
THE WORLD OVER. M0(KITS OF INFORMATION.too well founded," I he girt relucantly 
od mi Mod.

“Han you toll me where, he is?" he 
asked again.

“You want Inin arrested?" she in
quired, up pre hcnsively.

“No, no!" lie cried, 
that unthinkingly. As a fact,, I don't 
cure where he is. It wins unkind of me 
to speak of the mutter at all 'to you. 
Believe «ne, I’m very sorry for you, and 
if you find yourself friendless and 
(none in Londoni don’t forget that you 
have always me and my .mother to 
come to. Now lot us talk of pleasanter 
things. I'm taking my sisters to the 
Hi. .1 urnes's to-night to see ‘John Glayde’s 
Ih nor.’ You’ll let us cull for you, eh?”

“I think not," she answered, slowly.
“But why?" he asked, surprisedly. 

“You have come before."
“Oh, we must never see each oilier 

again!" she exclaimed, painfully ngitail
ed. “I'm not what you think me, but 
a wretched, miserable girl with a 
shameful past."

“And you wouldn’t care to confide in 
me, Vera?" he asked, stepping quickly 
in front of her and catching her hands 
in his.

The girl was touched into submis
sion by tlie kindness of his words and 
actions. She knew few men beside her 
fa Hier, and she had never thought 'them 
capable of (ho deep tenderness with 
which Durham was Dealing her.

“It’s nil wry horrible, Dick," she be
gun, “but I wifint you lo know the 
truth.. I'm going away somewhere — 
anywhere—back to Germany, I fear it 
must l>e.
hear stories about my past, and 1 don't 
want you to think worse of me than 1 
really am.

“My another died when I was a baby. 
I have lmd no brottiers or .sisters « n 
ether friends lo hrigh'en my existence. 
M\ whole life has been spent with my 
father, wlio has no consideration for 
any person or thing except as of use 
in the service of Germany. Even me 
he regords in this light. 1 had never 
troubled myself about his calling, but 
1 had scarcely reached the age of sev
enteen when I was forced inlo u cruel

tent than fear had come into her life 
and destroyed his power over her. 
Other methods would now have to be 
employed, for the stern necessity of 
obtaining Durham's plans still remain-
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X The Secret of | 
the Guns.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
t About 'MostInteresting Nubs of Knowledge Which Tii-Bils of Information 

It Might be Well to Learn.
The firs, almanac was printed in A single ton of steel will make 10,-, 

Hungary in 1470. 000 gross of steel pens.
Nw.lx..viarid, in projvonlion to its size, The hide of a cow produces nbou 

has more hotels than any other coun- >15 pounds of leather, that of a horse
aboiut 18 pounds.

The first lightning-conductor was in- The growth of girls is greatest in their 
vented by an obscure Bohemian monk fifteenth year, of boys in their seven- 
in 1754. teen | h. 1

The average Sunday congregation al Although South America has a bo 
St. Paul's is 3,400. at Westminster \b- twice the arm of the United btaics, u 
lev 2 01)0 has only half I he population.

Fine-edged tools lo.se their temper if There are 44,000 teetotal soldiers »n 
ex-posed to the light of the sun for u con- the British Army, according to a sl< 
siderahle length of time. ™<nt made by Army-Surgeon hvatt.

The Japanese release pigeons Instead British India has tlie swiftest nv -
<-i smashing a bottle of wine on the the wogkJ. It is the Sutlej \\ no ,
stem of a ship which is being launched. 1W* miles, has a descent of > ■

Italy owns the world's I line largest Savings banks are established in 22» 
churches—St. Peter's, Borne; Tlie Duo- schools in Scotland. I heie a ( *'L 
n o, Milan; and St. Paul's at Borne. depositors, with £.),7.3 io 11 '

Deaths from accidents among seamen When the herring fishery s-.-. -
number fifty-three per 10,000, five times 3 its height, something like 5,000 or G - 
higher than in 'Mnng rous occupations-." miles of nets nie sel mg 1 y

When an o vs ter is a fortnight old it ?°a‘ , , . . ..
is not. much larger than the head of a „ biggest trout in English wate.s
Pin. At the end of four years’ growth Us season has been caplmed by Mr.
it is fit for the table. U; CurreJ1’ J,m- of Herirord- 11 ’SLdlCÜ

