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NOTES AND COMMENTS
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Those English haven't a
friend in the world, though they man-
age lo thrive amazingly while human
buings revile them. Starlings import-
ed from England are increasing rapid-
ly in the East, to the sorrow of the in-
habitants, But sometimes the
expressed that we might have an inva-
sion of such splendid songsters as ihe
We welcome all but
the undesirable foreigners.

There is, however, an article in The
Saturday Review of London on “Eng-
lish Birds in New Zealand” which rais-
es a doubt whether there are any for-
eign birds out of the undesirable class,
Once they had a plague of caterpillars
in that country of up-to-date politics,
the the
emergency, and suggestions that impor-

SpParrows

wish is

skylark, would

native birds were unequal 1o
tutions should be made from the mother
country were with
claim, The English sparrows gol in by
a fluke, but there was a warm welcome

received wild ac-

for the hedge sparrow, the song thrush,
the greenfinch, the chaflinch, the gold-
finch, the redpoll, the yellow hammer, |

]
the skylark and other |
Lirds. The caterpillars, sweet memaor-
ies, the all combined
to make the importing scheme a popu-

the slarling,
home sentiment

lar one. but the reaction has'been some-
For out in New Zealand
the worm-cating birds have acquired a
faste

thing terrible.

for grain and {ruit, and the farm-
Crs filled rage
That “blithe spirit,” the

ranked as a feathered pest.

are with and despair.
skylark, 1s
The black-
bird, which John Burroughs describes
in ebony,” brought
prices at first, but after it
t'ad developed an awlul appelite for ber-
ries; apples and pears it was regarded
sooly intruder and a
greedy nuisance.” Another home favo-
rite, the is now “placed

as “our robin cut

¢xorbitant

as an ‘“*ugly,
thrush, is
fairly high on the list of mistakes,” and,
although are - some reservations
on account of the starling, the one cer-
tain exception, the one bird that has
no!t worn hiz welcome out, is the hedge

song

there

SParrow.

But it should be moted that the new
plague has driven away lhe old, that
the couulry is no longer devastated Ly
And possibly the unhap-

calerpillars,
py farmer who becomes pessimistic al

the sight of a pecked pear is not wholly
just to the birds, for it is cerlain that
Le has made no inveniory of their in-

sect food which 'might tell of the good

they do. Whether we should try to fol-
low New Zealand's example is another

question, but the leading singers in
Englund's choir would ~add—sovedhing
worth having lo our bird music.
et ety
longer is the Klondike.

Hotelkeepers there say that they never

Fcodless no

kave used celery equal to. the celery
arown in the Yukon territory. Some

oGy tons of vegelables and 400 lons «f

hay were grown there last- year, de-
gpite the brevity of the summer sea-
sCn The vegelables include potatoes,
cubbage, lurnips, carrotls, beets, celery,
ele: There is good coal for business

purposes, timber, coal, copper, and other
and quanlitics of fish and

ninerals
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MARVELS OF SAFE-BUILDING.

Burglars and Earthquakes Delied by a
a New York Safe,

What is known as the Chemical Banlk
building in New York can now boast of
a safe which not only defies the mod-
ern cracksman, bubt  also earthquakes
and fires. A succession of dynamite ex-
plosions might conceivably shatler the
safe and disclose its inner recesses and
the securities entrusted to them, but it
1z difficult to forecast any imaginable
circumstances even in red revolution
under which such a result would be
allempled.

The safe is a marvel of construction
in iron and sleel work, and the vault in
which it is deposited goes down to a
cepth of 40 feet. The foundation and
walls are of masonry and concrete, and

in the vault ilself the safe rests on a
number of concrete piers. A mnarrow
passage runs round three sides, and

by an ingenious arrangement of mirrors
the walchman passing along lhe gang-

way in front can see every part of the
back - and sides, as well as the open
niches under the safe. The safe itself

weighs 300 tons. ‘tnere are five layers
of steel. The outer door has a weight
of 6 tons, is 16 feet high, 20 feet wide,
end 20 feet long, and the inner door is
of proportionate dimensions.

Another peculiar protective device is
an arrangement of steam pipes along
{he passages, from which, in case of a
rviotl and an altack upon the bank, jets
¢l hot steam could play upon the safe,
scalding the assailants. The safe is the
oulcome of fifty ‘years' experience of
safe building.

