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TO THE WATER’S EDGE.

The Steamer “Spokane” Totally De-
stroyed by ¥Fire at Kaslo
Yesterday.

Bepairs to the “ Vaneouver” Com-
pleted—Salmon Ships Reported
—The * Willapa.”

s s

Dispatehes from Kaslo last evening an-
nounced the total destruction by fire yester-
day morning of the well known river and
lake ateamer Spokane, owned by the Colum-
bia and Kootenay Steam Navigation Com-

pany, and maintaining communication with’

the Kootenay mining distriot. This is the
ssoond steamer the company has lost by fire
during the past few months, the Columbia
having gone up in smoke not long ago, and
Captain Troup being even now on the Coast
arranging for the construotion of a vessel to

replace her.  Just how the Spokane oaught
fire is ab present a mystery. She was lyin,
at her dock in Kaslo with considerable
freight aboard, consisting of flour, oats and
general supplies for the miners, a8 well 88
coal for engine use. Discharging had not
yet commenced and no one was aboard the
vessel, when at about 9:30, pedestrians on
the streev above the water-
noticed smoke pouring out of
forward ocabin windows. The alarm
was given immediately but almost be.
fore the towmepeople could reach the vessel
her whole upper deck was a maes of flames,
A portion of the cargo was removed with
both difficulty and danger, but with the
limited apparatas at hand for fighting the
fire the Spokane was doomed. The steamer
Willard Ainsworth, which was lying ab the
adjoining wharf taking on oargo when the
fire broke out, immediately turned a stream
of water on the burning steamer. The
flames progressed so rapidly, however, that
within three hours the hull, burned quite to
the water's edge, and the ruined engines,
were all that was left of ome of the finest
steamers dividing the waters of Kootenay
lake.  The Spokane was to have been
placed on the Bonner’s Ferry route in the
course of a few days, there vo continus
in service during the summer season, What
arrangements will now be made by the com.
pany to eontinue its service, are not yat
announced. The Spokane was valued ‘ag
$20,000 and insured for but $5,000. Captain
Troupe has only very recently let a:contract
for a vessel to replace the ill-fated Colum-
bia, the projected vessel to be the largest,
fastest and altogether the best boat ever
floated on interior waters. It is quite poa-
sible that the same contracting firm may un-
dertake to supply two steamers instead of
one,

MARINE NOTES,

Steamer Coquitlam arrived down' from
Vancouver yesterday to receive & genera
overhauling and slight repairs on the Esqui-
malt marine railway.

Bark Northernhay, salmon laden from
this port for Liverpool, was spoken on the
3rd inet. in lan 2 N., long 27 W. The
Clan Robertson, also salmon laden hence
for Liverpool, was spoken two days later in
3405N., 30 W.

The repairs to the tug Vancouver were
completed yesterday, and in the afternoon
Capt. Collister, inspector of hulls, made his
offioial examination of the araft, reporting
her again ready for seryice.

THE 'CITY.

TuroveE the kindmess of Col. E, G.
Prior, M. P.. the library of the Victoria
Collegiate Institute has received a fine col-
lection of recentreports of the Canadian
Geological survey,

ME. GRORGE PORTER'S orchestra furnished

e music for a very successful ball given by
the bachelors of Metchosin on Friday even.
ing last. There were many friends from the
city in attendanpe and the merriment con-
continued until five in the morning,

TEE Women’s Council will open their
* Friendly Help Association ” in room 43 at
the city market to-day from 11 a.m, to 1
p.m. Donations of clothing and money will
be thankfully received, A register will be
kept of destitute persons requiring help.

RoBERT LAwsoN, and old and respected
resident, died at his home in James Bay
district yesterday morning. - The deceased,
up till abous a year ago, was connected with
the castoms service here, resigning his post
of duty upen superannuation. He waa 67
years of age, a native of Sootland, and leaves:
a widow, bub no family.

It 13 understood that the insurance ad-
justers have completed their work in con.
nection with the recent fire on Langley-
sireet, and have allowed the following sums
upon the losses sustained ; $800 apon the
clectric light building, $900 upon furs stored
in Mr. Boscowitz’ salerooms, and $2,740
upon electric light machinery.