Bed gloss ihnstens vegetation, while ‘^ pounds J ounces. , n
blue glass suppresses it. Sensitive 1 |>o 'v^r,d sJ^,,ns ’71 ' Thprc
plants like the mimosa grow fifteen n*- 2,000,000 tons o . •
times higher under red glass than un- ,nuc*1 unt a t» '
...... |sec water.
“ The. biggest estate tn the United King- Doctors to Sweden never send bills 
den, is tlie lordship of Sutherland, the ><-' ^.r patients, 'lie an.o of ilu , 
mopcrly of the Duke of Sutherland. The ««nuneralion being left entirely to the
estate is no less than 730,200 acres. prosily of I he alter

A French statistician estimates that All over the world there are ÆM* 
abouil 550.000 motor-cars have been »u!es of railway lines now open Am- 
manufactured in the nine years since W will. .Is vast territory has 28a-
tho experiments of self-propelled road ' 4
vehicles first succeeded. , w in i.u.i.sjimics

In Urtij-.il. ot tho hmml «I -m mv ,. ‘uv S ne^Bcrt VmaTy Tit'?
teJ ^»«. 11» «otoMS o.xlohd wiil.oSÏ „ break lo about' 13.»»

scarlet. 1 he comn, the hcar.se, tlie uap- T, zs nnn mo« UVery ”r p“ïrslov‘ryTÆ
Th(‘P1 nrgc«Vorc 11ards in'the world are bhS^J.®c}.re^ ''''Lhïntog tEn* oUuJs

al Werdo.; near Berlin Thus the oak and the elm are often
extend w thout a break to «bon13,0b) destroyed; but the ash is
acres. Fhey yield some 48,M ,000 lbs. and the beech, it is said,
of apples and peers every year. J ’

An enormous mass *of water is used 
for suppressing fires in Ixmdon. 
year it amounted to 20,000,000 gallons, 
or, expressed in weight, 120,405 tons.
Of this huge quantity about one-sixth 
was taken from rivers and cantals, and 
the rest from the street mains.

A curious insect has arrived from 
Brazil at the South Kensington Muse- 

II is a beetle. At ils head a red

Everything.
Those English sparrows haven't a 

friend in the world, though they man- 
age to thrive amazingly while human 
beings revile them. Starlings import
ed from England are increasing rapid
ly in Vhe East, to the sorrow of the in
habitants. But sometimes tho wish is 
expressed that wo might have an inva
sion of such splendid songsters as the 
pkylark. We would welcome all but 
the undesirable foreigners.

There is, however, an article in The 
Saturday Review of London on "Eng
lish Birds in New Zealand” which rais
es a doubt whether there are any for
eign birds out of the undesirable class. 
Once they had a plague of caterpillars 
in that country of up-to-dato politics, 
the native birds were unequal to the 
emergency, and suggestions 'that impor
tations should be made from the mother 
country were received with wild ac
claim. The English sparrows got in by 
a fluke, but there was a warm welcome 
for the hedge sparrow, the song thrush, 
the greenfinch, the chaffinch, the gold
finch, the redpoll, tho yellow- hammer, 
the sterling, the skylark and other 
b'irds. Tlie caterpillars, sweet memor
ies, the home Bcntimeni all combined 
to make Ihe importing scheme a popu
lar one. but the reaction has been some
thing terrible. For out in New Zealand 
the worm-eating birds have acquired a 
taste for grain and fruit, and the farm
ers are filled with rage and despair. 
That “blithe spirit,” the skylark, is 
ranked as a feathered pest. The black
bird, which John Burroughs describes 
as “our robin cut in ebony," brought 
exorbitant prices at first, but after >t 
l ad developed on awful appetite for ber
ries,- apples and pears it was regarded 
as an “ugly, sooty intruder and a 
greedy nuisance." Another home favo
rite, the song thrush, is now “placed 
fairly high on the list of mistakes," and, 
although there are some reservations 
on account of the starlings the one cer
tain exception, I lie one bird that has 
jiol worn his welcome out, is the hedge 
sparrow.

RAM
cd.

“I asked youWith lit Mo loss of time he evolved a 
new scheme, then paid a visit to the 
East-end to enlist an accomplice for its 
execution. His calling had made him 
familiar with the evil elements in most 
of the European capitals, so that detail 
was soon dealt with, 
week after his quarrel with Vera, be 
and his recruit accomplished their ob
ject.
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In less than a
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Th<“So you are in love with him?" said 

Ccnrad von Garde, looking curiously at 
lus pretty daughter.