An equally remarkable device for im-
roediately announcing the presence of
an interloper and enterprising burglar
is the tell-tale disguised tinfoil curtain,
wilh which electric wires are connected
from the janitor's apartments in the
upper part of the building. Pressure
upon the wall of the safe will set the bell
ringing, and promptly bring oflicials
upon the scene,
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ADAMIC.

Acam, envied most of men—
And envied mostly for this thing;
Hoe wore no coat on which the hairs

face
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“So you are in love with him?” eaid
Ccnrad von Garde, looking curiously at
tis pretty daughter.

A wave of color swept over the girl's
face, but she made no reply.

“This is an exceedingly forlunale cir-
cuinstance,” continued her father. *“It
rerders what I want you to do much
euwsier of achievement. After several
years of hard work, this Captain Dur-
ham, who is the cleverest man in the
British Artillery, has perfected an ‘n-
vestion which will double the efliciency
of their guns and give the projectiles
ar: appalling power, The secrel will
revolutionize naval and military war-
fure. I must know what it is, and this
love affair of yours will greally assist
me in allaining that end.”

“I don't see how,” said the girl, speak-
inc with some diffidence.

“I'll - explain,” resumed Von Garde.
“Though Caplain Durham carries on his
experiments at the laboratory of the
Woolwich Arsenal, I have discovered,
by a little judicious bribery, that he
keeps ‘his plans at home in Bayswater,
Now, perhaps, you see? FHis mother
Lias invited you there, and I want you
lo learn in what part of the house " is
rcoms are situated, and the posilion
therein of a certaln safe. That's not
difficult, is it?"” he asked, wilh a smile.
“Also you must obtain a wax impres-
sion of some keys, which he always |
wears on a steel chain, You'can eéas-
iy do that during some of the petly
focling nvariably indulged in by lov-
€rs.”

“No, no- I can't do it!” cried the girl,
furning away with a crimson face,
“You musl!” exclalmed Von Garde,
siriding towards her threateningly.

“Never!” was the answer, given in a
low determined voice, -

“Do you think my object in gelling
introduced to this particular family was
the furtherance of your sentimental fan-
cies?” her father savagely demanded.
“Those plans have always been my ul-
timate aim. Germany will be at the
mercy of Great Britain if we cannot get
passession of this wonderful invention.
You've got to do as I tell you, my girl,
F0 make up your mind to it, and let
us have done with these heroics.”

Suhdenly the girl _turned round to
him. There was an .appalling look in
her tearful blue eyes. and the troubled
expression of the beautiful, childish
must have touched into softness
ne less hard-hearted than Von Garde.

“Once for all, dad, I can’t do it. You
promised me that we had done with
this loathesome life of spying and thiev-
ing. Is my happiness nothing to you,
that you ask me lo sacrifice it-in help-
ing to steal these hateful plans? Is it
thiat I have keen too happy in the past?”
she asked, with a hard, pitiful laugh.
“Oh, dad, let us leave all that horrid

life IWM*-“* live—honestly ~and |
1M1 SUCIT™e that we shall have no- |
thing to conceal. Why should we de-
grade ourselves to serve the ends of
those drecadful War Ministers?”

“You're talking nonsense,” was the
rcugh reply. “To serve the Fatherland
nmust ever be our first consideration.’

“But I love England belter than Ger-
many,” exposlulated the girl,

“Ah, your mother would never help
me in my schemes. She was English.
But you musl; you are German, and
you have =such an opportunity now.
You, a little helpless girl, can do more
for the Fatherland than an army or a
navy, but are foolish enough to refuse
because you love an English captain.
Say no more; you must help me o get
'he plans.”

The girl shook her head resolutely.

“What! You won't?” thundered Von
Garde, grasping her wrist viciously.

“How could I face him, knowing I
hah sbtolen his life's work and placed
it in the hands of his country's ene-
mies? How could 1 ever {face him
again?”

“I don’t wish you to steal; I only want
you to help me.”

“The guilt is the same.”

“Suppose I tell him the story of your
past; do you think you'll be able to
face him then?” sneered Von Garde.

The cowardly blow reached the girl’s
heart. Her cheeks and lips went while;
but she held her ground.

“Al least, that would have to be told !
whenever—if ever he spoke to me of
love,” she brokenly retorted. “It will |

| be hard—very hard; but it will have 10 |

be told.”