YESTERDAY afternoon the funeral services
of Mre. Catharine Chadwick were conducted
by Rev, W. Leslie Clay. There was'a large
attendanee of sympathizing. friends of the
family, and many who were unable to testify
their regret in person sent floral offerings,
The pall-bearers were : J. H. Emery, H,
Mansell, Jas. Muirhead, T. Partridge, H.
W. Sheppard and A. Wilson. :

Tre Nakusp Ledge does not seem to take
Mr. Bostock’s candidature in Yale serionsly,
for it says: J. A. Mara, the present mem-
ber, will, it is understood, have as an op-
Ponent for this constituency Mayor Martin
of Vernon, but the result is not difficult to
foreshadow., We feel confident that British
Columbia will, as ap past elections, send a
solid representation of six to Ottawa to up-
hold the Conservative
has tried Grit rule in the past and has found
it woefully lacking. The electorate knoweth
12 whom they trust—and that is not
Wooden-Musket Laurier nor yet Blue-Rain
Cartwrighs,”

Mz. Tromas CuwwiNemAM of New West-
inster returns to the Mainland this morn-
ing, having completed the work of ohecking
'he distribution of seed in division 2 of the
fooded district, of which he has had the
charge, His terri includes Sumas,
Chilliwack and the nort side of the Fraser
from Hope station to Harrison river, as 'well
28 the south side from Sumas lake to Eﬁpe
Taking the entire area, from the Gulf to
Hope, nearly four hundred farmers are -being
“upplied with seeds, the distribusion being
made with absolute impartiality and upon a

X ur to six weeks earlier,
ground is in many onses already prepared
80d now awaite t;heyuod. This "& result
!0 an exceptionally early harvest and & very
superior quality of grain, The only anxie:
now felt is lest noxious weeds should be in-
troduced in the seeds, such as wild oats and
J1ustard, from which this provincs has been’

‘0 the present fortunately free. ‘Mr. Can-}

ningham is assured that the
iive to the importance of s

Tars addition to the numerous - tributes
from the prees is from the Nakusp Ledge :
‘‘The new Chief Justice is well qualified
for the exalted position he has been called
upon to oscupy ; but, while congratulating
him on his elevation, we are sorry to see him
quiv politics. His successor will have a
troublesome sea to navigate,”

THE firemen were absolutely helpless to
prevent the emtire destruction of Mr.
Miohael Morrisey’s residence on the Cedar
Hill road during the early hours of Sanday
morning, The house is barely within the
oity limits, and 1,500'yards from the nearest
hydrant, which made it impossible to bring
Water on the flames. The house was a
total loss with the greater parb of the con.
tents ; on the former there Was an insurance
of $1,000, on the latter $500.

THE largest real estate transfer made re-
oently in the city is the sale just completed
by the Hudson’s Co. of the lot at the north-
Wweab corner of Courtney and Government
Streets, The purchaseris Mr. Robert Por-
ber and the price is understood to haye been
$20,000. The property is juat acroes Court.
ney street from the site of the Dominion
government building, and when the post
office and custom house ars completed will
be one'of the best business corners.in the

Mr. E. D BEATTIE, formerly of Victoria,
and an apprentice in the CoLONIST offics,
has been entrusted with the business and
edltorial management of the Calaveras Citi-
z3n, published at San” Andreas, Calaveras
county, California, whose proprietor thus in-
troduces him : ‘“Mr, Beattie although a
young man, is not a noviee in the newspaper
business, he having been connected with
several papers in this and Washing*on state.
He comes to San Andreas recommended as
competent practical printer and a thorough
-business man.”

Tae Haddington island troubles will
come up in ccurt to-day. Mr. Frank Adams,
the contractor, has returned from the quar-
ries and at 2 o'clock this afternoon the
charge of aesault laid against him by Mr,
Howel! will be heard in the provincial police
oourt. Yesterday, on behalf cf sub-oon.
tractor Tulloch, & notice of motion was
given by Mr. S. Perry Mills to apply for an
injunction restraining Mr. Adams from
using the last cargo of svone brought down
by the Velos from Haddington island. The
ground on which the application is made is
that the sub-contractor has a lien upon the
stone quarried by him. The argument on
the application will be heard by Mr, Justice
Walkem on Wednesday.

NICARAGUA MUST PAY UP.