A wave of color swept over the girl's 
face, but she made no reply.

“This is an exceedingly forlunalc cir
cumstance," continued her fattier. “It 
tenders what I want you to do much 
easier of achievement, 
yeans of hard work, this Captain Dur
ham, who is the cleverest man in Ihe 
British Artillery, lins perfected an hi-, 
vest ion which will double the efficiency 
of their guns and give the projectiles 
ten appalling power, 
revolutionize naval and military war
fare. I must know what it is. and this 
love affair of yours will greatly assist 

:mc in attaining that end."
“I don’t see how,” said the girl, speak

in l with some diffidence.
“I'll explain," resumed Von Garde. 

“Though Captain Durham carries on his 
experiments at Ihe laboratory of the 
Woolwich Arsenal, I have discovered, 
by a Utile judicious bribery, that lie 
keeps his plans at home in Bayswater. 
Now, perhaps, you see? His mother 
1-a.s invited you there, and I want you 
lo learn in what part of the house is 
rooms are situated, and the position 
therein of a certain safe. That’s not 
difficult, is il?" lie asked, with a smile. 
“Also you ni us I obtain a wax impres
sion of some keys, which he always 
wears on a steel chain. You can eas- 
iy do that during some of Ihe petty 
fooling nvariably indulged in by lov
ers."

Oid mi 
it is 
Moo:

Between twelve and one on Ihe first 
favorable night tliey crept stealthily 
inl ) the front garden of Durham’s place 
in Bay*wilt» r. Von Garde’s companion 
promptly set to work on the window 
with suspicious dexterity, n a f* w sec
onds he slid it noiselessly up, closing 
it again when they hud both swung 
into the room.

“.Stop that, you young fool!" com
manded tlie German, as the burglar 
flashed an electric torch round the 
place. “You’re not on an expedition 
of your own—you’re working for me. 
Como on. The room wo want is on 
the first Ikior, at the end of the pas
sage."

Silently os shadows tlie two men 
mounted the stairs, traversed the pas
sage, and readied a closed door. It 
\yas unlocked, so provided no bar lo 
îfieir progress. Entering Ihe room bo- 
Aond they guardedly swept Ihe white 
'glare oi tlie torch round it. Sett in the 
wall on one side was a small safe. 
They crossed over to it; for a short 
while the young man eyed it critical
ly, then laughed softly.

“Well?" questioned Non Garde.
“A play game,” murmured the other.
Producing pits and brace he set to 

with a will, working vigorously for 
what seemed an hour io his compan
ion, but what in reality could not have 
been anything like that time. Then 
he tried tlie door. The lock shot back
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smoothly and Ihe safe was open.

“Keep your eye on tlie door," com
manded the German.

Tho burglar did as requested, stand
ing before it ncvolvi r in hand.

Turning again to.Ihe safe, Von Garde 
threw the light into its secret, depths 
and saw a pile of official-looking en
velopes tied with pink tape. Ho drew 
it out and undid it, running his eyes 
quickly over the various superscrip
tions. His heart sank as he neared the 
bottom of the pile, but at last le ca.ee 
upon a bulky covering bearing the 
words: “Plans of New Improved Quick- 
Firing Gun. Approved by Hie Govern
ment Experts."

The envelope was unsealed and he 
drew out its contents. Unversed us he 
was in such matters, one glance was 
enough lo inform him that the plans 
were drawings of pants—mainly breech
blocks—of big guns. He could hardly 
suppress a cry of exultation as he re
stored them to their covering and put 
them into his pocket.

Continuing his search, luck un
ci re Lamed of favored him. lie discovered 
another envelope, marked — “Rough 
Plan of Improved High-Power Projec
tile for Shattering Armor-Plate,” This 
also he appropriated, then once more 
re sumed his investigations.

live—honestly anti 'Ihe vemtitiling documents, however, 
we shall have no- i appeared to be chiefly of a personal ua- 

Why should we dc- | lure, so he -threw them back into the
safe, closed the door, and in Unrated to 
his confederate his readiness to depart.

In descending the stairs Von Garde 
missed one of the steps, and slipped 
down several before he could regain his 
footing.

