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CHAPTER XXI.

“Mr. Chalfonte, why 'are. you go-
ing?" she asked, lgnortng “his  little
speech. ““Oh, nleue don’t - think me
inquisitive and impertinent. Mr, Tel-
by told me that you looked ill and
worried, and you do. TIs there any-
thing the x_nnter——is there any treu-
ble? Mr: Chalfonte, won't- you tell
me? You have been very good to me
~—the best friemd a girl ever had, and
isn’t it natural that I should be upset
at the thought of your being in some
trouble? Why, what do you think I'm
made of? Do you think I haven't any
heart at all?” ‘ F:

Her eyes were full of tears, her
hands clasped each other convulsive-]
1y, and the gaze she fixed on Jack's
fara was sufficient evidence that her
heart had been'deeply stirred by the
many kindly acts.he had done for her.

Jack leant against the mantel-piece,
thrust his hands imto his pockets, and
bit hard on his pipe. It was impossi~
ble that he should not reflect that the
girl to whom he had tried to be a
friend, the girl who—all unwittingly,
it is trme—had stepped between him
and a fortune, had treated him with
icy coldness, and that this other girl,
who owed him so litile, was heart-
broken because she thought that he
might be in trouble. 'Never for one
single instant had Jack been in love,
or in danger of being in love, with
Maud Delman; but he-was a man, and
ne man with a strong, warm heart in
his breast: can, unmoved, face a wo-
man’s devotion to him.

‘“Pon my soul, you're a warm-
PJarted little thing!” he said, grate-
Flly, and almost remorsefully. “Fan-
By your trotting round here because
you thought I was up a tree. It is
very good of you to be anxious on my
account though there was no occasion
for it.”

“But you're looking ill. You are
poing away. Why have you left Chert-
pon and your work there? Oh, Mr.
Ché&lfonte, don’t be angry; it’s because
I'l?_ so anxious, because I—I——"

Pve left Chertson because I've got
Mﬁher job,” said Jack feebly. “The
fa.E is, Miss Norton’s going to be
mggried.”

ge was staring at the carpet, and
hedid not see the sudden flush which
_Buffused Maud’s face, the light that
came swiftly to her eyes.

“To be married!” she said, almost
in.a whisper. “I'm—I'm glad.”

“So am I,” said Jack, reaching for
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his tobacco-pouch. “And so is she—
well, there are other arrangements,
and I'm off to another job.”

‘“Where?” her fips formed.

Jack was silent. He had, by sug-
gestion, at any rate, already told mere
falsehoods about this business of an
appointment than he liked, and his
gorge rose against a definite lie. Wo-
man-like, she jumped to her conclu-
sion. Rising, a little unsteadily, she
went up to him and laid her hand on
his arm and looked up into his face
imploringly, beseechingly.

“Mr. Chalfonte, there’s
else. You are in trouble;
it. My eyes are quick where—where
you are concerned. You are worried
and in great trouble. Is it money?”
She glanced round at the barely-
furnished room. “If so—— Oh, will
you let me—— I have had a rise. I
shall have a big salary with the new
part.”

She stopped, frightened by the look
on Jack’s face. "It was stern and an-
gered for a moment; then the anger
faded away, and, laying his hand on
her shoulder, he smiled faintly at her.

“You're a goed little soul, Maud. So
you want to lend me money? My
dear”—his voice was that of a man
addressiftg a little child—*“you .don’t
know ‘ernough of the world to know
that a man can’t take money from a
woman——"

She burst into tears, and. covered
her face with her hands, cowering
beneath the rebuke, gentle as it was.

“There, there! Don’t cry,” said
Jack seothingly. “Oh, dash ' it, don't
cry! 1 didn’t mean to be angry. You
didn’t know—didn’t think. Yoy make
too much of the little service ‘I ~gdid
you. Good Heaven, it was nothing!
And you're grateful—mcre grateful
than most people,” he added to him-
self. “There, wipe your eyes;. say
'Good-bye,’ and run away. I shall
read of all your successes in the pa-
per.”

Then once moré Jack Chalfonte did
an unwise thing.- In the fullness of
his aching heart he laid his big hand
on her cheek. As if his touch had
broken up the depths in her and let
loose the torrent of her love, she slip-
ped to his breast and, putting her
arms around his neck, offered him her
as yet unkissed lips.

“Oh, don’t you kmow!” she murmur-
ed, in so low a whisper as to be al-
most inandible. “It fsn’t—it isn’t
It's because—it’s be-
causé I love you. Don’t push me

something
I can see

faway. Let me goon and tell you

whntl’vehdhmyhemtorlolong.
-1 do

know _you don’t—not yet. But I'l
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self tozether. no took Wer arms in a
not unkindly grasp and ' drew them
from about his neck, and sat her in the
chair.