“And you lhink
you”

“Wouldn’t he?” she anxiously asked.

Von Garde laughed harshly, sarcasti-
cally.

“You have been introduced to him
and his family under false pretences,”
he said. “They'd despise you, did they
Fut know the truth. At present your
love affair is going on very well, lelp
m+~ get these plans and hold your
tongue, then Durham necd never know

he'd slill care lor

ycu as other than pretty Vera Von
Garde. If you refuse, then 1 tell all
and you lose all. No self-respecting

Englishman would think of making the
real Vera his wife; there’'s no surer
way ¢! driving him from you than un-
veiling your past.”

“] shall never become his wife lill be
knows it. Jut, apart fromn that, I'm
determined not to go back to the old
life 1 am lired and ashamed of it,
How ufterly degrading it was I never
realized till 1 fell in love with Captain
Durham. Dad, dad!” she burst out,
piteously, “think of me a little—I. want
to be happy. And we might be happy
—you and I—were we but honest and
true.”

“My only happiness lies in serving my
country,” replied Von Garde,

“punish me if you will,” said the
girl, her voice unsteadied by a decp
emotion. “I'll never move a finger to

betray the plans of the man I love!”

1L,

Conrad von Garde was furious at his
failure to browbeat his daughler into
compliance with his wishes; he reoliz-

Of other maids were apt to cling.

tent than fear had come into her life
and destroyed his power over her,
Other methods would now have to be
employed, for the slern necessily of
chtaining Durham's plans slill remain-
ed.

With litlle loss of lime he evolved a
new scheme, then paid a visit o the
Fast-end to enlist an acoomplice for its
execution, His calling had made him
familiar with the evil elements in moslt
of the European capitals, so that detail
was soon dealt with, In less than a |
week after his quarrel with Vera, be!
end his recruit accomplished lheir ob-
ject,

Belween twelve and one on the first
favorable night they crept steallhily
ivty the front garden of Durham’s place

in Bayswater, Von Garde's companion “But why?" he asked, surprisedly,
promplly et to work on the window | “Yon have come before,”

with suspicious dexterity, m a frw sec- “Oh, we muslt never sece cach olher
cnds he slid it noiselessly up, closing | again!” she exclaimed, painfully agitadl-
it again when they had bolh swungled. “I'm not what you think me, butl
into the roon. a wrelched, miserable girl wilhh a

“Stop that, you young fool!" com-|shameful past.”

manded the German, as the burglar “And yon wouldn't care {o confide in
flashed an  electric torch  round the [ we, Vera?' he asked, stepping quickly

place.  “You're not on an
cl your own—you're

expedition
working for me.

(ome on. The room we want is on
the first floor, at the end of lhe pas-
sage."”

Silenlly as shadows {he {wo men

moynted the stairs, traversed the pas-
and reached a closed door. It
as uniocked, so provided no bar to
beir progress. Enlering the room be-
ond they guardedly swept the white

glare of the torch round it. Sab in the
wall on one side was a small safe.
Tliey crossed over to it; for a short

L critical-

while the young man eyed
ly, then laughed softly.
“Well?" questioned Von Garde.
“A play game,” murmured the other.
Producing pits and brace he
with a will, working ‘vigcrously
what seemed” an hour lo

set o
for

his- compan-

ion, bul what in realily could nol have |

been anything like that time. Then
be iried the door. The lock shot hack

smoothly and the safe was open.
“Keep your eye on the door,” com-
manded the German,
The burglar did as requested, sland-

|

too well founded,” the girl rrhu;:a,nllyr
aamitled,

“Can you tell me where he is?" Lo
asked again,

“You want him arrested?’ she in-
quired, apprehensively,

“No, no!" he cried, “l asked you

that unthinkingly. As a fact,.1 don't
care where he is, I was unkind of me
to speak of the maller at all to you.
Believe me, I'm very sorry for you, and
il you find yourself [riendless and
twone in London don't forgel that you
have always me and my mother o
come Lo, Now let us talk of pleasanter
things. I'm laking my sisters to the
St Jwmes's lo-night to see ‘YJohn Glayde's
[Ienor,” You'll let us call for you, €h?”

