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Great Fire of 1846

(H. F. SHORTIS.)
To-day Is the 78th anniversary of 

the great Are in St. John’s which oc
curred on the 9th of June, 1846, when 
the Are broke out in the wester* por
tion of the city, and the tongues of 
A am es licked up everything before 
them. Before night closed in, about 
three-fourths of the city was in ruins. 
There was a high wind blov 
ing the evening, ana the 
brands and —-------
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White
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$8.50-]'hankers" were hurled 

over the whole city. At that time the 
majority of the houses were built of 
wood, but even the mercantile and 
other establishments, which were 
built of brick and stone, were swept 
away as quickly as those built of the 
more inAammable material. Few of 
the public buildings escaped, except 
the Government House. All others, 
such as the Post Office, Savings Bank, 
Bank of British North America, Cus
tom House, Police Office, Exchange 
Buildings, Ordinance Stores, and 
numerous others were totally wiped 
out To make matters worse, while 
the great conAagration was at its 
height, and the Aames were spreading 
in all directions, the large oil vats 
took Are, and the Aames spread over 
the waters of the harbor, and set Are 
to several vessels. It is ■ estimated 
that twelve thousand people were 
rendered homeless/ and the amount of 
property destroyed was Valued at 
one million bounds. Yet the people 
did not despair, and vessels were 
quickly sen! off for provisions, etg. 
When the British (government heard 
of the terrible calamity, the sum of 
£5,000 (Ave thousand pounds) was 
sent for immediate relief, and Parlia
ment granted £26,000 more. Queen 
Victoria sent a letter to the Arch
bishops of Canterbury and York, and 

•collections were taken up in the 
' Churches, which greatly augmented 
the amount, and the people of the 
United States and Canada were not 
slow in rendering very valuable as
sistance by liberal contributions. Mr. 
James Macbraire, who was so un
justly abused by one of our histor
ians, sent out the sum of £100, and, 
I know, he gave further assistance. 
Anyhow he was ever ready to extend 
a helping hand to Newfoundland and 
its people, and a poor return he re
ceived for his kindness, by having it- 
said in one of our histories that when 
leaving Newfoundland he waved his 
hand, remarking, “Good-bye, you poor 
fools, utc.” He did not say a word 
derogatory to Newfoundland or our 
people. He had previously advised 
the merchants as to what they had to 

i expect, having forseen that “hard 
times” were coming, but they would 
not listen ,to him, and the result was 
that they all went down with a crash. 

There was no provision made for 
the future,

Laugh and Crow Fat
is an old Axiom, That’s what our Buyer paid when he cleaned out a 

Manufacturer’s entire stock of 1,200 Hats. The Manufac
turer was up against it; Fall orders pouring in, material to be 
bought, Notes to be met—something had to be done—and

We advise the use of a Good Tonic
and we know of no better than

BRICK’S
Brick’s Tasteless is a wonderful nerve tonic 

and blood builder that we gladly recommend.
If you have no appetite, and feel tired, no en

ergy for anything, try a bottle of BRICK’S and 
see how quickly it will help and improve your 
condition.

You can purchase à bottle of this excellent 
tonic at nearly every store in the country.

Price $1.20 per bottle Stout1 
2 Pain

Dr. Stafford & Son
(SolexAgents for Newfoundland)

Duckworth Street and Theatre Hill,

and at the end of 1815, 
after the battle of Waterloo, the price 
of Ash dropped from forty-five shil
lings to twelve shillings per quintal, 

; and nearly all the large firms became 
! hopelessly insolvent, and utterly un- 
! able to meet their creditors. Others 

who saved a little from the wreck, 
became despondent, wound up their 
affairs and left the country. About 
900 .cases from failures came before 

! the courts, and the losses in bank- 
i ruptcies amounted to £1,000,000 
i sterling. All classes of people suffer- 
i ed. In those days the fishermen and 

others left their money in the mer
chants hands, as there was very lit- 

j tie business done with the banks, and 
when the merchants went down in 
the crash, about £400,000 of the peo- 

-tfie hard earn-
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Trim’d Hats 
Flower Hats

Small shapes 
Large shapes 
Petite shapes 
Sumrn’r styles

BIG VALUES
Canvas Rubber 

Sole Sneakers These Values Speak lor
j pie’s money was lost- 
I ings of years.

In looking over an old paper, dated 
April 30th, 1846, (the year of the 
great fire, and only six months be
fore it occurred), I was struck with 
the tenor of the presentment of the 
Grand Jury, composed of the follow
ing gentlemen:—Nicholas Stabb, Esq., 
foreman; Hon. Lawrence O’Brien, 
Hon. John Kent, Thomas Glen, 
Thomas Rowe, Dugaid McKillar, W. 

j Lemessurier, T. G. Marey, J. I. Rog- 
■ erson, E. Bowring, H. K. Bowring, S. 
! Mudge, John McWilliam, Walter Dil- 
I Ion, Gilbert Clapp,*'and Edward Mor- 
| ris, Esqs. The majority of these gen- 
j tlemen were intellectual giants, and 

largely in the commercial, profes
sional and political life of our coun
try, and their namflb are carved' in 
marble in the history of Newfound
land. I wonder had "they a premoni
tion of what was going to happen 
when they made this presentment to 
the court? The Hon. Assistant Judge 
Des Barres, presiding, addressed the 
jury in reply to their presentment 
and said:

“There was a presentment which 
his Honor could not refrain from 
bringing under special notice of the 
Grand Jury, relative to the manifest 
want of a public safe for the security 
from fire of the public records, priv
ate deeds and official documents, de
posited in the Registrar’s Office. This 
is a subject of vast importance, in
volving a large amount of property, 
for if a fire should unfortunately oc
cur, which Providence avert—and 
consume these papers, the conse
quences would be incalculable. His 
Honor had hoped that,’as the matter 
had formerly been brought under the 
attention of the Court by the Grand 
Jury some members of that body, 
holding a seat In the General As
sembly, would have exerted his in
fluence to obtain the necessary means 
to construct a sate, yet he regretted 
that It-seemed to have escaped their 
notice.”
, Six weeks after, the greater portion 
of the city was in ruins, and It is 
not probable that the safe was pro
cured In time, and, of course, many

records,

Only 60c. PairChild’s Black Sneakers .. 
Child’s Brown Sneakers .. 
Child’s White Sneakers .. 
Misses’ Black Sneakers .. 
Misses’ Brown Sneakers .. 
Misses’ White Speakers .. 
Youths’ Black Speakers .. 
Youths’ Brown Sneakers 
Boys’ Black Sneakers .. 
Roys* Brown Sneakers .. 
Women’s Black Sneakers 
Women’s Brown Sneakers 
Women’s White Sneakers 
Men's Black Sneakers .. 
Men’s Brown Sneakers .. 
Men’s White Sneakers ..

400 HATSOnly 65c. Pair
Only 90c. Pair
Only 70c. Pair
Only 75c. Pair

YOU’LL WONDER AT THE LOW PRICE. 
Embroidered Fabrics Buckle Models,

Sport Felts

Silk Hats.

Plaids, d 
ed gnd 1]

.Values d 
Values d

Only 1.00 Pair Bobbed Head Hats, 

Misses’ Hats. 

Mourning Hats. 

New Sport Hats.

New Bengaline Hats. 

Smart Hair Hats. 

Fancy Straw Braid 

Felt Hats.

Values up to $4.50.
FOR WOMEN WHO KNOW TRUE VALUE!

Only 70c. Pair
Only 75c. Pair

Crepe Hats,Only 85c. Pair
Only 90c. Pair

Matrons’ Hats,Only 85c. Pair
Only 1.00 Pair

Large Dress Hats.

Values up to $6.00.
A HAT MODE FOR EACH SUNNY HOUR OF SUMMER

Misses’ Hats,Only 1.20 Pair
Only 1.00 Pair
Only 1.10 Pair
Only 1.40 Pair

F. Smallwood Bolivia, Twill, Marvella and 
Flare Tone

A SPECIAL INALL ROADS LEAD TO
St. John’s Foremost Value- 
Giving Store. Come, see and 
be convinced that you are face 
to face with the greatest val
ues in town. Our Hats are

THE HOME OF GOOD SHOES 
218 and 220 Water Street. During this Forty Cents on the Dollar Sale. 

Coats formerly priced up to $19.50. NOWCOATS
.Values up to $40.00.

respect than Hab costing tw* 
thirds more elsewhere.CHINA and GLASSWARE

A SMALL SAMPLE LOT OF
Richly Cut Glass Salad Bowls

Beautifully shaded and decorated Fern Pots, 
Ornaments, etc.

Value not to be compared with. Exceptional value,

Don’t Follow the Crowd. Just beat them to it For 
zero—where Fashion and Value

valuable documents, public 
deeds, etc., must have been destroyed 
with, as Judge Des Barres remarked, 
Incalculable consequences.

are down toNo Approvals.
"‘7

No Mail Orders, 

No Exchanging.

agree. Positively No
Connection

S. RICHARD STEELE Express Passengers,
’Phone 1476. Opp Court House.191 Water St,

marl0,m,thj,6m The following first class passengers 
arrived Port aux Basques on the Kyle 
yesterday morning and are due in the 
city on the express this afternoon:— 
Mrs. S. Billard, Col. C. 8. Deura, A. 
D. Sapworth, Jos. Wood, C. Curran, 
G. 8. and Mrs. Barringer, Gen. J. 
Stewart, Dr. A. B. and Mrs. Iddy, G. 
MUderberger, C. E. and Mrs. Martin- 
ello and daughter, H. M. Dickson, N. 
Pilling, Jas. .McGarringe, Mrs. J. B. 
Daleh, E. Jones, Miss E. Maison, C. 
Johnson, Mrs. B. Harbin, Mias M.. 
Vatcher, Mrs. A. Whaten .and son, 
Mrs. T. Richarde, Mrs. W. Butt, Mrs. 
M. Rowsell, J. Oldford, Mrs. N. K. 
Wlneor and daughter, J. Burke, J. 
and Mrs. Dooley, Mrs. J. Volsëy, E. 
Kennevick, Miss H. Hutchings, Miss 
M. Hutchings, Dr. N. 8. and Mrs. 
Fraser, Mies G. Fisheç, Mrs. A. Else- 
worth. Mrs. A. Dingwall, Mrs. G. El
lis, Mrs. A. Nebucett'.

with any
FRED T. DAVEY Modern Emporium other Store§m m-
CONTRÀCTOR, BUILDER and APPRAISER

REPAIR WORK A SPECIALTY.
Factory: Prescott St. - P.O. Box E-5202
Office: Bond St. - - St. John’s, N.F.
Teiephones—Office: 1974 - Residence: 1220

Specializing in Hab and Coab

335 Water Street, BislCARRY in the City
10,3,w,if
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