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PORCUPINE.,

History is being made rapidly in the Porcupine dis-
trict. Despite bad trails and the utter absence of decent
mail service, telephone or telegraph communication, the
camp is abundantly vigorous. Owners and prospectors
are too busy and too enthusiastic to give more than cas-
ual expression to the many grievances that in less
strenuous circumstances would be magnified into first-
class sores. This is well.

In a previous issue we printed an article on the Por-
cupine trail, written by Mr. Reginald E. Hore. Already
that article is in need of revision, for the Government
road, in part bad, in part worse, and in part passable,
has been pushed through from Hill’s Landing to Golden
City. This, along with the establishment of a recorder’s
office and the careful geological mapping of the region,
embraces practically all the attention paid to Porcu-
pine by the Ontario Government. We shall revert later
to the question of the Government’s duty to the new
mining district. Meanwhile let us glance hurriedly at
the present condition of the camp.

Porcupine has had a singularly auspicious early his-
tory. Large corporations have shown an unequivocal

_desire to get a strong footing, and several have suc-

ceeded. On one property in particular, intelligent and
systematic work has been done to determine the char-
acter and extent of one section of the ore bodies. Al-
though this work has extended over several months,
and although much is now known as to the satisfactory
nature of the ore, yet every day adds a little to that
knowledge. In other words, every step taken is
planned to bear definitely upon the past and the future.
At another mine, one that has received a great deal of
publicity, work is being conducted vigorously but most
unsystematically. Whilst it is now known that the ore
bodies here are large, the operators are still very much
in the dark as to the distribution of the precious metal.
Consequently the tendency to accept insufficient evidence
of richness still persists.

On the hundred and one newer properties the chief
work done consists in stripping and trenching. On
numerous claims only assessment work has been com-
pleted. After looking over a few of the typical claims,
the observer is amazed at the extraordinarily wide dis-
semination of gold. Sometimes that gold is visible to
the naked eye. Sometimes close inspection will not re-
veal the tiny yellow specks until the more experienced
Porcupiner has pointed them out. The total impression
remaining is one of confused conviction that the chances
are well worth taking.

There is no lack, of course, of absolutely worthless
ground. There never is. But in Porcupine there is
abundance and to spare of territory that can be de-