“l think not,” she answered, slowly.

i fronl of her and catching her hands
N his

The girl was louched into submis-
by the kindness of his words and
actons, She knew few-men beside her
father, and she had never thought them
capable of the deep lenderness wilh
wiiich Durham twas lrealing her.

o400

“It's all wery horrible, Dick,” she be-
gan, “bul I want you fo Lknow the
truth, I'm going away somewhere -—

anywhere—back to Germany, 1 fear it
riust be. When I'm gone you may
Fear stories about my past, and I don't
want you to think worse of me than I
rcally an.,

“My another died when I was a baby.
[ have had no bprotners or sisters «n
c¢ther friends to brighlen my existence,
My whole life has been spent with my
[ather, who - has no consideralion for
any person or thing except as of use
it the service of Germany, Iven me
he regords in this light, 1 had never
troubled anysell about his calling, bul
[ had scarcely reached the age of sev-
erleen when [ was forced inbo a cruel
acquaintance with i,

in;: before it revolver in hand.
Turning again to.the safe, Von Garde
threw the lighty into ils seceret depths
and saw a pile of oflicial-looking en-
velopes tled with pink tape.
it oul and undid it, running his eyes

quickly over the verious superscrip-

tions. His heart sank as he neared the |
bottom of the pile, but at last Le caine |
upon a bulky covering besring the

w«rds: “Plans of New lmproved Quick- |

Firing Gun. Approved by the Govern-
nent Iixperts.”

The envelope was
drew out its conlenls,
vas in such matlers, one glance
enough to inform him that
were drawings of parls—mainiy breech-
blocks—of big guns. [le could hardly

unscaled and he

was

suppress a cry of exuitation as he re- !

stored them to thein
them inlo his pocket.

Continuing  his search, luck un-
drewmad of favored ‘him. He discoverad

another envelope, marked — “Rough
Plan of Improved High-Power PProjec-

tile for Shattering Armor-Plate,” This
also he appropriated, then once more
rcsumed his investigations.

The remuining documents, however,
appeared to be chiefly of a personal ua-
fure, so he dhrew them back into

sale, closed the door, and intimaled t

his confederate his readiness to epart, !

Von Gards

"‘I}’:' ‘i

stairs
the sleps,

In descending the
missed one of

and

down several before he could regain hisi |

fw)('“”{.r.
“Fooll” hissed the burglar.

“Halloa! Halloa! Who's there?” cried | with an accident during {he hunt and
1 man’s voice. !‘f\ix‘ brought home dying, but he lived

The next moment there was a (].lir"«\’f!,, !‘.”“].\“ me for my crime in a man-
rush of maked feet. The Genman ;-r;AlE r.er 1 little expected. 1le sent for me
tis companion raced across the hall,ijust before he died and, giving me a
and had barely gained the sheller «f) gey, gaid: ‘That is for you, little Frau-
the room through which they had brok-| jain, It will open the sale containing

¢n in when the sound of revolyer shols
starlled them.

Quick though they were in
their escape, an upstairs window was
thrown open as they rcached the streel,
and the man they had heard before
shouted:—

“Police! Police! All right, Von
vou scoundrel! 1 know you-"

Fortunately for the thieves the police

Garde,

vere mot at hand, so their flight was!

unhindered.

Feeling that the Dover-Calais roule

wculd be unsafe, Von Garde made his |

escape to the Continent via Harwich
end the Hook of Holland.

kere him rapidly towards
adamitted to himself that it would Ye
years before he dare set fool in Eng-
land again. Yet this troubled him but
little, for the next instant he was think-

Jerlin, he

ing of the pride he would experience |

in his
harii o
such ¢normous impaortance.

Again he had served the Fatherland,
and beyond that nothing maitered
ncthing.

Chief's congratulations when he

et

I11.

Vera ‘'von Garde knew little of real
happiness till the love of Captain Dur-
ham wove its golden threads into her
drab days; its coming lent life an ad-
ded beauly. It enabled her lo turn her
back on the past and face the future
full of high resolutions. She knew that
Ler fiather was still scheming against
Durham, and when she found him ab-
sent one monning, and his bed unslept
in she knew that the slruggle had
reached a crisis.

The circumslance greally gricved her.

lhe usual greeling.
“No," she replied.
“Do you know wheré He is?"

