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OUR ENGLISH LETTER.
WAANANANANAAA NINSNI N
THE NEW POPE.

Dear M. Eprror,—The vacancy at
the Vatican has been quickly filled. In
the midst of the solemn rites of the
intermeut of the deceased Pope (and
it was melancholy to observe the num-
ber of Requiem masses which were
deemed necessary for the repose of the
soul of the deceased Pontiff) the pre-
parations for the holding of the Con-
The
Cardinals from all parts hastened to
Rome, and ih very brief time they had
elected a new Pope. The Cardinal on
whom this high distinetion has been
conferred, bore the name of * Pecci,”
but as he bad the right of choosiug his
own title, he elected to be called

LEO XIII.

and bearing this name, be ascends the
Papal throne. Very favorable impres
sions are entertained of the new Pope,
and all that he bas done since his elec-
tion has been of a moderate and pacific
nature. He is reported to be an excel-
lent scholar, an arcetic and exemplary
priest, and not extreme in his views.
He is 68 years of age, and it is not at
a)l likely that bhis reign can be a pro-
tracted one. He has no personal
wrongs over which to brood, and it is
not probable that he will resent the loss
of temporal sovereignty as keenly as
Pius 1Xth, from whom it was wrested.
Yetitisdifficult to -infer what a new
Pope will be, for all his powers and
difficulties are untried, and in the case

+ of the late Pupe, the bright hopes of his

early deeds were obscured by the acts
of following veats. The party ot Ultra-
montanes are represented as already
dissatisfied at the moderation of the
Holy Father, and anxious for a declar-
ation of antipathy to the Kingdom of
Italy, German liberty and all other
forms of modern progress and ecclesi-
astical freedom, wherever it has assert-
ed 1tself. :
THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT

has been several weeks in session, but
We caunot yet report any great amount
of business. The lenythened del ates
upon the vote for six millions and the
various stages through which the Bill
had to pass in both Houses, has taken
uptomuch time, that little clse has beea
really accomplished. Tuere1s an i
mense pressure of work, and if Parlia-

- that, too, on a subject whith bhad Lecn

rapidly and freely spent, employment
is found for thousands of extra hands,
and a large number of very superior
war vessels will soon be ready for sea.
England will retain her undoubted su-
periority on the sea, and it is claimed
that in a very short time asland force
would take the field, which for num-
bers and efficiency would suiprise the
enemies of the land.

PEACEFUL PROSPECTS

are in the ascendant, and for the pre-
sent the dark and threatening war
clouds are lifted, and appear to be pass-
ing. The terms of peace have been
settled between Russia and the Porte,
and have bren duly signed. Tnis was
not done until the Russian head quar-
ters had been moved very much nearer
Constantinopleand alittle extra pressure
bad been put upon the prostrate Turk.
The terms of peace, as far as they are
known are not so terribly severe after
all, and even the most inveterate ene-
wies of Russia do not appear to bave
much cause of complaint. The wild
rumors which have been current were
createl for a sinister purpose, and. in
the hope of provoking immediate inter-
vention on behalf of Turkey. It now
appears that Russia never asked for
such unheard of concessions, and fabu-
lous sums :or indemaity. Very wuch
yet remains to be settled between the

Powers so rec-ntly engaged n fierce |

couflict, and their terms of peace must
yet undergo revision at the hands of
an European Congress. Months must
elapse before the final settlement, and
the Russian urm&c/s‘t‘:lll remain upon
Turkish territory until the whole
matter is determined.  Yet the imme-
diate danger of war between England
and Russia is over, and the Coungress
will take the difficult question in hand.
It is not yet determined when or where
the great diplowatic gathering will be
held, or who will be delegated to con-
duct the proceedings. It is a great
advantage that time is thus gained
that angry passions will yet cool and
that calmer couunsels will prevail, Pub-
lic opinion in England is widely diverg-
ed upon the great question of peace or
war, but at preseut the most beligerent
are willing to wait and all are hopeful
of a more peaceful solution than when
I last wrote. «B."
March 7, 1378.

- o g —————

A curious mistake is reported from
New Zealand. A circuit minister, dis-
coursing awhile ago upon the divinity
of oar Lord, quoted from the Presi-
dent’s work on tne suljeet describing
it briefly as “Pope on the Person of
Christ,” Some of his hearers were
greatly scandalised at such a degeuer-
acy from Protestant propriety and Me-
thodist orthodoxy as admitted of a Pope

being quoted in one of their own pul-|
| was filling their minds just now.

| pits as a theologicai authority, aud

ment could sit for an entire year there |

wouid be full employment for it at its
present rate of getting through its
business.
of the day have been discussed and re-
ceived a quictus for
probably for this Parliament, as its

this session, and | ‘ _ -
: | monstrate with the pastor on his pulpit

sorrowful |

| Romish doctrines.
| geveral murmurs were beard.
Some of the great questions |

duration cannot ¢xtend over two years |

from the present.