MaraGUA, Nicaragus, March 19 —The
British government, through its minister
here, has submitted an ultimatum to Nio-
aragua. It demands & cash indemnity of
£15,000 as smart money to pay for the ex.
pulsion of Mr. Hatoh, British consular agent

during the troubles of last year, and also
for the appointment of a commission o in.
vestigate the damages sustained by the
persons and property of British subjects
who were expelled from the Moequiso reser-
vation about the same time, By the terms

other, and thess two are to choose a third,
who shall not be & ocitizen of the Uaited
States. It was ‘also made known that a
Britisn warship is now on her way to Nioc-
aragua to enforce this demand, which must
be complied with within seven weeks from
the 25th of February last, the date of the
ultimatum.

WasaINGTON, March 18.—It is impossi-
ble to learn positively whether the state de-

partment has been advised officlally - of the | v,

severe demands made npon Nicaragua b
Great Britain, but fromhth:l f:ot ﬁllnt Gen.
Barrios, who was a ted by Niocaragua
to endeavor to ueﬂ:p:he difficulty, has re-
ocently paid. several visits to the state depart-
ment in company with Dr. Guzman, the re-
sident Nicaragua minister, it is assamed
that onr Eovommmt is fully posted in re-
gard to the matter,

It cannot be denied that this new inci-
dent, taken in “connection with the hostile
attitude of Great Britain toward Venezuela,
promises to lead to trouble of a charaicter

‘much more serious than the incident-of the

Allianoa. There are

uropean natiops, Many
of thie claims grow out of the failure of theee
republics to meet their obligations to foreign
debtors under the stress of hard times and the
influence of the world-wide depressionin
trade. - As the. European governments - ap-
pear to be moving to collect these individual
debta on their own acoount it is a question
that the United Staves must speedily settle
as to how far it is prepared to permib this
process %0 go on. Besides, there is a rather
disagreeable reflection upon American oiti-
zens in the disputation that none such shall
serve on the commission to adjudge the
damages. On the whole, it is probable that
the President will interfere to secure at
least an amelioration of the terms of  the
ultimatum by an appeal to the British gov-
ernment, representing -the great hardship

‘that it would work to Nicaragua under her

present depressed condition to prefer & de-
mand for so large an indemnity. \

. Senor Romero, the Mexican minister here, .
has entered a formal denial of the agouracy
of the published statements that the im.
pending war between Mexico and Guatemala

ia due to the influence of a British syndioate | p,

which controls the Tehuantepec railway and
which feara the competision of the Guate.
malan read. minister asserts that
British: holders of stock would have mu h
more to lose than to gain by a war which
would tend to reduce the value of their
securities.

Rowue, Mazoh 18—The corner stone of the
Garibaldi monument was placed to-day in

the presence of the ‘ministers, Garibaldi’s H

sons and vhe municipal authorities. The
monument is intended to commemorate the
defence of . Rome in 1849, It will be com-
pleted and unveiled wi%i; gre-h pomp nex:

tember, the twenty-fift anniversary o
o o ke b with Italy,

Panss, March 18.—The European edition
of ‘the Herald is informed mny by 'its
Shanghal correspondent that, according to
the Chinese newspapers, Admiral Tsing did
not kill "himself abt Wei-Hdi- Wei, but was
smuggled awsy ‘in safety. The ' three
coffing conveyed from Kwang Chi to Cheefoo
contained Generals Li

2’,‘3:3’“‘ peral Nedzu are “510
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POSTAL EVOLUTION,

History of the British Columbia
Postal Service From 1844,
to 1896, .

Letters Received in Vietoria in the
Fifties Few and Far
Between.

|

To reE Eprror :—Viotoria existed as a
Hudson’s Bay post in 1844, then called Fort
Camosun. 1In 1849 a lease of Vanocouver
Island was granted to the Hudson’s Bay
Company for colonization purposes, the
company to bear the expense attendant
thereon. The Mainland had been leased to
the company previously for trading pur-
poses.

In compliance with the oharter the Nor.
man Morrison arrived ap Eiqoimalt in
March, 1850, having eighty immigrants on
board. Although oalled immigrants, they

the Hudsoan’s Bay Compaay for five years,
recelving £25 per annum with food and
lodging. Many are now the agriculturists
of Vancouver Island. i
The Morrison consumed. five months and
s half (the usual time) on the journey, bus
she 'brought the mail, not ‘& bulky article,
there being at this time’only the Hudson’s
Bay people in the oountry, save perhaps the
uirs and coal miners at Fort Raupert and
Capt. Grant and his servants ap Sooke—
these having come out a few months pre-
vious. The Morrison after a few weeks
sojourn took the homeward mail. This has
given rise to the idea that there was but one

 office

mail per annum, and such indeed was the
oase for a year or two ; but after this the
colony mo longer depended entirsly on the
Hudson’s Bay ships.

