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n closet and brought out bottle and 
glasses.

"I must have something to steady my 
nerves, Ralph,” he said. “This days 
bad luck has upset me completely. 
Curse all the blundering fates that have 
conspired to create this snarl in our 
plana Oh, Its too bad, too bad, when 
all was going forward so nicely. Here, 
Ralph, take a glass. You need It”

Ralph did not decline the invitation. 
He felt the want of a stimulant.

Settling back in his chair, Anthony 
Baybrook put his hand to his head and 
knotted his brow in deep thought.

Ralph waited awhile, and then spoke: 
j “You said you had a suggestion?" 
1 “Yes,” was the reply. - "I have been 
comparing probabilities in my mind. 
This la a deep riddle. Ralph There is 
more in it than 1 like to think. That 
strange old man tn Rolff House—who 
can It be? The ghost of Magnus Rolff? 
That’s too weak—too silly. Who then? 
Why not old Magnus Rolff himself. Ho 
never died that anybody knows He 
simply disappeared. That la the only 
explanation I can think of to meet thia 
mystery. It seems incredible, too; but 
what else are we to think? Where could 
he have been all these years? Is it he 
that has been creating all these strange 
doings at Rolff House? What can his 
object be? The whole subject grows 
more complicated and strange as one 
thinks of it. I am puzzled beyond ex- 
pression; but many little things occur 
to me that seem to fit this theory. If It 
is not Magnus Rolff. then the strange 
old man we met must be a madman or 
a thief. But It la—it must be him. He 
may be mad. also—an eccentric, at least 
—or why this strange reappearance?"

"Supposing all this is true, what 
then?" Inquired Ralph, eagerly.

"Aye, what then?" answered the law­
yer. "Who knows? It will depend on 
circumstances to which we can obtain 
no clue. Of course, no one would be­
lieve in his identity, if should show 
himself and endeavor to establish it. 
But he might be able to prove it legal­
ly. Still, the property has passed out 
of his hands—in a legal point of view, 
he is as a dead man to us. But that is 
what makes the whole matter the more 
inexplicable. I am not worried yet as 
to our legal safety and standing as re­
gards the property; but rather at the 
strangeness of this whole matter, and 
the check it gives to our plans because 
of possible developments against which 
we can make no calculation. We will 
have to wait awhile and watch events. 
Our present plans with regard to Rolff 
House are completely blocked. One 
thing, Claude is safely out of our way. 
He can hardly find a way to get back 
now, when nothing but ships of war 
and privateers can keep the sea; and. 
besides, I doubt if he would come if he 
had the chance while his money lasts. 
Perhaps this bugaboo of an old fellow 
at Rolff House will disappear as 
strangely as he came. All we can do is 
to wait and hope for the best.”

There came a knock at the door.
Ralph stepped to it, and opened it. 

There entered a young man, in sailor’s 
garb, and with a countenance as pale as 
one from the tomb.

" Ralph staggered back in consterna-
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Thus delivering himself, Anthony 

Baybrook drew himself up with an air 
that would certainly have been crush- 
ing to any simple-minded believer in 
ghosts had he been present.

Ralph nodded his concurrence in the 
sentiment expressed; and thus they mu­
tually encouraged each other for the ex­
pedition on hand..

Dinner-hour arrive and the, meal 
was dispatched, although neither could 
enjoy it with his usual appetite, spite 
of an apparent effort to appear uncon­
cerned and cheerful. But each made 
up for want of appetite by indulging 
rather freely in the after-dinner pota­
tions. until their spirits were thorough­
ly fortified, and they felt almost cou­
rageous enough to meet a veritable 
ghost.

After securing their arms and lan­
terns. they set out for the old house. 
On arriving, they found the door lock­
ed. the workmen having been there, 
taken away their tools, and closed the 
house They consulted together a few 
moments in whispers. Then they got 
their arms ready, lighted ‘the lanterne, 
and Anthony Saybrook applied the key, 
opened the door, and the two adventur­
ous investigators stepped Into the old 
ball.

