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within the limits of the Province. On some
occasions ho had even gone ah.ead of the Ad-
ministration for the timo being. In 1857 a re-
solution was mioved in the bouse for the con-
struction of te Pictou Railway. On that oc-
casion lie had warmly advocated tiat scliene,
being then as now m opposition. The Govern-
ment of the day, acting under the belief of
what they consideredl mnost judicious under ex-
isting circunistances, rofiused to accept the re-
solution; and, afer the calm considieration
which a few years.had enabled him to give to
the subject, lie had no hesitation in acknowled-
ging thatlie thought they discharged their duty
to the country on that occasion.

When last year an attempt to repeal the In-
tercolonial tailway act was inade by the go-
vernment he had not heeitatcd to express in
tie maost empbatic terns his views in favor of
communication between ithe Provinces, and his
)reference of that great scheme to even the

Pictou railway which was at the last session
under discussiou. He would refer to his lau-
guage on that occasion Co show howV warm
lie bad expressed himself on the subject.

"1It appear,'" ha had then said, "according
to the opinions of the present goveruinent of
this province that the terts agreed to were too
burdensone for Nova Scotia. The Canadian
xinistry have also taken the ground thia¢ the
burthen imposed upon themo is too great. Witih
these opinions prevailing at the Nova Scotia
end and at the Cianadian end, it is obvious that
even if the act remained in force, the prospect
of an intercolonial line is adjourind to an in-
definite period in Lthe future. Therefore I feel
that we eau approacli the subject of a Pictou
railway in a very difl'erent .spirit froi what
we could have done if there were any hopes
freoin the legislature in reference to theinterco-
lonial schecue. I h ave no hesitation in saying
that iu deialing with this important question I
would not be doing justice to myself if 1 did
uneqnivocally state .what policy I wouldi pur-
sue if the intercolonial project were feasible.
I consider the eranch toteicto a is of sectional i-
terest conipared with the forminr scheme. It
would be a priceless boon to Nova Scotia, jut-
ting out as site docs 500 miles on the pathi to
Europe, if we could bave consuimmated an un-
dertaking whichi must have made lier the
wharf on which the traffic of two continents
would concentrate."

'Ad again, I must fully confess in conclu-
siorn that it has been with no little hesitation that
j hotve giver up so desirable a project as the.nter-
colonial railway schene. I have aiways looked
at it'as the precursor of thet union which has
so long been the hope of every intelligent man
who wisies tosee the arena of polities in tihis
province enlarged and enuobled. I fear very
much tithat the action of ithe goveruiment on ithe
presënt occasioiibas done very much to post-
pone the great intercolonial question. i fear
we are givlng away the chances.of ever effeet-
ing that great work, but on the entlemen op-
posite rests the entire responsibility."

It would be seen, therefore, that wbile "ho
did unot hesitate to express ithe most unqualified

ieferenco for the construction nf te Inter-
coloRial Road, lie bhao n

t
attemptetd to dis-

guise from himself or the house iut ite actes-
ary effect of einbarking liaCihat schteme a ùin
ais opinion to postpone to an indefinite peid
te construction of ithe Intéreolonial 1tailwqsy

on any scheme which was then open ta us, or
could ho opened to our unassisted resources.

But not only was he interested ln tiis rail-
way as a public man, and from Provincial cou-
siderations, but he was a representativo of a
connty through which thtat road musC pass.-
Again, lhewas interested in a valuable minera)
property in that county, which would ho exceed-
ingiy benefitd by te cotmpletion 0f titis ent-
terprize, proviied te route selectei should be
te ono idicated in the proposais of te cent-
any ad on te table of tle Louse. Therefore
t would be seen tiat not only lits itterests as a

public man and as a representative of ti
county, but also li personali ani private inte-
rests.gere at stake in this imatter. Therefore,
if he did not give his assent to the present reso-
iutiorit could not be said that lie was 'acting
front personal or selfiai motives. He thoughît,
too, lie couild appeal tio the house to bear thoir
testimony, that during this and ast session Le
liad not exhibited any spirit t hards te Go-
vernnet that vould subjeCt hiito tthe ilmpu-
tation of factious opposition to any measure,
but had a riglit to be considered as acting from
a desire to discharge wiat ho believedl to be
bis duty to the people of tthis country.

Hle regretted Citat lie iad not al the docu-
ments at hand which would enable himto
give that full information in respect lo the
state of our finances whicl iLe was desirous of
giving. At the last session of the Louse a re-
solution was audopte, by whihiit was deter-
minted that the financial year shoiuld end. on
the 30th September instead of on the 31st Decr.,
so it was impossible togettiemeaniis if coupa-
rison between 1864 and 1865. A large portion
of Lthe liabilities wlich nere chargable on ithe
year did not fall lue till its end. lie liai at
an early period of the session, asced for the re-
qtisite information; but the Financial Secreta-
ry bad not yet been able to hand himtCe docu-
ments whicht were necessary to make the ac -
curate comparison lie wishel; no doubt, in the
hurry of the session it was iulIt lor te o1f -
cials te give all the infornation desirale.-
However, looking at the accouits as laid on
the table, iefounl thait on Cite 30th September,
1864, the balance in the hands of the Rteceiver-
Goneral.was $225,Ii56*a largo amoutnt, tic oe
will dey, to be in the treasury. The posses-
sion of this'balance was nothing, if aut the Ctime
it wasCin the treasury we owed Ithe -niount, or
a larger amount than these monies would ena-
ble us to pay.

Now It appeared by the statoment subinit-
ted hat at the very Ctie wien this sont ap-
peared to our credit we owed $276,000 for va-
rious services, se with this suin to pay, and
only $225,156 on haudto pay it with,; we could
not be considered as having necessnly a large
amount at our disposal. We iad, it was true,
in the shape of assets coming it, a considera-
ble additional sum, but as far as hLe could ga-
ther f roin the accounts there appeared to bave
leen borrowed front the Savins Bank $42,000,
and froin Treasury notes $0000, makirg
$82,000, wlieh bad gone tO swell the receipts,
And which, though actually horrowed money,
bad been treated b'y the Govermaent as so
much revenue, and added to the balauce at
thoir disposaL

le had been desirous of ascertaining Our fi-
aneal condition on te 1lst Dec. last and

therefere bhd'asked for the amount of the ré-
venue till that dàte. lie;antictipated that there
mnust eh a falling ofi I was impossible Ce con-
template thse condition of inigs lunte lnite~d
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