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"COUNCIL CHAMBER, 2d MARei; 1814.
rh1îe conmiittec of conference are instructed to state to the ommittee

ofconference on the part of the Flouse of Assembly, that the Council are
sincerely dcsirous to agrec with the House of Assembly in such amend-
ments of the I ilitia Law as would fully redeem the pledges of the two
Houses to His flonor the President, at the opening of the Session, which
were to adopt such amienidments as vould render the Lav iore efficient
for the essential pirposes of defence, for which important object His Ho-
for lias since, by Messages of the 31st January to both Hlouses, deemed
it his dluty to èxpress his opinion, that a provision for an annuail training
ofthe several Battalions of Militia during six days at least, is indispensa-
bly necessary.
"4That the Council anxious to attain this object, but at the same tine
awarce that it must unavoidably impose a hcavy and unequal burthen on
those who aire enrolled in the Militia, have proposed to the Assembly to

C make provision for lightening this burthen, at least so far as to furnish the
Iilitia with provisions while thus called out to be prepared for actual
service, in case of necessity, for the gencral defence. 'Thispi'oposal how-
ever, was not on-ly rejected by the flouse of Assènbly but was considered
as an infringeinent of their peculiar privileges; in such an imputation
the Council coul not acquiesce consistently *rvith their duty to guard

gaintst any innovations in the constitution of this ColonialLegislature.,
Yet, anxions to avoid at this tine ail partiéular discussions of that nature
they nierely disclained the imputation, in the hope-of finding the Huse
of Asscrmbly alike disposed to abstain firom questions of privilege at a
luincture like the present, and endeavor as far as the circunstances of the
Province would admit to ncet the wishes of [lis Honor the 'Presicent,
Clhich can only be promptcd by a sincere ambition to contribute every
th-iing in his power to the safety and welfare of the Colony corniitted to
his Adminlistration.
"After several fruitless conferences on this subject, the Council have,.asý
a icasure of conciliation proposed that, as the two Hlouses havîe not been
able to agree on any amnendrnents of the existing Law, the further discus-
sion of that subject be for the present defierred, and that the Act of 1813,
becontinued to the end of the next Session of the General Assembly. This
rneasure though it vas actually adopted on Friday last by the flouse, and

" was ordered to be on their part proposed to the Council foir their concur-
rence, is now on being proposecl on the part of the Council, rejected by

9 the Flouse of Assernbly, and a Bill sent up with provisions to which the
Cou-ancil cannot agree, since it is in their opinion mnuchIless effcient for the
essential purposes of defence than the Act of 1813, for the amend ment
of which the Council still are anxious, but are fearful it cannot be obtain-
ed at present.
& It is stated, on the part of the H-ouse of Assembly, tlat by simply con-

"e tinaing the Act of' 1813, miany material benefits vould be lost to the
" country, particularly the imposition ofa fine upon aliens, and the recove-
"ry offifnes'before the Captains, the latter of which is stated to have been

adopted by the House of Assembly, at the strong recomnendation of the
Counîcil. To this staternent the cornmittee on the part of the Council is

" instru.cted to answer that their recommeicndation was to provide for the
C ecovery of fines not before a Captain, to which they have-serious objèôti-
" ons, but before aboarI' of officers.. But if the -ouse of:Assembly-contj-
"nue to be of opinion that the proposed fineupon aliens,'and the recovery

of fines before a Captain, would be an amendmnent to the Act of 1813?the
"Council