THE BURIALS’ QUESTION
was earnestly pressed 1 a very full
house, an1 was lost by a narrow major-
ity.

1
|

|

| the

so much impared by other conflicting

During the week |

read out, “ The Person of Christ: Dog-
matic, Scriptural, Historical. The
Fernley Lecture of 1871. By the Kev.
W. B. Pope, Theological Tutor, Dids-
bury College. London : Wesleyan Con-
ference office!” * Rev. W. B. Pope!”
“ Didsbury College!” “ Wesleyan Con-
ference-office!” The spectacles were
readjusted for a second perusal, but
with the same result. Confusion—a
few drops of perspiration breaking out
on a flushed face=a brief, bungled apo-
logy—the clutching of bat and stick—
and a hasty retreat from the pastor’s
study brought the interview to an ab-
rupt termination.— Recorder.

T e ——— ——

THE RELIGIONS OF THE RUS.
SIANS AND THE TURKS.

The Rev. Dr. Pope, President of the
Conference, speaking at the annual mis-
sionary meeting at Tiviot Dale Chapel
Stockport, last week, traced the history
of missionary enterprise. He proceed-
ed to say that the resolution which he
moved referred to the old mission sta-
tions and the opemngs which were affor-
ded for missionary euterprise, and it
might be well to 1emind them of the
different kinds of heathenism with
which they were called upon to deal.
There were: two kinds of heathemism.
Oue would have been represented by
Mr. Jenkins had he be.t-n there. That
was the beathenism which was to be
found in the East, aye, and in China.
There heathenism had Been refining it-
self, and becoming so ‘Jhilosophical as
to test to the u'most the skill of the
most cultivated and cultured mission-
aries they could train. This was spe-
cially the case in India, And this
high class heathenism could point back
to thousands of years, to Looks of great
learning and anti juity, to an existence
even when Abraham was alive, Then
there was the opposite heathenism,
that which was to be found awongst
the savages and lower grades of the hu-
man race—the heathenism which had
not been cultivated, represented on the
platform tbat night by Mr. Wilson,
whose services were not surpassed by
any living missionary. (Hear, hear.)
There was also a midway kind of hea-
thenism. Yes, there was a kind of
heathenism which was neither one nor
the other-of those to which he had re-
ferred, but a combinnation of both. That
was to be found amongst the Moham-
medans in Turkey, a country which
And
there was a hind of heathenism which
bad sprung out of Chbristianity, which

was to be found at St. Petersburg, if |

One of | anvone would make a critical examina- |
' of the words which are sometimes trans-

the senior brethren, bolder than the | tion of it. These classes of heathenism

rest, couceived it to be his duty to re-

delinquency.  Adopting a
yet a severe tone, he informed bim that
previous Sabbath was the first time

|

|

|
|
|
|
{
|

| in his lengthened experience as a Me- |
| thodist (voth in the old country and |

Great pressure had been brought |

to bear in opposition to the resolution |

for opening the graveyards of the ra-
tion. A petiton signed by
clergymen, and 30,000 laymen was pre-

sented 5 bu .t v eause of relicious | N .
fr e (,m.m] ot l'lllL"( llh | even Dickens quoted ;

¢2iom  galns creeptit , and every | . . )
pl i, e ' | ing as it was to be compelled to hear the

The |

year warks some fresh triumph.
f]i«':.‘l\' of the eause arenotia the least
discouraged. 1t is only a question of
time. The Government which is so
strong in many respeets, dare not at-
tewpt to force their measare and have
Do Intention of iutroducing it.
WARLIKE PREPARATIONS

are heard and seen
the whole of England. Recruiting
officers are busily at work, persuading
young men to join the army. -The
Pressure of bad times, is very much in
their favor, and they are successful in
obtaining a better class of men, than
they could hope for in more prosper-
ous times. Horses are being purchas-
ed in great numbers, and all the varied
Material of waris being prepared and
Collected in vast quantities. The
Money voted by Parliament is being

