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Children’s Corner

TRANSPLANTED PRAIRIE FLOW-
ERS

Dear Cousin Dorothy:—1I hope I am
not writing too often; if I am, please
tell me.

We have young chickens out, and are
expecting some more soon. A gopher
got in the barn and ate the food we put
down for the hen. We have such a
dear little colt; it is about two weeks’
old. It will come to the door and
neigh, when we go out it looks for sugar.
My sister and I have two tame crows.
They are only young ones, but they are
as tame as can be. They will call to us
every time we pass them. We have no
cultivated flowers except some mignon-
ette and nasturtiums, so we have to get
wild flowers. We transplanted some
big red Tiger Lilies from the prairie,
also some pink and white daisies. I
found a bird’s nest not far from the
house with five young ones in it. I
went home and got bread crumbs which
I crumbled up in front of the nest. The
next time I went they had eaten it all,
so I fed them every day till the young
ones flew away.

Hoping you and all the cousins are
well, I remain,

Your little reader,

Sask. (a) NoraH T. F. CoCKRANE.

Victoria,
Alberni,

and

Vancouver,
B. C.

Our business is to make in-
vestments for absent clients.
We place this money in Real
Estate, Investment Compan-
ies, Industries, or Coal Mines,
just as they desire, or on
Mortgage on Business Prop-
erty at

7°% & 879

We secure Farms and
Homes for intending settlers.
Write, telling us just what
you want.

Herbert Cuthbert
& CO.

Financial Agents

616 Fort St., Victoria, B.C.

ESTABLISHED 1902

The company is prepared to lease
for hay and grazing purposes all re-
served ~ quarter or half sections. For
particulars apply the Land Department
Hudson’s Bay Company, Winnipeg.

OLD AUNT MARY'S.

Wasn’t it pleasant, oh brother mine,
In  those old days of the lost sun-
shine
Of youth—when the
chores were through
And tthe Sunday wood in the kitchen
00.
And we
vou,”
Out to Old Aunt Mary’s ?

Saturday’s

o

went visiting, me and

It all comes back clear to-day !

Though I am bald as you are grey—

Out by the barn lot and down the
lane,

We patter along in the dust again,

As light as the tip of the drops of
rain,

Out to Old Aunt Mary’s.

We cross the pasture, and through
the wood,

Where the old grey snag of the pop-
lar stood,

Where the hammering ‘‘ red-heads
hopped awry,

And the buzzard ‘‘ raised’ in the
clearing sky

And lolled and circled as he went by,

Out to Old Aunt Mary’s.

”

And then in the dust of the road
again,
And the teams we met and the coun-
trymen ;
And the long highway, with sun-
shine spread
As thick as butter on country bread,
Our cares behind, our hearts ahead,
Out to Old Aunt Mary’s.
Why, I see her now in the open door,
Where the little gourds grow by the
sides and o’er
The clapboard roof !
ah me !
Wasn’t it good for a boy to see—
And wasn’t it good for a boy to be
Out to Old Aunt Mary'’s.

And her face—

The jelly, the jam and the marma-
lade

And the cherry and quince preserves
she made !

With cinnamon in ’em, and all things
rare— .

And the more we ate was the more
to spare,

Out to Old Aunt Mary'’s.

And the old springhouse in the cool,
gréen gloom

Of the willow trees—and the cooler
room

Where the swinging shelves and the
crocks were kept—

Where the cream in a golden languor
slept.

Where the waters gurgled and laughed
and wept—

Out to Old Aunt Mary’s.

And oh, my brother, so far away,
This is to tell you she waits to-day
To welcome us—Aunt Mary fell
Asleep this morning, whispering—
¢ TPell
The boys to come ? ’ And all is well,
Out to Old Aunt Mary’s.
- James Whatcomd Riley.

*® * *

Speak gently to the octopus,
And beat him when he sneezes;
He only does 1t to annoy,
And "cause he knows 1t teases.
—Lewis Carroll.

* ” ®

The reason the Gourlay Piano 1is
not so susceptible to weather changes
as other makes of instruments, 1s
owing to the adoption of the non-
varvine endwood pin block or wrest-
plank system, this improvement be-
ine based on the well-known fact
that wood cannot swell or shrink
lenethwise of its grain. The Gourlay
Piano is so constructed that it will

cars, and will retain 1ts

last for \
tone quality however hard the service
1

mayv be required.

11

| Time 1s the most. valuable,
thing a man can spend

An
ELGIN

WATCKH

will keep an acanrate

account

of your time,
expenditure.s

Every El%in Watchis fully guaranteed.