¢t blue eyes above her, “Do you wish

“Dick, please lell
pened?”
“wWell,” Durham hesilatingly resnark-

course,  I've lost some
were stolen last night, You must
cuse me for saying so, Vera, bul I su-
speet your father of being in collusion

them. I hope I am
you can tell ane.”

G however, that somelhing more po-

“I'm afraid your suspicions are only

(
|
|
He drew { raade
|
|

Unversed as h“"i

the plans

covering and put|

the

W

> | Bilunthe!l

naking |

As lhe train!

nim the plans which were ¢

“1 don't,” she answered. looking any-
where rather than into the keen, hon-

to see him about anything--particular?”
Then, throwing off all disguise, she said,
me what has hap-

od, “l suppose that will be the better
plans—they
ex-

with the thieves, if not actually one «f
wrong—perhaps

“He took me on a visit to a friend
of his, an inventor- named Blunthell,
a man as old as himself. [ felt quile
Uindifferent towards our host till: ne
love do me, then I disliked him.
His whole mamner chilled me, and the
anly things he cared aboui were his
inventions and boar-hunting.

| “When I spoke to iy father of the
i distasteful allentions being paid me, ne
| caid thal Blunthel had invenled a new
| kind of armor-plate, and had promised
!t-: reveal the secral to the War Oflice
| en the day I became his wile,
tested that that could never Lbe,
{ did mot and could not love him,

I pro-
for 1
My
alher Jaughed, and said that he should
certainly compel me o marry him,
unless 1 could oblain the secret by some
i cthertmeans.,
| “Feeling that death was a preferable
| allernative, 1 went out inlo the woods
J1\\'2”1 some wild idea of killing myseif,
] lhe requisile courage.

| but 1 lacked

C nveryhing was so beautiful, and I was
| young and wanted to live.

“In the end I resolved o steal thi
rapers relating 4o the discovery, il pos-
sible. My falher, who did not cire how

| they were obtained, provided me wilh

| keys, and one day, when he and our

| hest were out hunling, I succeeded im
1y wicked project. Though I was-hus

relieved of the obligation of marrying

[ was alimost as miserable as

ih fore, for I knew he thoughl much ¢l

his invention, and dreaded the effecl its
| los would have upon him,

“Strangely enough. however, he met

the greal secrel of the armor-plate. |1
give it to you.
“My father placed all lhe details ol
10 invenlion in the hands of his chiels
I. and we came to England. 1 determined
{ then never again to take any part in
s sehemes, and 1 have not. [ think

am, Dick, you'll sce thal it wili Le

setler for us to part.”
L “But I knew all this
| Durham, calmly,
| The girl Jocked up at him with start-
led eyes.
Z “1 was Informed of il by
sceret service agent, who Knows
and your father quile well,
| Jove with you at our first meeling, and
| when 1 heard your story 1 pilied you,
| too. I made up my mind that you
P would some day lell e of your past—
| knowing lhat when you did so you
I would love nie as 1 wanted to be loved,
and thet then 1 would you to be-
come my wile, You must know, dear,
that 1 love vou very much. Will you
be my wife?”

“Oh. Dick, fare you quile sure you
wanl me?’ she asked, with quivering
hps. - “Wouldn't it be belter for our
paths to part here?”

“Thal’s for you lo decide, sweetheart,
said Durham, drawing the girl into his
arms.  “Does your happiness lie in a
lcnely path?”

“It lies in your keeping, dear,” sho
confessed, almost inaudibly.

“And mine .in yours,” he replied.

She raised her head at his words,
and saw in her tearful eyes a wondering

L
|
that's all. Now you know me for whai
|
!

l.)“fﬂl‘t‘," said

an English’
you

ask

love-light. Then he bLenl down and
prassed on the soft red lips the first

passion-kiss they had ever known.
“Will the theft of your plans mean
a very great logs to you?' Vena concer-

but before she could decide on any §
i i ' dly asked, after a while,
) e« " 1 urh imselt ' ) < (Jl_\ asked g, ;
;)i‘l::::l of action Durham himsc ) “No. They're no good to anybody,
¥ ’ -~ : = : “
2 ' o s "l : a smile 1 was ad-
“ls your father in?” he asked, after|®s8id Durham, with a swile, :

vised by the man who told me your
Listory to leaverany drawings at the ar-
senal, and I did so. What has been
stolen were plans of discarded guns and
projectiles; but they were in (xn'\'(*lf)p(ts
bearing high-sounding inscriptions.
They would easily deceive a noviee,
! the thief avill have a disagreeable

surprise when he puls them in the
hands of an expert® :
“'m glad for your sake,” she an-

swered. “And perhaps it will be a les.
son to him.”

