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66 The Man Who
Disappeared.”

CHAPTER VII.

Mfülfrj Begins.

"You would make one think you 
were perfectly unscrupulous, dear,” 
said Florence, smiling. "But you 
know as well as 1, that a promise is 
sacred."

“Not all promises. Are they. 
Tommy T’

“No. not all.” replied T-archer. “It's 
like this: When you make a bad 
promise, you inaugurate a wrong. As 
long as you keep that promise, you 
perpetuate that wrong. The only- 
way to end the wrong, is to break 
the promise.”

"Bravo. Tommy ! You can't get 
over logic like that. Florence, dear, 
and your promise did inaugurate a 
wrong—a wrong against yourself.”

-Well, then, it's allowable to wrong

you had gone, and then he wrote you 
about the bad luck nonsense. There 
must have been some strange defect 
in your mail arrangements."

“I always thought some letters 
must have gone astray and miscar
ried between us. I know he couldn't 
he so negligent. I'd have taken pains 
to clear it up, if I hadn't promised 
my father just at that time—" She 
stopped, unable to control her voice 
longer. Her lips were quivering.

“Speaking of ycur father," said 
I-archer, "you must have got a sub
sequent letter from Davenport, be
cause he sent it registered, and the 
receipt came back with your father's 
signature."

• No, I never got 'hat, either,’ said 
Florence, before the inference struck 
her. When it did, she gazed from 
one to the • thcr with a hclp'ess,
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oneself," said Florence.
• But upt one's friends—one s true, wounded look, and b usheil as it 

disinterested friends. And as for shame were her own. 
that other promise of yours— that Edna Hill’s eyes blazed wiih in 
fearful promise: — you can't deny dj tjoDj then softened in pity fo. 
you wronged somebody by that; her friend. She turned to Larché»somebody you had no right to wrong.

"It was a choice between him and in a very cailing-to-acconnt manner, 
my father,” replied Florence, in a < Why didn’t you tell me all thh 
low voice, and turning very red. before ?’

"Very well ; which deserved to be < J didn't think it was necessary, 
sacrificed ?" cried Edna, her eyes and . . . , , ,tone showing that the subject was a And bestdes, he never told me about
heating one. "Which was likely to the letters till the night before last, 
suffer more by the sacrifice? You • And all this time that poor young 
know perfectly well fathers don't lie maB has thought Florence tossed him 
in those cases, and consequently over because of some ridiculous no-
your father's hysterics must have 
been put on for effect. Ob. don't tell 
me!—it makes me wild to think of 
it! Your father would have been all 
right in a week; whereas the other 
man's whole life is darkened."

“Don't say that, dear." pleaded 
Florence, gently. "Men soon get 
over such things.”

“Not so awfully e on; not sincere 
men. Their views of life are chang
ed for all time. And this man seems 
to grow more and more melancholy, 
if what Tom says is true.”

“What I say?" exclaimed Larcher.
The.gujp Jqgked at each other.
“Goodness! I have given it away!" 

cried Edna.
“More and more melancholy?" re

peated Larcher. “Why, that must be 
Murray Davenport. Was he the —? 
Then you must be the —! But surely 
yon wouldn’t have given him up on 
account of the bad luck nonsense.”

“Bad luck nonsense?” echoed Ed
na, while Miss Kenby looked bewilder
ed.

“The silly idea of some foolish peo
ple that he carried bad luck with 
hitr," Larcher explained, addressing 
Florence. “He sent you a letter 
about it.”

"I never got any such letter from 
him." said Florence, in wonderment.

"Then you didn't know? And that 
had nothing to do with your giving 
him up?"

“Indeed it had not! Why, if I'd 
known about that — But the letter 
you speak of—when was it? I never 
had a letter from him after I left 
town. He didn't even answer when 
I told him we were going.”

"Because he had never heard you 
were going. He got a letter after

lion about bad luck?’
‘ Well, more or less, — and the 

general fickleness of the sex.’
* General fick—! And you, hav

ing seen Florence, let him go on 
thinking so?’

* But I didn’t know Miss Kenby 
was the lady he meant. If you’d 
only told me it was lor her you want
ed news of him—’

‘ Stupid, you might have guessed ! 
But 1 think it’s about time he had 
some news of her. He ought to know 
she wasn’t actuated by any such pal
try, childish motive.’

* By George, I agree with you !’ 
cried Larcher, with a sudden energy. 
‘ If you could see the effect on the 
mau, of that false impression, Miss 
Kenby ! I don’t mean that his state 
of mind is entirely due to that ; he 
had cause enough before. But it 
needed only that to take away all 
consolation, to stagger his faith, to 
kill his interest in life.’

“Has it made him so bitter?” asked 
Florence, sadly.