For a moment all was dark and 
gloomy, and they peered cautiously and 
suspiciously about. Not a sound was 
to be heard The feeble light of the 
lanterns scarcely sufficed to dispel the 
shadows that hung about the dusky; 
old hall The long perspective faded 

|Into darkness; the doors leading off to 
i adjoining rooms seemed to glower 
I blackly at them; the tall climbing stair- 
i case, with its heavy balustrades, show­

ed spectral and ghostlike; in short, 
|there was an air of gloomy mysterious- 
;ness about the dusky surroundings that 
j greeted the two adventurous investi- 
|gators of the mystery that had so long 

been the subject of legend and unques­
tioned faith.

"Ugh! Ralph," said the elder Say­
brook, "this old, gloomy hall strikes a 
chill to my veins. I don’t wonder that 
people get ghost-frightened on coming 
in here. It is high time the -old house 
was put in order, and the light and air 
allowed to enter and banish this ghost­
ly gloom. One’s voice sounds.unearthly 
In here. Ah. here la where the masons 
have been at work. Pity they couldn't 
have kept at it. A coat of good white 

1 over this old brown wall' would have 
lightened this gloomy aspect and af- 
forded us a more cheerful reception. 
Now, which way shall we turn—up­
stairs or down? I suppose the proper 
place to investigate Is down In the base- 
ment and cellars; but, before doing so, 
suppose we take a turn about up here 
and view our future domicile.

Acting on this suggestion, they pre- 
seeded up me stairs, and, passing from 
room to room, chatted cheerfully on the 
subject of the peculiarities of the room» 
and the improvements that could be 
made in them. But th-re was little to 
attract them long in the bare, unfur­
nished floors, and they proceeded down 
Biairs again and wandered through the 
rooms leading off from the old hall. 
Here there was much to Interest them 
in the quaint and massive furniture, 
the once rich but faded decorations, and 
the many evidences of former grandeur 
end taste surrounding them. Ere long 
they found themselves In the room that 

;had been occupied by the late mistress 
of Rolff House, and In which she had 
died. While examining this room, the 
keen glance of Anthony Saybrook de­
tected a small door that was set In the 
dark wainscoting, and which appeared 
as if It might be a closet. Opening It 
casually, he was surprised to discover 
a staircase, which evidently led down 
to the basement.

"Ah, Ralph," he said, ’'here is a dis- 
eovery. This seems to be a secret stair- 
case, and perhaps It is just the clue we 
want. It leads down stairs, and, as we 
are about ready to go below, suppose 
we see where this will take us to."

By this time, the two men had recov­
ered from any feelings of nervousness 
felt on first entering the house. The 
dead silence reigning everywhere had 
convinced them that there was nobody 
tn the house, and the trip up stairs had 
been taken by the shrewd but not over- 
courageous lawyer to give ample time to 
any individual, if he were secreted in 
the house, to get out of the way. But 
they had ceased to have any expecta-: 
tions of meeting anybody, and the dis. 
covery of the secret stairway had sim­
ply awakened curiosity.[

Nevertheless, before entering it, they 
trimmed their lanterns, and looked 
again to their arma Anthony Saybrook 
then proceeded ahead, carefully holding 
his lantern so as to throw its beams 
forward as he slowly picked his way, 
down the narrow stairs.

Arriving at the bottom, they found 
that the stairs led into a long, narrow, 
dark hallway. They stopped and peer­
ed carefully ahead, and the quick eye of 
Anthony Saybrook discerned what 
seemed to him the faint, struggling 
gleam of a ray of light piercing the 
darkness from the key-hole of some 
door.

He stopped, and whispered to Ralph 
his suspicion. They closed the slides 
of their lanterns, leaving the hallway 
in darkness; and then the surmise of 
the lawyer became a reality. There was 
certainly a door-way ahead, and rays of 
light gleamed from within.

“It may be sunlight," whispered the 
lawyer, "which finds Its Way in through 
some chink or window. We must ex­
amine Into It. Ralph. Keep close up to 
me, and have your pistols ready."