“Let us hope so,” he sincerely con-
cluded.—London Til Bils,

A

Teacher: “What is the difference bhe-
tween lightning - and electricity ?"
Jright  Pupil ¢ “Lightning is {free, and
electricily costs money.”

[ fell in.

DITS OF INFORMATION. - |

Interesting Nubs of Knowledge Which
It Might be Well to Learn.

The firs, almanac
[Tungary in 1470,

Sw.lzerland, in proporvtion lo its size,
has more hotels than any olher coun-
lry

The first lighining-conductor was in-
venled by an obscure Bohemian inonk
in 1754,

The average Sunday congregation al
St, Paul's is 3,400, at Westminsler Ab-
Ley 2,000,

Fine-cdged lools lase their temper if
exposed to the lightof the sun for v con-
siderable length of time,

The Japanese release pigeons inslead
of smashing a bollle of wine on the
stem of a £hp which is being launched.

[taly owns the world's three largest
churches—St. Peter’s, Rome; The Duo-
o, Milan; and St, Paul's at Rome.

Deaths from accidents among seamen
number fifty-three per 10,000, five times
Ligher than in “dang rous occupations.”

When an oyster is a forinight old it
is not much larger than the head of 2

was

printed in

pin. At the end of four ycars growlih
it is fit for the table,

Yed glass theslens vegetation, while
Liue glass suppresses dil,  Sensitive

plants like the mimosa grow fifteen
times higher under red glass than un-
aer blue.

The bigeest estate in Lie United King-
dom is the lordship of Sutherland, the
property of the Duke of Sutherland. The
eslate is no less than 739,200 acres.

A Freneh slalistician estimates that
aboul 550,000 motor-cars have been
manufactured in the nine years since

the experiments of sell-propelled road
vehicles firsl succeeded.

In Brazil, at the funeral of an un-
narried woman, the mourning color is
scarvlet. The coffin, the hearse, the trap-
puigs of the horses, and the livery of
the driver arc ‘all scarlet.

The largest orchands in the world are

al Werder, near Berlin, Germany. They |

extend withowt a break to about 13,000
acres.  They yield some 43,000,000 Ibs.
of apples and pears every year,

An enormous mass of waler is used
for suppressing fires in Iondon.,  Lasl
vear it amounted to 20,000,660 gallons,
or, expressed in  weight, 120465 tons.
Of this huge -quantily about one-sixth
was {aken from rivers and canals, and
the rest from the sireet mains.

A curious insect has arrived from
Brazil al the South Kensington Muse-
vin, Il is a beetle. At ils head a red
ruby lamp, and <¢leven green lights
glow forth from each side of the litile
crealure, These peculiaritics have earn-
od it the name of the “Railway Beetle.’

As -the result of experiments, il has
Leen found that the greyhound is the
faslest of all four-footed animals. When
going at full gallop it can cover twenty
virds a second, or aboul a mile in a
minute and lwenly-gight ~seconds—a
speed 1hat comes very near that of a
carrier pigeon.

The smallest mobor is that made by
a German mechanic. It is worked by a
Laltery deposited in his coat-pocket, and
ho uses the amotor as a scarf-pin, It
is working all the lime, simply to show
that it is an actual working motor. 1t

is curious to see the little wheels re-

volving as the machine resls on the
scarf.
What is eclaimed fo = be the largest

smgle Jeather belt in the world has been
made in Chicago for a saw-nrill plant.
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THE WORLD OVER. MO(
Tit-Bits of Information About 'Mosf
Everything.
A single ton of steel will make 10,4 RARE
006 gross of sleel pens,
The hide of a cow produces aboul
35 pounds of leather, that of a horse
ab¢ul 18 pounds. :
The growth of girls is greatest in their Faith

