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within the limits of the Frovince. On some
oceasions hie had even gone ahead of the Ad-
ministration for the time being., In 1857 a re-
solution was moved in the house for the con-
struction of the Pictou Railway. On that oc-
casion he had warmly advecated that scheme,
being then as now in opposition. The Govern-
ment of the day, acting under the belief of
what they considered most judicious under ex-
isting circumstances, refused to accept the re-
solution; and, after the calm consideration
which a few years had enabled him to give to
the subject, he had no hesitation in acknowled-
ging that he thought they discharged their duty
to the country on that occasion.

‘When last yexr an attempt to repeal the In-
tercolonial Railway act was made by the go-
vernment hie had not hesitated to express in
the most ewphatic terms his views in favor of
communpication between the Provinees, and his
preference of that great scheme to even the
Pictou railway which was at the last session
under discussion. He would refer to his lan-
guage on that occasion to show how warm
he had expressed himself on the suhject.

“ It appears,” e had then said, “according
to the opinions of the present government of
this province that the terms agreed to were too
burdensome for Nova Scotia. The Canadian
ministry have also taken the ground .that the
burthen imposed upon them is too great. With
these opinions prevailing at the Nova Scotia
end and at the Canadian end!.in isobvious that
even if the act remained in force, the prospect
of an intercolonial line is adjourned to an in-
definite period in the future, . Therefore I feel
that we can approach the subject of a Pictou
railway ina very different spirit from what
we could have done if there were any hopes
from the legislature in reference to the interco-
lonial schewe. ' 1 have no hesitation in "sayin
that in dealing with this important queéstion
would not be doing justice tomiyselfit I did
unequivocally state what policy I would pur-
sue if the intercolonial project were feasible.
I consider the branch to Pictow is of sectionul in-
terest compared with the formeér scheme. It
would be a priceless boon to Nova Scotia, jut-
ting out as she does 500 miles on the path to
Enrope, if we could have consummated an un-
dertaking which ‘must. have made her the
whatf on, which the traflic of two continents
would concentrate,” L )

_And again, " I must fully confess in  conclu-
sion that it has been. with nolittle hesitation that
I hawe given up so desirable a project as the Inter-
colonial railway scheme.. 1 have always looked
at'it'as the precursor of thei union which has
so long been the hope of every intelligent man
‘who wishes to see the arena of politics in this
province enlarged and ennobled. I fear very
much that the action of the governmient on the
present cccasion has done very much to post-
pone the great intercelonial question. . I fear
‘we are’giving away the chances of ever effect-
ing that great work, but on the gentlemen op-
posite rests the entire responsibility.”. .. =
. It would be seen, therefore, that while he
did not hesitate to express the most unqualified
preference for .the construction 'of ‘the  Inter-
colodial Road, Lie had: not ‘attémpted-to . dis-
guise from himself or the house that the netes-
-gary, effect of embarking in that scheme ‘'was in
his opinion to postpone to an' indefinite period
‘the’construction 'of the Intercolonial Railway

.on.any scheme which was ‘then open'ta'us, or
could -be opened to our unassisted resources.
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But not only was he interested in this rait-
way as a public man, and from Provincial con-
siderations, but be was a representative of n
county through which that road rust pass.—
Again, hewas interested in a valuable mineral
property in that county, which would be exceed-
ingly benefited by the completion of thisg en-
terprize, provided the route selected should be
the one indicated in the proposais of the com-

any and on the table of the house, Therefore
it would be seen that not only liis interests asa
publicman and as a representative of the
county, bus also his personal and private inte-
rests wore at stake in this matter. Thercfore,
if he did not give his agsent to the present reso-
lution, it could not be said that he was "acting
from personal or selfishr motives, He thought,
too, he could appeal to the house to bear their
testimony, that during this and last session he
had not exhibited any spirit tswards the Go-
vernment that would subject hiw to the frapu-
tation of factious oppesition to any mecasure,
but had a right to be considered as acting from
a desire to discharge ‘what he belisved to be
his duty to the people of this country.

Heregretted that he had not all the docu-
ments at hand which would enable him to
give that full information in respect {o the
state of our finances which he was desirous of
giving. At the last session of the l.ouse a re-
solution was adopted, by which it way deter-
mined that the financial year should end on
the 30th September instead of on the 31st Decr.,
s0 it was impossible to getthe means of conipa-
rison between 1863 and 1863, A large portion
of the liabilities which were chargabls on the
year did not fall due till its end, He had, at
an early period of the ression, asked for the re-
quisite information; but the Financial Secreta-~
ry had not'yet been able to hand Liui the docu-
ments which were necessary to make the ac-
curate comparison he wished; no doubt, in the
hurry of the session it was dificult for the ofii-
cials to give all the information desirable—
However, looking at the accounts as laid on
the table, he found that on the 30th September,
1864, the balance in the hands of the Receiver-
General was 822515622 large amount, no one
will deny, to be in the treaswry. The posses-
sion of this'balance was nothing, if at the time
it was.in the treasury we owed the amount, or
a larger amount than these monies would ena-
ble us to pay. o . o

Now it appeared by the statement sabmit-
ted.that at the very  time when this sum ap-
peared to our credit we owed $276,000 for va-
rious services, s with;this sum to pay, and
only $225,156 on hand 'to pay it 'with, we could
not be considered as having necessarily alarge
amount at our disposal.” We had, it was true,
in the shape of assets coming in, a considera-

.ble additional sum, but as far as-he could. ga-

ther from the accounts there appe:ued to have
been borrowed from the Savings’ Bank $42,000,
and froir Tregsury 'hotes $10,000, makidg
$82,000, which had goune to swell the receipts,

.and which, though actaally borrowed. money,

had been treated by the Government as-so

much revenue, and added to the balince at

their disposal. = -:0 e v T
He had been desirous of ascertaining our fi-

“nancial condition’ on- the 3lst Dec. last and

therefore had asked for the amount of the re-

venne till that date. ' He: anticipated that there

must be a fulling oft.” "It was impossible to con-
template the condition of things in the United



