markets, San Francisco, when the dis-
aster of last April occurred, the present
demand is greater-than'ever before. The
output of 1906, despite the drawbaek
mentioned . -will fully equal that of any
previous year. - ..

Agricuiture on :Vancouver and adjac-
ent islands made steady progress during
the past twelve months.. -While all
branches were prosperous, fruit growing
received “the greatest impetus. This was
particularly true in the. districts sur-
rounding Victoria, at Gordon Head, Cad-
boro and ‘Cordova bays and--generally
throughout the Saamich peninsula. It
will take a few years for the planting of
1906 to come to. full fruition. The com-
ing year ‘will-alo be. one of seed-time,
but when the harvest comes in-five or
six years more the Baanich peninsula
will outrival thé- famous Niagara and
Hood river districts. “Island fruit bas
already an enviable réputation’ in the
markets of the new provinces and, as
Premier ' Scott ‘of Shaskatchewan said
when in this dity, its consumption will
only “be curtailed by thie limit of produc-
tion. e i e

In the  foregoing paragraphs -an in-
complete account has heen glvén of the
progress. of  ¥ancouver: Island ' “during
1906. Rrediction ag. to the future is
unnecessary; coming prosperity is writ-
en :large on the record of the past. <A
ull.Tesume would have contdined refer-
ences to many things here omitted, par-
tienlaply fthe island's geographital.
tipn -in -connection with the éomifig Ori-
ental: trade. . That is & story.. yet to
eomey ugh -has- been . written,  how-
ever, ~to demonstrate . that Vaneouver
Island; - the outpost of Empire on/.the
shores of thePacific,-is ‘entitled. to-be
térmed the Western Great Britain.

C00 FISHiNG FLEET
WAL OUTRT HERE

Plans for Establishment of Com-.
pany to Engage in"Deep-sea
Fishery-in Bering Sea

A company is to be incox_'pomted
shortly, -it-is reported, to. carry on cod-
fishing with a fleet of schooners of sim-
ilar build and sizé to the schooners of
the sealing fleet. Five vessels will be
purchased.. ‘The plans .as yet are not
fully matured; but it is stated the com-
pany will outfit a fleet of cod-fishing
vessels yearly for lengtlly cruises to
the northern sea and ship salt cod to
the eastern market. The Bering Sea
cod is considered equal, if not superior
to the cod taken off the Atlantic coast,
and there is a considerable demand.
Seattle companies engaged in the in-
dustry have had very successful sea-
sons, . WeA. ;

A PRODIGAL SON

Berlin, Jan. 2.—The Tageblatt today
announced that -the second son of
August Thyssen, the great steel and
coal producer, and one of the richest
men in Germany, had mortgaged his
share in his father's estate to a firm
of Dutch bankers for from $2,500,000 to
$6,000,000.. The son’s legal interest im
the property, under the father's cone
tract with the boy’s mother in 1885,
was established -some time ago through
Herr Thyssen's efforts to place his
son -under guardians, so as to prevent
him from wasting his property.

BUILD AT VICTORIA

Hall and Hospital for Immigrants to
Be Provided

Wumi.peg, _Jan. 2.—The commissioner
of immigration, J. Obed Smith, is at
present in British Columbia, and, it is
understood, he will, while there, look
into all matters connected with the ad-
mission in future of Hindus into the
Western provinces. Mr. Smith will also
complete the arrangements for the. erec-
tion of a new immigration hall and hos-
pital in Victoria, The new building
will be similar in form to the immigra-
tion hall now in use by the department
in Quebec. The structure will be of
frame with stone foundation, and of suf-
ficient size to accommodate all the trav-
elers who may be passing through West-
ern cities on thé way to interior points
for many years to come.

Locates in Victoria.—J. P. ‘Ryan,
M. D, is about to join. the medical
fraternity of Victoria. Although he
spent several years, during construction
of the Crow’s Nest railway, in this
province, his most recent location was
‘Grafton, North Dakota. “I was at-
tracted to Victoria,” he said yesterday,
“by its splendid climate., Of course, a
newcomer in the medical profession may
have to wait a certain time to secure a
footing in a city of the size of Victoria,
but I am ecertain that the ulation
will grow largely in the near future.”
Dr. Ryan will probably open offices in &
very sjort time. !
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