It must be borne in mind that in 1849 the
California gold fever raged ; a male train
existed acroas the Isthmus of Panama, and
within a year steamers were running from
Panama to San Francisco, carrying hundreds
of passengers going or returning—the hope-
ful and the djsappointed.

At this time Orégon had settlers on the
baoks of the Columbia and Willamette,
These settlers had in many instances come
overland. Of ocourse the Hudeon’s Bay
Company snd servants were long previous
to this at Fort Vancouver on the Columbia
river. ’

Again, after the Oregon treaty in 1846,
Washington Territory was established, 640
acree of land at this time being given by pre.
emption to any and every actual settler, so
a few went from Vancouver Island, Olympia
at the head of Puget Sound became the sept
of government, and Port Townsend
(Aungeles being defeated) the port of entry
for %Vnhington Territory.

As usual the United States government
made haste to have .a mail route to San
Francisco via Panama, and subseqaently to
Oregon and later to Puget S8ound.  Mail ar-
rangements of course existed between the
Brivish government and the United States,
8o it will be apparent that Victoria had
facilities for éommunicating other than the
annual Hudson’s Bay ship. Governor
Blanchiard came across Panams, bat was
brought here on H.M.S, Dover in March,
1850. - J. D, Pemberton ocame soon after
by the same route, but found - his
way . to  Vancouver and . Vietoria
without the ald of H. M. shipsbut with

ngh elling. It may as

now , that British Columbia

depended almost entirely on the poatal ger-

vice of the United States for letters (but at

the same time postal agreements existed

between the United States and the British

governments) until confederation, in 1870,
and the comstruction of the C, P.R.R.

It Is uoneoessary to take into acoount the
Hudson’s Bay brigade that annually crossed
the continent from Hudson’s bay to . Fort

referred to the company’s business or private
communiocations between friends in the ser-

Of ocourse Camesun (now Victoria) held
communication with the headquarters, viz ,
Vancouver, After 1850 these communica-
tions naturally became more. and niore fre-
quent, J. W. McKsy having charge .of this
service. A canoe would leave Victoria, with
or without a Hudson’s Bay officer in charge
of the Indiang, ing dispatches for Nes-
qually, where Dr. golmle had 8,
mie sent the d
back to the Huy
river ; the gentlem
forward it to Fort Yancouver, and_thence
the letters were sent by any suitable con-

ocourring  to their ‘destination.

bearing in mind what has been wrib-

ten above, it will be seen that no lon&ﬂmb
elapsed before United States s mers
were running to the Columbia from
S8an Francizco and vice versa ; from San
Francisco _the route existed to New York
aund g0 to®urope. My earliest letters from
England bear the dates of 1853 and 1854,
marked “via New York and Panama.”
Probably the government and ‘others long
preceded mine. On the ome are two one
shilling stamps and two penny ones, on the
other a one shilling stamp and two penny
ones. The letters are writben on very thin
paper, and the writing ‘beautiful and smali,
the lines close fogether to save .
Such writing one does nob see oftet in these

.daye.  These letters were abont six weeks

Or two months on the journey. Harethen
we haye a through mall.- Of course later on
Vietoria ‘became connected with the mail
route on Paget-Sound. In early days Eng-
lish letters either were post paid or stamped.

o8t office stamps came into existence in
England about 1845, =

The above system went on for some time.
In April, 1657, the house of assembly on re-
porb of & committee, say to the governor,
‘‘chat the general post office conducted with-
in a public building and lesters exposed
under conditions which the committee do
Bot deem safe.” ** They also desire to learn
how' it is supported.” (The . letters
were kept in Mr, Finlayson’s, the
udson  Bay Company’s “acoountant’s
untll  called for.) Governor
Douglas . replied in April 21, 1857,
*that means should be provided for
Initlating a postal service, viz: £500; £100

for postmaster, £100 for poat office and £300 | fio mse}

for carrying mails,”