“Fool!" hissed the burglar.
“Halloa! Halloa! Who's there?" cried

my
Tha“No. no- I can’t do it!" cried the girl, 

turning away with a crimson face.
"You mustl" exclaimed Yon Garde,

Binding towards her threateningly.
“Never!" was the answer, given in a 

low determined voice.
“Do you think my object in getting 

introduced to this particular family was 
the furl liera nee of your sentimental fan
cies?" tier father savagely demanded.
“Those plans have always been my ul
timate aim. Germany will be at the 
mercy of Great Britain if we cannot get 
possession of this wonderful invention.
.You’ve got to do as I tell you, my girl,
Do make up your mind to it, and let 
us have done with these heroics.”

Suddenly the girl ^turned round to 
him. There was an appalling look in 
her tearful blue eyes, and the troubled 
expression of tho beautiful, childish 
■face must have touched into softness 
Die less hard-hearted than Von Garde.

“Once for all, dad, I can’t do it. You 
promised me that we had done with 
this loathesotne life of spying and thiev
ing. Is my happiness nothing lo you, 
that you ask me to sacrifice it-in help
ing lo .steal these hateful plans? Is :t 
that I have been too happy in Ihe past?" 
she asked, with a hard, pitiful laugh. 
l“Oh, dad, let us leave all that horrid

in sucr^^lWy that 
tiling to conceal.
grade ourselves to serve the ends of

Feodless no longer is the Klondike, those dreadful War Ministers?"
,, , ,, ,, r“You’re talking nom sense," was theJtotclkeepi'13 there sa> that they n v rough roply> «.To sm,e (hc Fatherland
have used celery equal to Hie celery niust eVer be our first consideration. ’
.grown in the Yukon territory. Some “But I love England better Ilian Ger-

tons of vegetables and 400 tons « f many," expostulated the girl.
7 /lr, “All, vour mother would never help
hn\ weie grown 11 '■ • ’ ' me in my schemes. She was English, a man’s voice,
fpitc tli-e brevity of the summer sea- you inUst; you are German, and 
s< n. The vegetables include potatoes, \ou have -‘such an opportunity now. 
cabbage, turnips, carrots, beets, celery, You, a little helpless girl, can do more
etc There is good coal for business tor the Fatherland than an army or a 

h navy, but are foolish enough to refuse
purposes, timber, coal, copper, and other pK>caus^ you love an English captain.
^minerals, and quantities of fish and Say no more; you must help me to get

'the plans."
The girl shook her head resolutely.
“What! You won’t?" thundered Von 

Garde, grasping her wrist viciously.
“How could I face him’, knowing I shouted:— 

hah stolen his life's work and placed
it in tlie hands of his country’s one- you scoundrel! 1 know you-”
■trues? How could I ever face him Fortunately for Ihe thieves Ihe police 
again?" were not al hand, so their flight was

“I don't wish you to steal; I only want unhindered, 
you to help me." Feeling that. the. Dover-Gala is route

“The guilt is the same." would be unsafe, Yen Garde mode his
“Suppose 1 lell him the story of your escape to the Continent \ia Harwich 

past; do you think you’ll be able to and Hie Hook of Holland. As 'the train 
face him then?" sneered Von Garde. tore him rapidly towards Berlin, lie 

The cowardly blow reached the girl’s admitted to himself that it would le 
heart. Her cheeks and lips went white; years before he dare set. fool in Eng- 
but she held her ground. land again. Yet this troubled him but

“At least, that would have to be told liltle, for the next instant he was thirik- 
whe never—if ever he sjioke to me of in g of the pride he would experience

“It will in'tils Chief's congratulations when he 
nim tlie plans, which were ‘ f 

such enormous importance.
Again he had served the Fatherland, 

and beyond that nothing mattered — 
nothing.

a li
acquaintance with it.

“He took me on a visit to a friend 
of bis, an in veil lor named Bhmthell, 
a mem ns old as himself. I felt quite 
indifferent towards our host till no 
made love <to me, then I disliked him.
Ifi- whole manner chilled me, and the 
only things he cared about were his 
inventions and boar-hunting.