15,000 |

$
4
|
|

throughoeut | b1

the col
authority qudted ina Methodist pulpit;

be had sowetimes been ashamed and

lonies) that he had he.rd a Papal |

orieved to hear Shakcspere, Byron and |
grie

but that, shock

nawes of these authors brought 1nto a

Pope of Rome as a doctrinal
The pastor beld his toague while
rebuke was feing administered ;
g censor, construing his silence into

this
aud

1 indication of conscious guilt, waxed
and delivered his message of
y somewhat

at
warin,
faithful reproof in a ke
higher than the usual couv«:rfmtxonal
Then turning round to his book-
f books and serwmons
an oc¢tavo volume,

tone,
shelves, the man 0

quietly took down .
and opened it at the title page, politely

iuvited bis office bearer to read it aloud
who, bastily aijusting his spectacles,

authority. |

were now meeting in one of the most

| deadiv conflicts which bave taken place

in the bistory of the world. The Greek

there was more downright m serable
superstition to be found thban in any
part of Romanism. In Mobhammedan

jsm -there was a certain amouut of

trath, such, for instance, as the belief | i ‘
ing the unity of God, and the de- 1bave gore into eterpity, if 1t cou d be
g the A

{ chown that there is no eternal misery |

regard . e d¢
votion pnid to the name ct Jesus, for In

the Mohammedan veligion and litera-

. Fast : - Tnil - "ture » name of Jesus OL‘CU}'iCd a hf;:h
Methodist puipit, 1n his opiuion no- | ture the naw

|
thing could be worse than to quote the |

position.  But the most melincholy

Turkev alike, there 8h: uld be openings.
for the Gospel, and tha the old Mis-

Vs;ollary Society, to whica they belong-

ed, bad never entered these openings.
Methodism bad no wmission amongst
the Oriental Churches. It bad nota
single missionary in all those lands
which owed allcgience to Petersburg
peitber had Methodism a single agent
in all the broad lands owing their alle-
giance to Turkey. There was open-
ings in botb, apd yet they, as a chris-
tian people, bad never entered them.

| mo otber meaning.

| Sulvation is sbivered to atoms on this

B 4 | ' 1sd y s Qo
thing to him was that, in Russia and | rock. All the wisdom of the ages has
‘ y | failed, so far, to escape the obvious

The President then went on to speak
of a visit he had paid to Russia. In
St. Petersburg, he said, be saw open-
ings which had not then, and had not
even yet, been entered. There was a
most religious people, perhaps the most
extraordinary religious people, vn the
face of the earth. = During his visit he
went into the great Stock Exchange
probably the greatest for its size, in
the world, and as be looked round and
listened to the buzs of conversation he
could see that almost all the nations of
Europe were represented ; but the na-
tives, be observed, were distinguished
from the rest, for he noticed that as
they entered the Russians turned aside
bowed to their patron saint, and paid
their devotions before they commenced
business. There, then, was a people
with the most intenve religious feeling,
a people whose inmoet instinets were
bound up with their religion, so much
so that their country was called Holy
Russia; and yet there was the most
wide-spread superstition, and the most
gross errors in regard to Christianity.
In Russia, then, there were great open-
ings for Evangelical preachers of the
Gospel of Christ. And bad as 1t was
with the Russians, the Turks werejnot
much betier. A miserable religion in-
deed was theirs, consistent with the
most frightful enormities, but withal
there was a deep sense of the superna-
tural. There, too, again were openings,
for the spread of Chbristianity, and
their American friend bad taken advan-
tage of the field for mwissionary effort
that was there open, but they them-
selves had not vet done so. Let them
then, Dr. Pope urged in conclusiun, in-
crease their prayers and liberality, in

order that the openings which were of-
fered might be filled, and that Gods
kingdom might extend. But while he
asked them in all earnestness to send
the Gospel and light ot truth amnngst
the heathens, he bgsouvht them not to
dedicate to them a zeal, a devotion, and
ap anxiety which they did not bestow
upon themselves. Their first concern
should be the conversion of their own
souls; and being saved themselves it
was their duty to do tbeir utmost to
bring abont the time when Christ
should be proclaimed the Saviour of all.
(Cheers.)— Recorder.
S S —

IS THERE A HELL?

AN ENQUIRY AND AN ANSWER.
(Conclusion )

IV.—GEHENNA.