Thus prepared, they proceeded cau­
tiously forward toward the door. The 
lawyer placed his hand on the latch, 
lifted it, and pushed the door open be­
fore him. A eight was presented that 
caused the two intruders to start back 
in consternation.

The door opened into a large room. 
The bare stone-walls were unplastered; 
the beams overhead were unlathed, and 
hung with cobwebs. The floor was of 
rough boards; and no window admitted 
a single ray of sunlight. At a tall, old- 
fashioned secretary in one corner of the 
room there sat the figure of a tall man, 
clothed in a dark robe that entirely 
covered his figure. Two candles burned 
on the secretary, and from these pro­
ceeded the rays of light that bad shown 
through che door. The desk of the see-
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rotary was covered with papers.

The door bad scarcely ceased creak- 
Ing on its rusty hinges, and a single 
glanoe shown this picture to the'twp as­
tonished gazers, when the figure at the 
secretary arose. It was the sudden 
spectacle of his strange appearance that 
caused the intruders to start back in 
horror.

The figure was that of a tall, very 
venerable man. He was shrouded from 
shoulders to feet in a long black robe. 
A small, close-fitting black cap was up­
on bis head, from underneath which es­
caped snowy white locks. His face was 
smooth-shaven, and large, piercing 
eyes looked out from underneath 
shaggy white eyebrows. The expres­
sion of his countenance was dignified 
and majestic as he gazed sternly at the 
intruders.

For a moment, the two men stood 
huddled together in the narrow hallway, 
in the full light issuing through the 
door. Sudden surprise had deprived 
them of all power to act in so unexpect­
ed an emergency. They could only gaze 
as if petrified at the majestic and ap­
parently unearthly figure before them.

Raising an arm, and pointing a long, 
skinny finger at them, the strange per. 
sonage spoke;

“Who are you +1 intrude uninvited 
on my sacred privacy? Begone, ere it 
prove the worse for you."

Anthony Saybrook strove to speak, 
but no words came from his chattering 
teeth. The gloomy, strange surround­
ings, and the sudden aspect of this 
strange figure, had deprived him sud­
denly of all courage whatever. He felt 
frozen with fear, as if in the presence 
of a spirit from the nether world.

Again the figure warned them away 
with a majestic and almost threatening 
gesture.

Neither of the men could resist the in. 
clination to flee. They hurried through 
the hall and up the stairs, nor did they 
pause till, pale and panting, they were 
a half-a-dozen rods from the house.

"Merciful powers, Ralph," exclaimed 
'Anthony Saybrook, "what can thia 
mean?" 4

"Don’t ask me," replied Ralph.
"It’s a mystery beyond my fathom- 

Ing," said the lawyer.
"I expected to be annihilated on the 

spot," exclaimed Ralph.
"I, too," responded the father. "It’s 

a most incomprehensible mystery. What
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"Yes, it is I," replied the young man. 
•T am glad you recognize me. I hardly 
thought any one would know me. I 
presume my visit is unexpected."

As the young man thus spoke, ho 
turned his eyes on Anthony Saybrook. 
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shall we do?"

"Go home," responded Ralph.
"And Rolff House?"
"Leave It to the devil and old Rolff’s 

ghost," replied Ralph; "I’ve had enough
The Poor Hindoo.

The poor, benighted Hindoo, 
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And for pants he makes his skindo.

of it."
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get home.
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did woman spring from F. 
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“Why, a mouse.’

I must have time to collect my 
thoughts."

"I need light,” said Ralph. "The 
whole thing Is an impenetrable mystery 
to me. If that was rot old Rolff’s ghost, 
who was it?"

"Ah, there’s the point, Ralph. It was 
ho ghost. I’d rather it were. There’s 
work for our wits - >w, and all that we 
will want Let ur to home."

They made all haste to reach their 
domicile..

No sooner did they eater the house 
than Anthony Baybrook proceeded to
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