“Now, look here, Maud,” he. said
gently. “Of course, you don’t mean
what you've said. - That’s the worst of
you actresses—even the youngest of
iou; you get carried away by your
feelings and you talk all sorts of non-
sense without meaning it. You're
just cut up, as you say, because you
think your friend’s badly down on hig
luck. Now, we'll forget everything
you've said. Dry your eyes. of
course, you can’t find a bandkerchief
~—you’ve just lost it somewhere or
other, I suppose;’ here, take mine.
That's better. Now we’re all right!
Now, my child, you must trot off.”

She mopped her eyes with his hand-
kerchief, which slid out of sight: she
must have had a pocket scmewhere
about her. Then she stood, very pale,
her violet eyes almost black. She put
out her hand, and Jack pressed it and,
still holding it, led her to the door.
Just before the door closed on her
she turned and looked at him over her
shoulder. It was a look that would
have melted a heart of stone; Jack’s
heart was composed of much softer
material; he closed the door quickly.
CHAPTER XXIL
IN the evening of the same day
Jack sat in a quiet corner of the
smoking-room of the club, apparently
reading the evening ‘mewspaper; but,
in reality, still pondering on his fu-
ture, with the memory of the scene
with Maud obtruding painfully on his
meditation. This is a contrary world
we live in, and most of us are en-
gaged in playing the annoying game
of cross purposes; here was a clever,
pretty, and quite good .girl in love
with him, and, just because he was in
love with another girl, who was going
to marry some one else, he was com-
pelled to turn away from the gift the
gods were thrusting on him. But,
though his heart was sore for Maud,
he was too loyal in his devotion:'to
Nora to waver in his allegiance for an
instant. With a sigh he managed to
concentrate his attention on the cols
umns of advertisements, and present-
ly he was rewarded by something in
the nature of a find. This was it:

Wanted,—Navvies for the Embank-
ment works. Apply Foreman, Wen-
fleet Island, Essex.

It seemed to Jack that this might
suit him; it is true that his knowledge
of the navvy and his work was mnot
very extensive, but he told himself
that, as far as he could remember,
the work was not of a skilled charac-
ter, and consisted principally in fill-
ing and emptying a barrow and drink-
ing beer at frequent intervals from a
battered tin can; and he felt, modest-
ly, that this work would be—at any
rate, after a little practice—within his
accomplishment.

Remembering that the navvy, as he
knew him, was attired generally in
thick boots, corduroy trousers tied
with string below the knee, a shirt
innocent of collar, and a cloth cap
with ears tied at the top of the head,
Jack, the next morning, dressed the
part, with the assistance of a labour-
ers’ outfitter in & slum in Lambeth,
took .a third-class ticket for the near-
est mainland station, and from thence
crossed to the island itself.

It was the first time Jack had been
in that part of the world, and he was
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'not" a little impressed by the wide

stretches of apparently waste land,
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the oozy marshes, the fast-flowing,
pea-soup-coloured river, and the re-
moteness and grimness of the little
island, which scemed to float like a
sandy-coloured egg on the b(;som of
the = yellow-coloured water. In the
boat by which he €rossed were two or
three genuine navvies, all smoking
short pipes and carrying the 'can
which may be considered the insignia
of their class; some of them had
spades and pickaxes, and Jack admim
ed the strength‘ of their muscular
limbs and argued a similar soundness
of lung and heart from the strength
of their tobacco, which filled the cir-
cumambient air with a pungent odour
resembling that of burning tarpaulin.

With the taciturnity of the British,
whether peer or peasant, they regard-
ed Jack critically but in silence, and
-with just a shadow of contempt for
the softness and whiteness of his
hands and the mildness of his tobac-
so. However, they directed him civil-
ly enough to the forg.man, a burly
giant who looked Jack up and down
with very much of the expression of
a Roman slave-dealer, and in re-
sponse to Jack’s request for work,
nodded a bullet head towards a spade
and a barrow, told him gruffly to join
the gang, and asked what name he
should put on the pay sheet.

On Jack’s hesitating, the foreman,
with no show of curiosity or interest,
took out a stub of pencil and,/after a
preliminary lick, .muttered,” “Bill
Jones; there ain’t one already, 1 don’t
think,” wrote dawn the name, spat
twice with emphasis, and walked
away.

Jack took up his barrow and spade,
and trailed off in the wake of the
gang to which he had been attached.

And now it would be pleasant to re-
late that Jack found the work quite
easy, and accomplished the task
well that the foreman was compelled
to award him unstinted praise and,
on the spot, double his wages. Alas!
these things do not occur in real life,
but are reserved for fiction; and the
truth of the matter was of a very dif-
ferent complexion.

