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Germany at last has reached the
tarning point where her fighting
force is being depleted much more
1apidly than it ean be supplied with
new men, and military observers be-
lhieve her entire reserves, which can-
not possibly exceed 700,000, will be
completely exhausted within a very
few months, Reduced to figures,
Germany is losing 100,000 men a
month in killed, incapacitated by
wounds from further servicer and
prisoners of 1,200,000 a year. Some

ks 7k authorities place the number at
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Germany’s population in 1910 was
64,925,993; in 1900 it was 56,367,-
178, showing an increase of 8,658,-
815 in the ten years. This does not
include a population of about 15,-
000,000 in the German colonies in
Africa and Asia, which were immedi-
ately cut oif on the beginning of the
war from being of any use to the
mother country from the viewpoint
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Lieut.-Col. Cutcliffe and Officers of the 125th Battalion.Machine Gun Section, 125th Battalion, under command o f Lieut. Shepherd.
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lation for the ten years mentioned
was about 860,000. There is a slight
excess of male births—1,160 boys to
every 1,000 girls. This would give
an average increase of 443,000 males
to 417,000 females. An estimated
yearly addition of 400,000 men to
the army out of 443.000 born is cer-
tainly a very liberal allowance.
Yearly Net Loss 800,00.

Regarding losses the German offi-
cial lists of casualties since the war
began up to June 1 give 734,412
dead, 1,851,652 wounded and 338,-
522 prisoners and missing, a total of
2,924,586 for the twenty-two months
—about 133,000 a month or 1,600,-
000 a year.

This yearly gross loss is four times
as much as the annual addition to
the army by the most liberal esti-
mate. Assuming that forty per cent.
of the wounded return to the ranks,
this would reduce the net loss to
1,200,000 a year, against an annual
recruitment of 400,000. Xves if all
the wounded should return, the dead,
missing and prisoners (600,000) out-
number the new recruits half as
much again.

It should also be remembered that

Canadian Laurentides these figures of 1,200,000 loss a-
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treme figures in favor of Germany.
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“B” Co., 125th Battalion, under Ma.or James.
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ment issued last month, asserted that
is was assured of only 30,000 re-
cruits a month as long as the war
lasted. which makes 360,000 a year,
of 40,000 fewer than the number a-
bove allotted.
Total Strength of 4,247,000
Concerning the strength of thel.
Cerman army, the Paris Liberte esti-
mates the total at 4,247,000 of which
ti ere are 180 divisions of 20,000 men
cach on both fronts and 647,000 left
as reserves. Swiss reports say that
the German reserves have diminished
this year by 500,000 and that 200,-
000 recruits have been added, mak-
ing a net decrease of 300,000 men.
All the German Treserves, according
to the Agenzia.Libera, cannot exceed
700,000 men, whereas there were
miore than a million at the end of
1915. Contrary to her hopes aroused
by the Balkan drive, Germany can
expect no help from Bulgaria or Tur-
key. On the contrary, she has been
1 X d ° o 'cbliged to keep mel:;. %n Turkey, in
2 £ y Bulgaria and in Austria.
4 V(ar'tISIIlg Verdun is eating into Germany’s
strength at a more rapid rate than -
5 SR any other event since the war began. e
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_“D” Co., 125th Battalion, under Major Jordan.
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best informed critics of the war, esti-
mates that the Germans up to Jun2
1 used about 8Q),000 men at Ver-
dun and puts their losses at 350,000.
The Paris Petit Journal describes
Verdun as not a battle, but 2 surgical
b:ood letting on a grand scale, and
says that when the fiow begins to
glacken another vein is opened.
Rapid Exhaustion

British estimates place the German
losses at Verdun for four months at
415,000 men; that 65,000 more men
than Col. Feyler’s estimate of 350000
up to June 1. These estimates are
based upon captured documents,
statements of prisoners and other
sources. At the same time the
French losses from the same source
were placed at 165,000 men in killed
and wounded.
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