“When 1 spoke to my father of the 
distasteful attentions being paid me, no 
said that Blunihcll had invented a new 
kind of armor-plate, and hud promised 
to reveal Hie secret to Hie War Ollicc 
mi the day I became liis wife. I pro- 
tasted that that could never be, for I 
did tnot and could not love him. My 
father laughed, and said that lie should 
certainly compel me to marry him, 
unless 1 could obtain Hie secret by sonne 
ctlu-r’means.

“Feeling -that death was a preferable 
alternative. I went out into the woods carrier pigeon.-, 
with some wild idea of killing my seif, The smallest motor is
Lu! 1 lacked l lie requisite courage.
Every lung was so beautiful, and I \V.as 
young and wanted to live.

“In the end I resolved to steal thru 
papers relating to the discovery, if pos
sible. My father, who di 1 not care hok- 
thoy were obtained, provided me wifli 
keys, and one day. when lie and o(ir 

\ host were out hunting, I succeeded hi 
my wicked project. Though I was- thus 
relieved of Hie obligation of marrying 
Biunthell 1 -was aim-eel as miserable us 
before, for I knew lie thought much of 
his invention, and dreaded the effect ils 
lus would have upon him.

“Strangely enough, however, he met 
with an accident during the hunt and 
was brought home dying, but he lived 

The next moment there was a quick p0 punish me for my crime in a man-
rush of naked feet. The Genman and <r.er I liltle expected, lie sent for me
\ is companion raced across the hull. jUSt before lie died and, giving me a 
and tied barely gained -the shelter <fj ]<ev, Buid:' ‘That is for you, little Era li
the room through which they had brok- ! |,pn. It will open the safe containing 
en in when the sound of revoIyer shots the great secret of the unnor-platc. 1 
startled them. give it to you.’

Quick though they were in mtekirig " “My fallier placed all the details of 
their escajie, an upstairs window was : (/■,-. invention in the hands of his chiefs 
llirown open as they reached the street, ! ai!(j wc came to England. I determined 
and Ihe man they had heard before, then never again to take any part in

Ids schemes, and 1 have not. 1 think
“Police! Police! All right, Yon Garde, that’s all. Now you know me for what

I am, Dick, you'll see lliut it will Le 
better for us to part.”

“But I know all this before," said 
Durham, calmly.

The girl looked up at him with sfl a ri
led eyes.

“I was informed of M by an English 
sac ret service agent, who knows you 
and your father quite well. I fell in 
love with you at our first meeting, and 
when I heard your story 1 pitied you, 
too. 1 made up my 
would some day tell me of your past— 
knowing that when you did so you 
would love me as I -wanted to be loved, 
and ,that then 1 would ask you to be
come my wife.
that I love you very much. Will you 
k> my wife?"

“Oil. Dick, tire you quite sure you 
want me?” she asked, with quivering 

“Wouldn't it be belter for our

men
of 1 
■alu- 
UUl

never.
The Vatican was thoroughly cleaned 

lately, and a quantity of repainting 
dene. The work employed 5,700 people 
f< r six months. Merely in cleaning 
wallpapers 1,000 loaves of bread were 
used daily.

At Stenton, Prcstonkirk, England, is; 
a wonderful hen—a first cross between! 
a black Minorca and a buff Orpington.
This hen has just/laid an egg weighing;
(> ounces, aiuMneasuring 0 inches by! |
8 inches circumference,

In Java women and young girls doj 
all the work of porters, carrying heavy, - 
loads on their heads with great skill.]
As soon as a Javanese girl can walk 
she is tan glut the art of cûrryihg things 
in that way.

Amputating a horse’s leg at Ihe let-; 
lock joint, Professor Udriski,:df tho vet-, 
erinary school at Bucharest, has re
placed -the lost portion with a leather 
artificial* leg that c fiables the ànimal 
to walk’"abouf nnd take exercise.

The largest quill too ill pick factory in 
the world is near Paris, where there is 
an annual product'of 200,000,000 quills.
The factory was started to make quill 
pens, but when these went oui of gen-, 
vial use it was converted into a t/xïth- 
pick mill.

While tlie average man is satisfied 
with a maximum of thirty-two teeth, a 
Turk, near Bafburt, in Asia Minor, 
boasts of forty-five, dll perfect, lie uc- 
hVngs to a well-toothed family, his, mo __ L 
flier and a sjster each having tincome ~f; ” 
number.