< As usual the legislative assembly returned
‘the stereo answer, ‘‘ no funds,” and
** further that the letters were 'so faw thab
they wounld not ay one-tenth part of the
contemplated outlay.” At f i period the
colony oconsisted of say five or six ‘hundred
people, few of whom corresponded. The
answer goes on to state *° that the asgembly
acknowledge be under great
obligations o the Hudson Bay Company for

were really under engagement to serve | P

Columbia, True, it car- i
Y {ried dispatches and letiters, but most of these

servios had been eupplemented by a schoon-
or or:more, anyhow Jimmy Jones’ ** Wild
Pigeon,” and nbuqucnuy the American
“‘ Major Tomkine,” who soon came

bo grief and left ber bones ab the entrance
of the harbor,  The Fraser river gold ex-
oitement occarred in 1858  Nteamers
rs, thousands from San

muniocation.
It must, however, be remembered that from
the very fcundation of the colony sloops,
ships and what nov went to Paget
Soand for piles and spars to build wharves
in rancisco. Such vessels ofcen called
at Victoris, snd wonld plsasantly carry let.
ters, H M. ships would do &0 likewise. In
will be seen, then, that the exaggerated re.
port of one mail per annum did not lon
apply to the’ colony, although previous to
its existence it did so more or less. Ia all
vhese matters letters had to pay the Ameri-
can postage genmerally in money. At the
time: of the Fracer river excitement
Wells, Fargo & Co. established an express
=victually in part a post  office.
hey sent or carried letters to all parts of
‘the United Scates, Eavelopes were sold
with the company’s title on them, but the
prioe .is nov remembered ; anyhow this
servics was monstrously convenient, and at
thistime they did moet of the post coffion
business. Postage stamps of the colony h:d

no exiavenoe, but soon after a supply came, |}

and then Wells Fargo's envelopes had to
bear a local stamp, I think, of five cents
American stamps counld be obtained at their
office. When a steamer arrived, Wells
Fargo were the first to deliver and their
office was crowded. The name on the let.
ter were called eut, and anyone responding,
the letter was pretty accarately hurled ab
him. Of course most men were known,

The ** Pony Express ” must notbe forgot-
ten. Letters weighing a quarter of an ounce
were carried by this extraordinary and won-
derful express from California to 8t. Louis
across the continent for one dollar, saving
considerable time.

Colonial postage stamps came into exist-
ence in Vancouver Island abont the year
1861, a two pence half-penny one. Who or-
dered them seems obscure, but they were
made in England—so perhaps an examina-
tion of the Governor’a oorrespondence would
shed light on the matter.

In 1862 Attorney-Gengral Cary bhad a
stamp act passed through and by the Van-
couver Island legislature, but this had refer-
ence to stamps of various value, to be pab on
deeds, conveyances, eto, Apparently this
bad nothing to do with Dostage, although
probably the five cents Vatnocouver Island
postage stamp may have been used for this
purpose when the value suited,

The first postage stamp, a Queen’s profile,
super dnd subsoribed ‘¢ British Columbia
and Vanoouver Island. Two ‘pence half-
penny.” Sir James Douglas was at this time

overnor of the Mainland and Vancouver

sland colonies ; so this stamp seems to have
been cnrrent in both, for loca] purposes, and
issued about 1861.

In 1865 there are two stamps, viz: of five
and ten cents,” superscribed *¢ YVancouver
Island” only.  Uatil 1862 the accounts of
the colony were kept in ponnds, shillings
and'pence, but in 1862 Attorney-General
Carey had an aot passed by the legislative
assembly of Vancouver Isiand allowing or
ordering the public accounts to be kept in
decimal currenoy—dollars and cents, £enoe
the ohange in the stamps  of 1865 to cents

d ot pence;

ia, that istosay
d stamps super-
(only), the

rency law was altered there I do not know,
but subsequently these stamps had printed
on them in large type their value in cents,
to obviate and avoid the cost of Dew en-
graviog plates.  The British Columbia
stamp had a.central V surmounted by a
orown, ie., Victoria Regina. The Van-
oclmver Island stamps had the Queen’s pro-

e.