The day was hot; the barrow, when
filled, was exceedingly heavy; and it
required all Jack's concentration of
mind and limb to keep the wretched
thing on the narrow plank. When it
trundled off into the soft gravel, it
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you possess a bafk—a fact which, ap-
‘parently, has been concgaled from
you hitherto—\is brought home to you |
in the most painful -and-obvious way,
when you have been loading and un-
loading a barrow for three consecutive
hours,: -

* The sun beat on the back ot Jack's
neck and made it sore; the handles of |
the ba[x'i"bw. to say nothing of the
lpulo. ‘blistered his_hands and made
them' étill sorer than hu neck; the
heavy ‘boots, which the ‘outfitter had
assured him would Bel abHcomfterable |

ing and. huvyuMWn and long |-

needed the strength of a giant to lift }
it on again. Then, again, the fact that|
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A good line Dandy Horse Brushes,
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Knives.

Pocket Knives, Splitting Knives,
Dessert Knives.
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Rabbit Wire.
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We are showing a good assortment
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Hack Saws.
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0il Cookers.
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ing at less thanr they can be imported
for, as we need the room for pther
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0il Heaters.

$7.00, $8.00, $10.00 each.

Oil Taps.

For steel barrels, $10.00 a dos.

Overalls.

Snagproof Overall, Pants and Jack-
ets; Blue and White Stripe, Blue Den-
im, Combination Overall, Jacket and
Pants, $7.00 best quality.

Chain Traces.

48, 54, 60, 72, 90, 96 inch.
From 80c. to $2.50 a pair,

Back Chains.

$6.40 a doz. pairs.
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2 inch, 2%, 23 inch,

Felt.

Squares for Cart Struddles.
Pieces for Carriage Pads.
for Breechens and Breast
Straps.
Squares for Typewriters.

Forks.

Digging, Potato and Manure,

Feathers.

New stock, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 1b. sack.

Hammers.

A nice line Ca.rpent rs’ Hammers,
$1.00 and $1.40 each. y

Sweat Pads.

Heavy feit and filled pad, from 90,
each. Best assortment we
have ever shown.

Wringers. ..

$5.00 and $7.25 each.

Wood Pegs. .~
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sive but it is not, as
this cloth is extra
wide, extra quality,
extra heavy and very
smart.

Ladies
Flannelette
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At Low Prices.
Present prices can-
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make up.
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Knickers.

Ladies’ Black
Velvet and
Velveteen

Hats.

We- have just re-
ceived a few dozen of
these from “this side
of the water” and of-
fer same for your in-
spection.

Also some Buckram

‘Hat-Shapes for ladies

and children.
We expeet our ship-

‘ment of Hats from
England early in No-

vember and can then
give you Stylish Hats
at Low Prices.

Ladies’ Wool
and Fleeced
Underwear.

Ladies’ Stanfield Wool
Underwear.

Ladies’ New Knit
Wool Underwear.

Ladies’ Fleeced Vests
and Pants from 70c
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B]oomers at 90c.
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a splendid selec-
tion of
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WAR REVIEW.

bn several of the most important
ors in France, in the region of
lenciennes, to the east of Le Cateau
h of Laon, between the Oise and
8 Serre Rivers, and on the front
m the Meuse River to the vicinity
f Grand Pre, battles of sanguinary
racter are being fought, and the
fitish, French and American troops
brywhere are making progress
hinst the stubbornly resisting Ger-
ps. In Belgium the Allied forces,
ng to the rapid retreat of the ene-
and the flooded cordition of the
rlands, have not yet been able to
me into full fighting contact with
b Germans, © but doubtless a few
bre days will see them again hard
for their quarry and driving him
er toward hiss own frontier.
ath of Valenciennes, the British
rd and Fourth armies with which
hericans are co-operating, have con-
ed successfully to press onward,
h Mons and Maubeuge  their ob-
ves. Valenciennes {is . gradually
ng enveloped and soon is destined
'be pinched out of the fighting line
turning movements from the north
il south in the manner generally
ppted in the present day tactics,
én it is more desirable to envelop
rong point than to waste life and
b in reaching the objective by a
ntal attack. The Germans in this
on continue to use numerous ma-
ne guns to retard the advance of
eld Marshal Haig’s men, and the ar-
ery of both sides is violently ac-
British aviators are materially
ing the offensive by dropping
mbs behind the line or flying low
il cutting troop formations to pieces
h machine. gun fire. . South Jf the
e River the French are making
rp thrusts against the enemy with
p intention of clearing out the en-
jo triangle between. Flavigny and
nt Cornet and taking all -the rail-
id lines withifi” this region and also
ptting out.the salient that still ex-
5 there. The Germans are strong-
counter attacking on‘all the fronts
attack, but thé French have ward-
 Off their efforts to regain lost ter-
ory and have gained ground south
Mont-Cornet, one of the principal
Iway junctions in this region. North
Grand-Pre, and north of Verdun
the sector lying between the Meuse
ver and north of the Argonne For-
,» the Americans have cut further
d deeply into the enemy’s line, de-
ite the continued extremely heavy
® of machine guns 'and artillery by
e Germans,-

BELIEVES ALLIES WILL ACT.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 24.
Sermany’s plea for ' an armistice
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