In..Hie Philippines Ihe use oDJobaccc 
is universal. The native child begins J 
to smoke as soon as- it is able to talk.
In Hie northern provinces» especially Hi 
is no uncommon sight |p see a child 
of five or six putting vigorously , at a 
big cigar. *" *•

Thé Mastership of the Horse! is tha 
most coveted -office, in the King's * 
Household. Tlie salary is £2,500- a 
year, and there are some valuable, priv
ileges and perquisites, including the 
use. of the Royal ho r.ses and carriages,- 
with tlie attendance of the servants be
longing lo Hie same.

g01. Ion is the present holder of the office.
~ The British House of Commons and Wives are still obtained by purchase 
laical representative assemblies are not p, some parts of Russia.
Hm only places where word-spinning trjCt of Kamyshin, on the Volga, for ex- > 
has developed into a fine art. In a re- ample, Hits is practically the only way 
C( nt session of the United States Con- in which marriages’a ré brought about, 
m-oss"40 030,000 words were uttered in The price of a pretty girl from a well- 
flic seven months. The official record p, do family ranges from $100 to $200, 
contains frequent instances of sixty col- (;TUi ,n special cases a much higher sum 
miras of speeches for a six hours’ sit- p- obtained. In Hie villages the lowest 
finer, fin average of 165 words a minute, price is about $25.
The’ Senate devoted seventy days to a 
debate on the Railway Bate Bill.
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ruby lamp, and eleven green, lights 
glow forth from each side of the lit tie 
creature. These peculiarities have earn
ed it Hie name of the “Railway Beetle. ’ 

As Hie. result, of experiments, it has 
been found that (the greyhound is the 
fas lest of all four-footed animals. When 
going at full gallop it can cover twenty 
v a rds a second, or -about a mile in a 
•minute and iwentyjught - seconds—a 
si>eed I hat cornes very near that of a
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But it should be noted that the new 
plague has driven away the old, that 
the country is no longer devastated Ly 
caterpillars. And possibly the unhap
py farmer who becomes pessimistic al 
tho sight of o pecked pear is not wholly 
ju.-t to Ihe birds, for it is certain that 
l,o has made no inventory of lheir in
ject foajd which 'might tell of the good 
they do. Whether we should try to fol
ia.w New Zealand’s example is another 
question, but Ihe leading singers in
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made by
tina German mechanic. It is worked by a 

battery deposited in his coal-pocket, and 
lie uses the ‘motor as a scarf-pin. It

«lu*- •-Y (
thais working nil the lime, simply to show 

that it is un actual working motor. It 
is curious lo see the little wheels re
volving as the machine rests on the

What is claimed lo be the largest 
single leather belt in tlie world has been 
made in Chicago for a saw-mill plant, 
li wuTŸnndc from pure oak bark tan
ned leather; is 81 Indies in width. Ihree- 

in thickness, and weiglrs just 2.300 
The belt is ill fuel long; it

r.-osh;
(J

lilt}England’s choir would -add- www 
vyorth having to our bird music.
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kiok tlie centres of the hides of 22.% 

lo make it, and each piA'e of- 
tliu leather wav separately stretched 
before being placed in the belt.

Ap ingenious device has been in
vented by an employee of the street 
railway in an American city and .is be
ing tès ted. 
stands on the lower step a buzzer 
sounds in the mdtorman’s compartment 
and warns him nut to start the car un
lit .the signal ceases, which it does Ihe 
instant the passenger "teaches the plat
form or the ground. Contact points 
placed in the step which are brought 
together by the weight of the passen-
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The Earl of Set-'MARVELS OF SAFE BUILDING. ■ti<
ItBurglars and Earthquakes Defied by a 

a New York Safe.
What is known as the Chemical Bank 

building in New York can now boast of 
a safe which not only defies the mod
ern cracksman, but also earthquakes 
and lires. A succession of dynamite ex
plosions might conceivably shatter the 
safe and disclose its inner recesses and 
ihe securities entrusted to them, but it 
is difficult to forecast any imaginable 
circumstances even in red revolution 
under which such a result would be 
attempted.