Each colony now had’ its own separate
Ppoatage. stampe, those of the Mainland being
more numerous in number and value. This
continued until the union of the ocolonies
ocourred in 1866, after which only British
Columbia postage stam were used.. Those
of Vanconver Island be burned aocording
to order, many thousands went up in smoke.
The British Columbia - stamps continued in
use until she entered the confederation and

CECIL RHODES.
Pen Picture of the Colonial States-

man Who Sways she Destinies
of a Continent,

An Ambition to Form an Empire to|of

Be “The United States of
South Afriea.”

Ib is one of life’s smallest ironies that a
London clab ‘should blackball the mest
powerfal Englishman alive, The club rey
grets its error already, but one day, when
Cecil Rhodes' place in the history of the
British empire thall have been fixed by his
biographers, there will be still deeper shame

8 | to Lhe Travellers, who refased to let him be

one of them, It is not 100 much to say that
this plain son of the shires is wielding a
greater influence than any other man of his
nation toward the shaping of its destinies.

Some one hs said of him: * He has the

face of a C2sar, the ambition of a Loyola
and the wealth of a Cra3us.”

That is inadequate. Cecil Rhodes is a

ooz queror of a vast wilderness, a leader of

and limitless in his energies and aspira-

: He bas made all South Africa his

sigaificant chapter in the story of the nine.
tecnthrcentury. The cartooniets have had
their way with him, and have pictured him
as the *‘ Colossus of Rhodes,” and a’dis-
tinguished novelist has made & subtle de-
lineation of his character. Anthony Hope’s
“The God in the Car” is an unmis.
takable pen pioture of the unorowned ruler
of South America—not a pretty picture,
ib is true, but a strong one, and boldly
drawn.

This man's rise to power and enormous
wealth—for Cecil Rhodes is reported to be
worth a cool $80,000,000—seems like a ro.
mance, It began when he went in 1869
from a little Engllah midland town to his
brother’s farm in Natal. He was the fourth
son of a poor vicar and was so delicate a lad
that the village dootor thought his lungs
could not long resist the dampness of Eng-
land’s climate. Firstof all he found the
health he sought and sprang up to be the
gianb heis. And so from the first Africa
did well by by him—first health, -soon
wealth and then, more slowly, but assurely,
such power and such possibilities of domin.
ion over men apd broad lands as have been
given to but a few of the world’s chosen
ones,

When the rush to the diamond country
began, Herbert and Cecil Rhodes joined i,
taking with them all the Kaffirs on their
farm, and securing a mining claim for every
one of them. Without making any re.
markable dtrike, their venture was success-
ful. . As soon as he oo find time, Cecil
Rhodes went back to ogland and rhatriou.
lated at Oriel College, Oxford; buv the
climate still proved dangerous to him and he
returned to Kimberley and his
claims. There he gradually worked his way
to moderate wealth, and’ some fourteen
years ago became president of the De Beers
Company, which owned the most profitable
mine in South Africa.

He did not stop ab this. He aimed ab
controlling the entire outpat
ing gems which rival

greatest of 'existin
his company had swallow

all the others and became the De Beers' Con-
solidated Mines, with' a capital of nearly
$20,000,000 and a genly production of dia.
monds worth abou! $l6,000,000-prnctionlly
‘the world’s entire supply.

By this time Mr. Rhodes had gained

‘'wealth, vast wealth ; bug wealth was not

the aim of bis life, ¢ To_ him,” one of his
biographers has said, ““money is but the

&nﬁﬁy leader would hoard the voioes of his

owers.” It was before this that he had
stretched his

politios
He was first elected to the Ca

House of
Assembly in 1883, and' soon
flice -

rward he

became part of Canada, after which, of &k

odurse, Canadian stamps were used and the

After 1860.—The United States . mail
steamer. came to Victoria once and sub-
sequently twice s week, The San
boat every month or oftener,
time she received & subsid
Colonial. government. Of
portance was this that the
the service. became onme of the terms of
confederation, which terms still exist and
will continue. These boats were considered
of more ‘importance becanse they brought
passengers and merchandise, in fact immi-
gration boats. I may here allude to the

Hudeon’s Bay Company’s
‘she being wrecked
866, was of no effaot.

In oconclusion, Mr. Wootten became post
master and harbor master in 1861, with Mr.'
Sparrow as his assistant. In 1863, amongst
the accounts the ¢ postage dues” are put
down at four hundred and sixty-four pounds

It ‘may surprise gome to learn
. postage from Victoria to

was four . shillings, say 'a |

y SRy
dollar, and up to 1867 to England, “twenty-
five cents.