“I shouldn't call the effect bitter
ness. He has too lofty a mind for 
strong resentment. That false im
pression has only brought him to the 
last stage of indifference. I should 
say it was the finishing touch to mak
ing his life a wearisome drudgery 
without motive or hope."

Florence sighed deeply.
"To think that he could believe 

such a thing of Florence," put in 
Edna. “I’m sure l couldn’t. Could 
you, Tom?”

"When a man's in love, he doesn't 
see things in their true proportions. ' 
said Larcher, authoritatively. "He 
exaggerates both the favors and the 
rebuffs he gets, both the kindness 
and the coldness of the woman. If 
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great. Nobody will believe such good 
things of a woman as the man who 
loves her; but nobody will believe 
such bad things if matters go wrong.”

"Dear, dear. Tommy! What a lot 
you know about it!"

But Miss Hill’s momentary sarcasm 
went unheeded. “So I really think, 
Miss Kenby, if you'll pardon me," 
Larcher continued, “that Murray Dav
enport ought to know your true rea
son for giving him up. Even if mat
ters never go any further, he ought to 
know that you still—h’m—feel an in
terest in him—still wish him well. I'm 
sure if he knew about your solicitude 
—how it was the cause of my looking 
him up—I can see through all that 
now—”

"1 can never thank you enough— 
and Edna," said Florence, in a trem
ulous voice.

“No thanks are due me," replied 
Larcher, emphatically. “I value his 
acquaintance on its own account. But 
if he knew about this, your real mo
tives then, and your real feelings 
now, even if he were never to see you 
again, the knowledge would have an 
immense effect on his fife. l'in sure 
it would. It would restore Me 'faith 
n you, in woman. In humanity. It

would console him inexpressibly; 
would be indefinitely sweet to him. It 
would change the color of his view 
of life: give him hope and strength; 
make a new man of him.”

Florence's eyes glistened through 
her tears. "I should be so glad.” she 
said, gently, “if—if only—you see, 1 
promised not to hold any sort of com
munication with him."

“Oh, that promise!” cried Edna, 
•just think how it was obtained. And 
think about those letters that were 
stopped. If that alone doesn't release 
veu, I wonder what!”

Florence's face clouded with humili
ation at the reminder.

“Moreover,” said Larcher, “you 
won't be holding communication. The 
matter has come to my knowledge 
fairly enough, through Edna's lucky 
forgetfulness. I take it on myself to 
tell Daveni>ort. I’m to meet him to
morrow. anyhow—it looks as though 
it had been ordained. I really don t 
gee how you can prevent me, M'.ss 
Kenby.

ycuTl find Mr. Davenport up there, 
replied the servant, glapefag at a 
brown envelope on the bet-stand.

Larcher saw It was addressed to 
Murray Davenport. “When did that 
telegram come?” he inquired.

"I-ast evening.”
“It must be the one I sent. And he 

hasn't got it yet! Do you mean be 
hasn't been in?"

Heavy slippered footsteps in the 
rear of the hall announced the com
ing of somebody, who proved to be 
a rather fat woman in a soiled wrap
per. with tousled hair, flabby face, 
pale eyes, and a worried but kindly 
look. Larcher had seen her before; 
she was the landlady.

« Do yon know anything about Mr 
Davenport ?’ she asked, quickly.

* No, madam, except that I was to 
call on him here at one o'clock.

• Oh, then, he may be here to meet 
you. When did you make that en 
gagement ?’

‘ On Tuesday, when I was here 
last ! Why ?—What's the matter?’

‘ Tuesday ? 1 was in hopes you
might ’a’ made it since. Mr. Duv 
enport hasn’t been home for two 
days !

“Two days! Why. that's rather 
strange!"

“Yes, it is; because he never stay
ed away over night without he either 
told me beforehand or sent me word.

I He was always so gentlemanly about 
saving me trouble or anxiety.

“And this time he said nothing 
about it?”

“Not a word. He went out the day 
before yesterday at nine o'clock in the 
morning, and that's the last we've 
seen or heard of him. He didn't 
carry any grip, or have his trunk sent 
for; he took nothing but a parcel 
wrapped in brown paper.’

“Well, I can't' understand it: It’s 
after one o’clock now—If he doesn't
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(To be continued.)

EUROPEAN AGENCY 
W

Florence's face threw off its clcud 
and her conscience its scruples, and : soon turn up—What do you think 
a look of gratitude and relief, almost about it?"
of sudden happiness, appeared. I “j don't know what to think about

“You are so good, both of you. ^ i*m afraid it’s a case of mysteri- 
There s nothing in the world I'd rath- ous disappearance—that's what I 
er have than to see him made happy."