So fir we have found no hell of misery
for lost souls. Shall we find any ? Two

lated ¢ hell” have been shown to mean
the region of the dead, the abode of

| departed spirits. Carnot the remaining

Church, taking it altogether, was the | word be shown to bave the same mean-
’ & = |

most degraded form of Christianity. In |

scme parts of the Oriental Church ! . :
| eternal ballelujab of it could be shown

be so.

|

ing? Would Ged
Heaven and earth would join in one |

it might

that the remaining word Gehenna had
O, whbat unutter-
able joy would come to a thousand

homes, from which some unsaved ones

in Gehenna ! But this cannot he ghown.
The tair scheme of so-called Universal |

weaning of this awful word, Noargu.-
ment has ever fallen from lip or pen
which can for one momeunt satisfy an |
unpre judiced inquirer after tiuth. We
find no doctrine of bell in Sheol ; we
find vo future misery taught by the
word Hades; but ‘Gehenna does teach
the doctrine of a hell of endless misery.
Geuexva! Upon this word the doc
trine rests immovably firm. GERENNA!
from this awful word shoots forth the
lurid flames of perdition. GEHENNA!

R SSRNESI————— S L S

In its echoes we hear the wail of 1,-¢

souls. GEHENNA! In the presence of
this word of fearful omen let us lay
aside all dogmatic assertion, and rever-
ently seck to learn the truth.

What does the word mean ? All men
are agreed that Gehenna is the Greek
form of the Hebrew words Gee Hinnom,
and that it literally means “ the valley
of Hionom.” This was a pleasunt val
ley at the south of Jerusalem by the
brook Kedron. Here, in ancicnt times,
and under idolatrous kings, the worslitp
of Moloch, the idol-god of the Ammon-
ites, was practised. The head of this
idol was like that of am ox, while the
rest of its body resembled that of a
man. The image was hollow, and was
heated by fire before the saciifice be-
gan. The young children were laid in
its arms and actually roasted alive—
offered thus in sacrifice to Moloch. The
place was sometimes called Tophet, (in
Jeremiab), from the word mecaning
Tympanum, because in those sacrifices
the priests beat violently the tympana,
lest the shrieks of the dying children
should disturb the worsbippers. But
when these borrible rites were abolished
by Josiab, and the Jews began again to
worship God, they detested this vallcy
as the scene of their awful guilt. Josiah
caused to be carried there ail the filth
and offal of Jerusalem, and the place
was desecrated, and made one of loath-
ing and hoiror. For gbove mx hundred
years it bad been regarded by the Jews
as the common lay-stall of Jerusalem
a receptacle into which they threw every
species of filth, as well as the carcisses
of animals and the dead bodies of execut-
edcriminals. To preventthepollution of
the air from this mass of decaying mat-
ter, fires were kept incessantlyjburning
from the beginning to the end of the
vear. Heunce came the phrase “the
fires of Gebenna.” And as the offal
would breed worms, as all putretving
meat does, there also arcse the exprese
sion * Where the worm dieth not.”

To the Jewish mind this valley was
associated with all that was most feare
ful, horrible and appalling ; and was the
fittest symbol on earth to represent the
place of future retribution, in the exis.
tence of which they now fully believed,®
It is now agreed by most men,—theo-
logians, critics, historians, and poets,
whetber Chbristian or infidel,~~and is
bevond successful contradiciion from
any man, that during our Lord’s so-
journ on earth, and for at least two
hundred years prior to his advent, the
Jews employed the pLiase “valley of
Hinnom,” asa symbol of the fearful
retribution of the future world; and
when, law,
(Matt. v. 22), they cast an aposiate $
Israelite into its filgh and flame, all men
would
cast his soul into a Gehenndf u.i-ery
in another world. And now lot it be
nnhd ;llu] ]r(vlult‘l'o d: This va ]v‘\', '.'.ith

in conformity to their

knew that in like manner God

[ all its sickening and  horrible as<ocia-

tions, was seized upon by Jesus Christ
and by bini n ade to represent the place
a nd condition of all wicked wen in the
world to come, precisely as the Jews
did then enploy, and for hundreds of
years bad employe d itin all their speech
concerning the he Ay, let it be
He who
for
man ; He whbose advent in human ferm
was heralded by amgelic nusic and
Ilazing star ; He who spent Lis life in
Lealing tbe sick, in comfortirLg the sor-
rowing, and in doing good; He who
told us of the bome of mauny wansions ;
He who left His patbway from the-
manger to Gethsemane marked with
tears, and from Gethsemane to Ca'vary
wmmod ; He whose tender, comjas-
sionate soul cried vut, while on the
cross, for his murderers, “ Fa her, for.
give them, for they know not what they
do,”—yea, even He, our Saviour, Bre.

reafter.
noted and l»nh'}o red yet aguin :

left bis brigh! home in G« Iy

>
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