Fifty yearsago, California, British Colum.
bia and the land on the Pacific Coast geper-
ernesses. Now. they contain

will bappen d

Four years ago Rhodes :
Minister of the colony, .and then all his
wealth and influence were bent to the prose-
cution of his scheme of territorfal e nsion.:
thequenpa:enh—-tho dickerings with.
tugal and Germany, " of

game, in which his instrument has been ‘the
British South Afrida ‘Company, and his goal
—who shall say ? :

There is a story—perhaps it belongs to
the embroidery of hinory-f:f a dispute be-
tween the ill-fated *¢ Chinese ” Gor. on and
Rhodes. In the course of it Gordon re-
marked :

*“ You are one of those men who never
approve of anything you don’t organizs
yourself.”

Rhodes reflected for- an instant. ¢ I'm
inolined to think you're right,” he said.

Dismonds were nov mlg:br the Colos-
For:

Bus of South Africa. -greater glory
and to swell his bursting ocoffors, the ancient
in?ir of goénm bll:io - of the Phoe-
nicians, bo yield its yellow guerdon.
The exploitation of the Wilwaters road had
been merely another incident. in the career

Cecil Rhodes.  And here comes a Cali-
fornian connection, . The magnate of South
Africa looked about him for men tio help in

o, | the dqve}ﬁgmout of the mines in his prinoi.

Derrorr, March '18,—It is reporbed here
that the Northern steamship compasy and
ite ally the Great Northern

petitor.. Iv is atated thap
practically completed
the Canadisn Pacific fine steamer anitoba,
WhACh was built for the Lak® Superior traffio
before the line wag completed north of that
lake, will be & Detroin visttor this summer,
and it is believed that the Canadian Pacific
will put & fleet of boats on
route eventually,

‘the kind and liberal manner ‘in which they {000 lire be

have carried gratuitously - the letters from
the American shores bo this iiland.”
Notwlthoundh% this reply . Governor
Douglas. sppointed: the first postmaster,
namely Captain Sangater, very soon after.
The office, a small se in the fm'ylrd
bullt by Mr. Yates and which is my
surgery, having the' identical folding win-

which | g¢

lity, and fell naturslly upon the Cali.
ornians who were searching ot the golden
mysteries. of their own & shate, and drew
them b0 him. - John n?.';.' Hammond, the
lead mining e

‘notlong ago that Mr. Hammond wrote to

his California friends that he oould ‘' not
say when he would return to the United
abes, : 1

The ‘step which sdvanced Rhodss the
g::tut distance toward the controlling of
th Africa” was the ting of a royal
charter to the British
pany,

trusted emisearies to King Lo a, who

raled not anly over Matabeleland but also X
‘ secured |.

lorded it over M
from Lo

scheme for formg on of &
for’ its object the develo
Bnohh' R . ’p.::mt;nﬂn the

ubh Africa Com. o
Before he obb‘ulnod this oharter he sent o

lying to the north. The objeets of this
eountry were to be :

First—To extend northward she railroad
and rolosnﬁh systems toward the Z.mbesi.
h.Seoon“ —Xlnocourage emigration and celon-

on.

Taird—To promote trade and commeree.

Feurth—~To develop and work mineral
and other conoessions under the manegement
ove powerful organization, thereby obvi-
atiag corflicts and complications between
the various interests that have been acquir-
ed within those regions, and secaring to the
native chiefs and sheir subjects the rights
reserved to them under the several oonces-

- This scheme Cecil Rhodes oarried into ef-
feot. .To do this he had to secure the ap-
proval and indorsement of England’s great-
est men. It was then that he presented to
Mr. Parnell's parliamentary fund the sum of
£10,000, though his friends have always de-
nied that he did this to get the radical sup-
port. The Imperial British South Africa

Pany was organized in 1889, with the
Dauke of Abercorn as president, the Duke of
Kife as vice-president and Cecil J obhn Rhodes
a8 managing director, .