Nile safe is n marvel of construction 
in iron and sloel work, and ihe vault in 
which it is deposited goes down to a 
depth of 40 feet, 
walls are of masonry and concrete, and 
in the vault itself the safe rests on a 
number of concrete piers, 
passage runs round three sides, and 
hv an ingenious arrangement of mirrors 
the watchman passing along the gang
way in front can see every part of tlie 
hack - and sIda's, us well as the open 
niches under the safe, 
weighs 300 tons, ’mere are five layers 
or steel. The outer door has a weight 
of 6 tons, is 16 feet high, 20 feet wide, 
and 20 feet long, and the inner door is 
t.f proportionate dimensions.

Another peculiar protective device is 
an arrangement of steam pipes along 
Ihe passages, from which, in case of a 
riot and an attack upon the bank, jets 
cl hot steam could play upon the safe, 
ecaiding the assailants. The safe is the 
outcome of fifty years’ experience of 
enfe building.

An equally remarkable device for im
mediately announcing the presence of 
an interloper and enterprising burglar, 
is Ihe tell-tale disguised tinfoil curtain, 
with which electric wires are connected 
from the janitor’s apartments in the 
upper part of the building. 
iq,on the wall of the safe will set the bell 
ringing, and promptly bring officials 
upon the scene.
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mind that you aV4love,” she brokenly retorted, 
be hard—very hard; but it will have to hano 
be told.”

“And you think he’d still care for 
you?”

“Wouldn’t he?” she anxiously asked.
Von Garde laughed harshly, sarcasti

cally.
“You have been inlroducoxl to him 

and liis family under false pretences,” 
he said. “They’d despise you, did they 
lut know the truth. At present your 
love affair is going on very well. Help 
nn; get these plans and hold your 
tongue, then Durham need never know 
you as other than pretty Vera Yon 
Garde. If you refuse, then I tell all 
and you lose all. No self-respecting 
Englishman would think of making the 
real Vera his wife; there’s no surer 
way of driving him from you than un
veiling your past.”

“1 shall never become his wife till he 
But, apart from that, I’m

THE SNOB.RENT DEAD KING’S HOUSE. tiLu
You must know, dear, •vlie is One of the Most Despicable ofPalace of Great Historic Memories May 

Now be Leased.
dBeings.

Every day wc come across some speci
men of the gi nus snob, and it is well 
to show him up here, for if we do not 
arm ourselves against- his airs with u 
'breastplate of humor and a buckler of 
contempt, we plain, common-sense folk 
may at times feel humbled by his as- 
isumcd superiority.

The snob, as Thackeray defined him, 
is a man who meanly admires mean 
lhi.ng.5—-otherwise one who thinks no- 
lliing worth while unless il is reckoned 
what lie would term “the thing.”

The snob would let his old mother 
go hungry rather than do vvilhout a 
fashionable suit of clothes, and he is 
fond of dragging into his conversation 
particulars of any remote connection 
he or his family may have had with 
some celebrated person. His uncle may 
have been a private in some line regi
ment, but the snob will speak in glow
ing terms of the tales his relative heard 
in the mess, and will try to make you, 
think the latter was the colonel of a 
cavalry regiment at least.

The remotest association with Royalty, 
delights the snob. Even to have wit-! 
nessed the King in some State proces
sion brings grist to liis mill, for he wilt, 
toll you how his Majesty bowed to him; 
in particular, arid not to Ihe general 
crowd.

He will not even express nn opinion 
upon any question until he has ascer
tained what is the fashionable view to 
(take. He will give alms to a beggar, 
only if he thinks he will bo observed.

Leave him alone, poor 
lie may gain wisdom with

c:
The foundation and a:A rare opportunity of leasing an 

English royal palace is now offered to 
any one whose ambition tends that way. 
“The old Palace" of Richmond, which 
has come into the market, was former
ly part of the royal palace at Sheen, 

the home of Anglo-Saxon mon-

c
lips.
paths to part here?”

"That's tor you to decide, sweetheart,’ 
.said Durham, drawing the girl into liis 
arms. “Does your happiness lie in a 
lonely path?”

“I.t lies in your keeping, dear,” she 
confessed, almost imaudibly.

“And mine in yours,” he replied.
She raised her head at his words, 

and saw in her tearful eyes a wondering 
Then he Lent down and

ri
A narrow 111. si

tiVera von Garde know little of real 
happiness till the love of Captain Dur
ham wove its golden threads Into her 
drab days; its coming lent life an ad
ded beauty. It enabled her to turn her 
back on ihe past and face the future 
full of high resolutions. She knew that 
1er father was still scheming against 
Durham, and when she found him ab
sent one morning, arid his lied unslept 
in she knew that the struggle had 
reached a crisis.