fifteenth year, of boys in their seven- i

teenth. I
Although Soulth America has about

twice the arca of the United Slates, it

has only half the population. Thy
There are 44,000 teelolal soldiers n admi

(e British Army, according o a slate- il is

ment. made by Army-Surgeon [ovatt. Mi0O!
British India has the swiflest river in press
the wofgd. It is the Sullej, which, n 1o us
18 miles, has a descent of 12,000 feet. are |
Savings banks are eslablished in 228 - In a
schools in Scolland. There are 35,712 does
depasitors, with £9,798 to their credit. . 1ies.
When the herring fishery scason is aculd
al its height, something tike 5,000 or 6 - ance
(0N miles of nets are set nightly in the ixm;
North Sea. ougl
The biggest trout in English walers g ie
this season has been captlured by Mr. :” i
I1. Currell, jun., of Hertford. It scaled "‘: 3
i3 pounds 3 ounces. R
The world’s oceans hold in solulion BeCHt
al least 2,000,000 tons of silver. There l.”m
* also much copper and a litlle gold in so0m
see water, of 1
Doclors in Sweden mever send bills and
l their patients, the amount of their the -
remuneration being left enlirely lo the out
generosily of the latter, The
All over the world there are 562,436 1.8
miles of railway lines now open. Ani- in =
erica, with ils vast territory, has 285, w)
781 miles, and Europe is a poor second breg
with 193,133 miles. lam
The largest orchards in e world are “ ; b
2t Werder, near Berlin, Germany. They "‘l‘
exlend without a break to about 13,000 ' b ik
acres.  They yield about 48,000,000, {?mt
p<unds of apples and pears cvery year, "]v
Some (recs are anuch more liable lo wh
be struck by lighlning than others. ‘onl;
Thus the oak and the elm are often my
struck and destroyed; bui the ash 1s Tha
rurely struck, and the beech, it is said, a li
never. mes

The Vatican was thoroughly cleaned -of |

lately, and a quanlity of repainling 41.1\\'
done. The work employed 5,700 peopie littl
fcr six months. Merely in cleaning M
wallpapers 1,000 loaves of bread were i
used daily. ion

At Stenton, Prestonkirk, England, is’ falc
a wonderful hen—a flrst cross belween Fre
a black Minorca and a buff Orpington., bels

This hen has just/aid an egg weighing
6 ounces, and-fmeasuring 9 inches by!
8 -inches circumfierence,

In Java women and young girls do| £ N wa
all the work of porters, carrying heavy, - Il
lnads on their heads with great skill. hay
As soon as a Javanese girl can walk ihe
she i taught the art of earrying things -
i« .that way. o

Amputating a horse's ‘leg at the fet- WO
leek joint; Professor Udriski,«of the vel- bri
erinary school at Jucharest, has re- bac

placed Ahe lost porlion with a leather : Y

1L was Mmade from pure oak bark tan-
pod leather: is 84 inches in width, three-
ply in thickngss, and weiglis just 2,300
pounds, ~The belt is 114 feet long; il
ot the cenlres of the hides of 225

steers o
this leather
before being placed in the bel.

An ingenious device has been in-
venlted by an employec of the street
railway in an American city-and is be-
ing ﬂslmi. Whenever a passenger
stands on the lower step a buzzer
sounds in the motorman’s compartment
and warns him not to start the car un-
hl the signal ceases, which it does the
instant the passenger-reaches the plal-
form or the sround. Conlack points are
placed in the slep which are broughtt
together ‘by the weight of tlre passen-
ger.

" Ihe British House of Commons and
lacal representative assemblies are ’_“’?
the only places -where word-spinning
Lhos developed into a fine art. Ina re-
cent session of the Uniled States (on-

¥
make it, and ecach pidce of
was  separalely stretond d

b cress 40,000,000 words were ullered in

{he seven months. The official record
contains frequent instances of sixly col-
evmns of speeches for a six hours' sit-
ting, an average of 165 words a minute.
The Senale devoted sevenly dayvs to a
aebale on the Railway Rate Bill,

7
£y

RENT DEAD KING'S HOUSE.

Palace of Great Historic Memories May
Now be Leased.

A rare opporlunity of leasing an
Fnglish royal palace is now offered lo
any one whose ambilion tends that way.
“rThe old Palace” of Richmond; which

once lhe home of
teresting as the Tower of London.

Edward 1II. died there in 1377.
by the servants,

arcatly to the building, and

down. It was rebuilt in 1501,

000,000 ‘hidden in
not yet been discovered.

a lease was granted in 1817,

lace faces Richmond Green. [t

coach houses.