All jewelers have Elgin Watches.

An interesting, illustrated booklet

about watches, sent free on request to

ELCIN NATIONAL WATCH CO.,
Eigin, Il

DON’T SHOOT

Don't shoot! Consider this one fact,

The lack of manhood in the act;

How could a creature of your size

Take aim at any bird that flies?

We are so helpless, and so small!

The very tiniest boy is tall

Compared with us. Put down your gun

And seek some manlier kind of fun.

Don’t shoot! Out there in tree and
glade,

In pretty nests that we have made,

Our hungry little birdlings wait.

Ah, think of their unhappy fate

If we came not at set of sun!

Put down your gun, put down your gun.

Don’t shoot! But leave us free of wing
To build, and nest, and soar and sing.
We ask so little, just to live—

And for that privilege we give

Our souls in song, till life 1s done,

Put down your gun, put down your gun.

Don’t shoot! LEarth has enough of joy,
Of space, and food, for bird and boy;
Enough for both of light and sun,

Put down your gun, put down your gun.

Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

A BOY’'S LAMENT.

I don’t like grown folks very much ;
'Pears like they don’t like me ;

In nearly ev’rything I do
Some fault they're sure to see.

If I'm playin’ in my play-room,
As quiet as can be,

They think I’'m up to mischief an’
Come runnin’ up to see.

An’ if I run an laugh an’ shout
They send me off to bed,

'Cause it almost drives ’em crazy,
An’ nearly splits their head.

I get all tired out an’ cross
Atryin’ to be good,

An’ hate to hear of children who
Do just the things they should.

I’ve got er dandy sled, er course,
An’ heaps er other toys,

But don’t have no fun using ’em
Like all the other boys.

'Cause ma’'s so feared that I'll get

cold, p

I don’t get out till spring,

An’ then the snow’s all mushy like—
An’ marbles is the thing.

In summertime it’s ’bout as bad
The things I want to do

Are mostly al’ays just the ones
She doesn’t want me to.

Yer see, iy ma, she never was
A little boyv like me,

An’ so, er course, she doesn’t know
What a boy ’ud like to be.

An’ pa, he ain’t no use at all—
He dassn’t say a word—

“ Whatever mother says must go ™’
Is all I’ve ever heard.

It’s dretful queer how he's forgot
"Bout things boys like to do!

But p’rhaps when I'm so awiul old,
I'll have forgotten, too.

An’ so, I think, I'd ruther die
A little bov like me,
Than live to be as horrid acs

The grown folks have to be.

SLOAN - DUPLOYAN
Shorthand by Mall
In 12 Easy Lessons

The most wonderful invention of the age.
12 gold medals awarded. Write for our
Free Booklet.

Gibbons Business College, Ltd
SASEATOON, SASK.

Sl

WINNIPEG, MAN.
For full particulars get our new Catalogue “H'’

F. A. WOOD WM. HAWKINS
Principals

HAPPY THOUGHT.

A lady writing from Ireland says :—" |
went to see my sister's baby, who was very
ill indeed. She had been up for nights
with him without undressing ; he was cry-
ing all the time as with some internal pain.
The doctor told her he could do nothing
except put him in a warm bath, which gave
him a little ease for the time being.

“1 thought of STEEDMAN'S
SOOTHING POWDERS which 1
used for my own children; and next day
I sent some to my sister, when she gave
the child half a wder according to
directions.  For tﬁ: first time for a
fortnight she and the baby, and, in fact, all

| the household, had a good night’s sleep,
and the little fellow has continued to
improve ever since.”

These powders do not contain poison,
nor are they a narcotic ; but they act
gently on the bowels, thus relieving
everish heat and preventing fits, con- P
vulsions, elc. t

Pleas= notice that the name
STEEDMAN is always
spelt with EE.
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by a man using
our machinery. & =
Somne earn more.
FULL LINE for
prospecting for
water, coal, min-
eral, oll, etc.
Any DEPTH, b
any DIAME-
TER. PUMPS
also. Free cata-
logue.

||| THE AMERICAN WELL WORKS

‘ AURORA, ILL., U. S. A,
‘ RRANCH OFFICES

Chicago, 111., Firat Natlonal Bank Bullding
New York, N. Y., 2-4 Brone 8t.
‘ San Francisco, Cal., 305 Market St.

New Orleans, La., J. H. Menge & Co.

R. B.Whitacre & Co., 205 Robert 5t., 8t.Paul, Minn.
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