Under the supervision of Mr, Rhodes a
police force was organized, the company’s
working policy was outlined and the mem-
orable march through ‘Mashonaland began.
The Union Jack was planted at Fort Salia.
bury, olaims were laid out, and soon the

ona natives could hear the puffing of
engines and the noise of busy miners.
be was thirty years old Mr.
elected to the Cape House
of -Assembly from Baroley. General Gor-
don, who was on a special ' mission with
him in Basutoland, asked him afterward to
accompany him on his mission to Khartoum
a8 his private secretary. Mr. Rhedes, how-
ever, had just accepted. the office of
treasurer-general of the Cape and was com.
pelled to decline General Gordon’s offer,

- "There are those who say that the Mata-
bele war was simply the result of Lo Ben.
gula's efforts to prevent the Colossus from
bestriding the narrow world into which he
had come as a maker of agreements and
treaties, that the fab African King resented
an overstepping of contract limits, and was
punished for his simplicity and- temerity in
the orthodox British fashion. Bat the story
of that war remains to be written,

Cecil Rhodes has not yet come to the
realization of his dream—the formation of
the United States of South Africa. If that
in on the cards then he will not be a plebei-
an Englishman risen to great wealth, to the
presidency of a company rich in gold,  dia-
monds and lands, the agent of Windsor's
widowed Queen for thej ﬁovemment of a
British colony, but Cecil hodes, President
of the South African Republic, the ruler
over one of the richest countries on the face
of the earth, rich as never Rothsohild or
Vanderbilt dreamed of being, powerful with
the powers of a Cmsar, he founder, not the
premier of a great and wealthy nation,

One chapter of the'story of Cecil Rhodes,
and not the least in uman interest, has been
hinted at: Anthony Hope’s * Juggernaut ”
novel touches it more boldly than news-

per or magazine writer has to do.
Ee is a confirmed this autocrat
of an empire, - It is related
one of his trusted agents
charged summarily.
have had a romance to be so ardent and ocon-
sistent a hater of womankind, Perhaps

Anthony Hope meant some one else when
he wove in the story of Willie Ruston, the
lord of Omofaga, a-foolish woman’s love and
Shen senv him _ back " loveless to his empire.
Perhaps not, Atbl:& rate, thers are mmz
In England who ve. that ‘the movel
;only an adsptation, and that Willie Rustoa
fs only C Rhodes in & thin and flimsy...

disguise. o e

&:ﬂ Rhodes is just turmed 42. In

bysique he is all ‘that nature wishes her
Fuvo’r_ltel to be; in edugation he has more
than most men. - His bulk matches his stat-
ure,- His blue eyes are small but keen to a
degree and widely set, as the eyes of a
ruler of men should be.s ‘His voioce is full,
resomant and magnetic, but he is no orator.
Always cool, ever -caloula and wself-
E)uuud, he is thol\ ldo;l ofa hh'éovdo.lfl-

, Witbout scruples of science,

ofumﬁmont and, above all qualities, a
keeper of his own counsel. -

A newspaper writer not long ago gave him
this summing up : ,

 Rhod “u, the t:‘)blﬁﬁn of an Alex.h-
ander, the diplomacy of & etbernioh,

btermination of a Grint, the luck of a '
Ronbog; Will he succeed? Will he fail ?
Only tinle oan answer the question,” -

Loxpox, March 18.—Justin lloGntlgy

nquet in London, He said in his
speegh that there was neither division nor
fwtoalnthqu&-ty. -thatd,lwa:e,phﬁ::
%o secure Ireland’s autonomy, and $0 no
else. .John Dillon and !!y. P, O’Connor
uttered similar sentiments,

BANaor, March 19,—Charles Thompson
beat aub his brother Edward’s brains last
night with’a club, - Edward had been drink.
ing.. He first attacked Charles and then
the latter’s wife, He waa oruelly beating
the woman wiren Charles killed him:

%
Don’t Forget

that when you buy Scott’s Emul-
sion you are not getting a secret.
mixture containing worthless or
barmful drugs: .

Scott's Emulsion cennof be sec-
ret for an analysis reveals all there
is in it. Consequently the endorse-
ment of the medical world means
something,

overcomes Wasting, bi’bmotes.the
making of Solid Flesk, and gives
Vital Sirength. < 1t has no equal as

a cure for Coughs, Colds, Sore Throat,
Bronchitis, Weak Lungs, Consumption,

Wx’ fula, ja, Ei i \y Ana
ast%’ nAgmﬁ?suses.' mﬁ) C'i'li ren.
Sentt & Bowne. Bellevilla. Al Druggists. 50c. & §3.