-
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dow, Charlie?”
¢d.”  Neighbor—*Helped? How helped?’

kvt I threw the ball.”

“But this is so sudden. You had bet

“Very well, dear. And perhaps it woulc
he as well if T thought it over myself a

the same time "

has come into the market, was former-
ly part of the royal palace at Sheen,
Anglo-Saxon mon-
archs, and has a history almost as in-

Af-
tcr his death the palace was pillaged
tichard II., with Geof-
frey Chaucer as Clerk of Works, added
Edward
V. seltled it én Queen Elizabeth, At
the end of the year 1497 it was burned
and
Henry VI died there in 1500, leaving
it is said, treasure of the value of $9,-
vaulls, which have

The last royal person lo reside in the
palace was Queen Charlotte, to whom
The pa-
con-
tains five receplion rooms, ten bedrooms
and two bathrooms, with stables and

Neighbor—*Did you break this win-
Charlie—"Well, 1 help-

Charlie—*It was a _ball that broke it-—

tor give me a week to think it over.”

artificialz leg that enables :the &animal the
to walk”aboul and take exercise. ann
The largest quill tooihpick factory y ' (
the world is near Paris, where there is thi
an annual product of 200,000,000 quills. " shi
The factory was started to make quill ] (
pens, but when these went outl of gen- o9 an
cral use it was converted into a tooth- e
pick ill, il
While the average man is satisfied W
with a maximum of thirty-two teeth, a : an
Twrk, near Buaiburt, in Asia Minor, ‘ he
iv.asts of forty-five, dall perfect. lie pe- % 5 ye
|1ngs toea well-tocothed family, his mo- b - 4h
Lther and a sister each having the:same x i
| number, : i
 In,dhe Philippines the.use of.lchacco sy
is -universal, The native chil@d begins * ] -
to smoke as soon as it is able to talk. ye
In the northern provinces especially ‘i su
is no uncommon sight fo see a child U
of five or six pufling vigorously, at a e
b cigar. ; ' ul
Thé Mastérship of the Horse is tha ; ’\t\‘
most coveted -office. in the Kings | (h“
[lousehold.  ThHe salary “is- £2,500 a £
year, and there are some valuable priv- vl
ileges -and.  perquisites, including the th
l usi- of the Royal horses and carriages, ' A , o
' with the altendance of the servants be- b
longing lo the same. The Earl of Sef-

lon is the present holder of the office. i
Wives are still- obtained by purchase 14
in.'some parls of Russia... In the dis- « W
(rict ¢f Kamyshin, on the Volga, for ex- ul
ample, this is practically. the only way 10
in which marriages aré brought about. in
The price of a pretty girl from a well- 0
e do-family ranges from $100 to $200, e
end in special cases a much higher sum o
i+ obtained. In the villages the lowest dj
price is about $25. ‘ c)
T
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THE SNOB. ¥

R fi

He is Ope of the Most Despicable of ! ‘}'
Beings, i

IMvery day we come across some speci- a
nen of the genus snob, and it is well It
t show him up here, for if we do not ‘ r
crm ourselves against his airs with a , S|
Sreasiplale of humor and a buckler of H
contempt, we plain, commeon-sense folk v
may at limes feel humbled by his as- ! py

sumed superiorily, : {

The snob, as Thackeray defined him,
is a man who maoanly admires mean
things—otherwise one who thinks no-
thing worth while unless it is reckoned
what he would term “the thing.”

The snob would let his. old mother
go hungry rather than do wilhout a
fashionable suil of clothes, and he is
fond of dragging into his conversation
particulars of any remote connection
he or his family may have had with )
same celebraled person., His uncle may
Twave been .a private in some line regi-
1ient, but the snob will speak in glow-
mg terms of the tales his relative heard
in the mess, and will try to make you,
{link the latler was the colonel of a
cavalry regiment at least.

The remotest association with Royalty,
delights the snob. Even to have wits
nessed the King in some State proces-
sion brings grist to his mill, for he will
1£]} you how his Majesty bowed to him|
in particular, and not to the general
crowd.

He will not even express an opinion
upon any question until he has ascer-
teined what is the fashionable view to,
- | take. He will give alms to a beggar,
only if he thinks he will be observed.’
1| The snob.  Leave him alone, poor
t| wrelch! Ile may gain . wisdom with
increasing years.
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