The circumstance greatly grieved her. 
but before she could decide on any 
course of action Durham himself ap
peared.

“Is your falher in?” lie asked, after 
Hu usual greeting.

“No,” she re plied.
“IX) you know where He is?"
“1 don’t," she answered, looking any

where rather Ilian into the keen, hon- 
Oft blue eyes above her. “Do you wish 
io see him about anything—-particular?" 
Then, throwing off all disguise, she said, 
“Dick, please tell -me what has hap- 
pened?”

“Well," Durham hesitalingly remark
ed, “I suppose that will be I ho better 

I’ve lost some plans—they 
were stolen last night. You must ex
cuse me for .toying .so, Vera, but I su
spect your father of being in collusion 
with Ihe thieves. i.f no I actually one of 
them. 1 hope I am wrong—perhaps 
you can tell me."

“I'm afraid your suspicions arc only

v
gonce

archs, and has a history almost as in
teresting as the Tower of London.

Edward HI. died there in 1377. Af
ter his death the palace was pillaged 
by the servants. Richard II., with Geof
frey Chaucer as Clerk of Works, added 
gvcatlv to Vhe building, and Edward 
IV. settled it on Queen Elizabeth. \t 
the end of the year 1497 it was burned 
down.
Henry VII. died there in 1509, leaving 
it is said, treasure of the value of $9,- 
0(0,000 bidden in vaults, which have 
not yet been discovered.

Tlie last royal person to reside in the 
palace was Queen Charlotte, to whom 
a loose was granted in 1817. The pa
lace faces Richmond Green. It con
tains five reception rooms, ten bedrooms 
and two bathrooms, with stables and 
coach houses.

ft

The sole itself ii
v
c
t,love-light.

pressed on the soft red lips Ihe first 
passion-kiss they htul ever known.

“Will the theft of your plans mean 
a very great loss to you?” Vena concer
ned lv asked, after a while.

“No. They're no good to anybody, ’ 
ta id Durham, with a smile,, “l was ad
vised by the man who told me your 
history to leave any drawings at the ar
senal, and I did so. What has been 
stolen were plans of discarded gluts and 
projectiles; but they were in envelopes 
bearing high-sounding inscriptions. 
’I hey would easily deceive a novice, 
but "the thief will have a disagreeable 
surprise when ho puts them in the 
hands of an expert*

“I’m glad for your sake, she an
swered. “And perhaps it will be a les
son to him.”

“Let us hope so,” he sincerely con- 
cluda d.—Ixmdon Til Bits.

8
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It was rebuilt in 1501, and 4 I fc!knows it.

determined not to go back to the old 
I am tired and ashamed of it. 

How utterly degrading it was 1 never 
realized till I fell in love with Captain 
Durham.
piteously, “think of me a little—I. want 
to be happy. And we might be happy 

and I—were we but honest and

Ïfife
«
i

Dad, dad!” she burst out, e
1
.1
4—you 

true."
“Mv only happiness lies in serving my 

country," replied Von Garde.
"Punish me if you will," 

girl, her voice unsteadied by a dec]) 
emotion. “I’ll never move a finger to 
betray the plans of the mon I love!”

t
1

Pressure Jsaid the <

Neighbor—“Did you break this win
dow, Charlie?” Charlie—"Well, 1 help- 
fid." Neighbor—“Helped? How helped?" 
Charlie—“It was a.ball that broke it— 
I ml I threw the ball.”

"Bui this is so sudden. You had bel
ter give me a week to think it over." 
“Very well, dear. And perhaps it woulc 
lx* as well if I thought it over myself at 
the same time 1"

i

ll
Jcourse.

* 4I
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II.ADAMIC.
Ac’am, envied most of mon—

And envied mostly for this thing; 
H<> wore no coat on which the hairs 

Of other maids were apt to cling.

Teacher: “What is the difference be
tween lightning and electricity ?" 
Bright Pupil : “Lightning is free, and 
electricity oosls money."

1Conrad von Garde was furious at his 
failure to browbeat his daughter into 
compliance with his wishes; he realiz
ed, however, that something more po-

Tho snob, 
wvelch! 
increasing years.
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