“If yoti'd like to see it with your 
own eyes," said Larcher, “let me send 
to you for the news."

“Oh. no! I don’t mean that. He 
mustn't Know where to fini me. If he 
came to see me, I don’t know what 
father would do. I’ve been so afraid 
of meeting him by chance : or of his 
finding out I was in New York."

Larcher understood now why Edna 
had prohibited his mentioning the 
Kenbys to anybody. “Well,” said he.
“in that case. Murray Davenport shall 
be made happy by me at about one 
o’clock to-morrow afternoon."

“And you shall come to tea after
ward and tell us all about it." cried 
Edna. “Flo, you must be here for the 
news, if I have to go in a hansom and 
kidnap you."

“I think I can come voluntarily.’ 
said Florence, smiling through her 
tears.

“And let s hope this in only the be 
ginning of matters, in spite of any 
silly old promise obtained by false 
pretences! I say. we’ve let our tes 
get cold. I must have another cup.’
And Miss Hill rang for fresh hot wat 
er.

The rest of the afternoon in th.'t 
drawing-room ' was all mirth and 
laughter; the innocent, sweet laught 
er of youth enlisted in the generous 
cause of love and truth against the 
old. old foes—mercenary design, fais 
appearances, and mistaken duty.

Larcher had two reasons for not 
going to his friend before the time 
previously set for his call. In the 
first place he had previously laid out 
his time up to that hour, and. second 
ly, he would not hazard the disap
pointment of arriving with his good 
news ready, and not finding his friend 
in. To be doubly sure, he telegraph
ed Davenport not to forget the ap
pointment on any account, as he had 
an important disclosure to make. Full 
of his revelation, then, he rang the 
bell of his friend’s lodging-house at 
precisely one o'clock the next day.

fcni go right up to Mr. Davenport's 
room," he said to the negro boy at the 
door.

“All right, sir, but I don’t thihk
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Men’s OUTING SHIRTS,
In neat light patterns.

WILLIAM FREW, Water Street,

Job Printing Executed !

Per S. S. “Stéphane.1
APPLES, ORANGES, BANANAS. 

PLUAH) and APRICOTS, 
GRAPE-FRUIT and LEMONS, 

GREEN CORN,
" -CUCUMBERS. 

TOMATOES and CAULIFLOWER.
STRING BEANS.

’ NEW YORK TURKEYS,

NEW YORK CHICKEN.

JAMES STOTT.
ANYONE, anywhere
can start a mail order boaioees at home. 
No canvassing. Be your own boas. Send 
for free booklet. Telit Ecw Hsaeock, 
$1618 T/eknirt N.Y oeclKtt

“Home Lai
Carries with it the fôll|

Unreservedly
to be the pure natural prod| 

Hard \VT

Not Adulterated, 
Not Artificl 

Not!

Try a Barrel. It’s the

COLIN CAl
‘Wholesale

BIG SU
CHEAP
Our yne ol BROW!

WH|
Because they are Light, Serviceabii

CHEAP,” bift are WONDERFUL VALUE f-j
All these Shoes are Leather Strap] >1 

which greatly add to their wearing tpi.tj

CHILDREN’S—Sizes 5 to m, only
per size.

MISSES’—Sizes :i to 1, only £2C 
per size.

YOUTHS’—Sizes 9 to 13, only g[
1 per size.

BOYS’—Sizes 1 to 5, only 68C. P-n 

WOMEN’S—AH sizes from 2 to 7, 

MEN'S—All sizes from 6 to 11, ol

Tan Cotton
CHILDREN’S—From 5 in. to 9I in 

WOMEN S—Plain Tan Cotton Hoj 

MEN’S—Plain Tan Cotton Half

HENRY
ÿ wvwvwwywywwAW

HAVE YOl
■ or

Cleaning, Pressing and
If not give us a Tril

Let us demonstrate to yol 
and Pressing Service means

Goods called for
PHONE)

WILLIAM
The Reliable Tailoring, Clean]

174 Duckworth Street,

truef:
Means what it says if you buy one 1

REGISTERED BRAND SI
THIS BRAND is designed with vent 

seam, S. B. Vest and peg to]) Punts, 
very popular with all classes.

OUR SUCCESS with these new 
packed in stock boxes, is so great that 
compelled to build a new Factory so aJ 
crease our output.

8®“AsU your Dealer lor

TRUEFIT, AMERICUS, 
FITREFOttM, PROGRESl 

STILENFIT, THE MOj 
S. 11, ETC,

«■ Wholesale enl|

THE HELD. CLOTHING FACT
' Limited,

225 and 227-Duckworth
JOB PPINTiNO N<

MINA RTFS LINIMENT CURES GAR
GET IN COWS.


