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THE NEW YEAR.
A YEAR—another yvear—has fled!
Here let me rest awhile,
As they who stand-areund the dead,
....And wateli the funeral pile;
This year whose breath has passed away,
Once thrilled with life; with hope was-gay!

e —

But, close a8 wave is urged on wave,
Age after age sweeps by;

Aund this is all the gift we have,
To look around—and die!

Twere vain to dream we shall not bend,

Where all are hast'ning to an end.

What, this new-waking year, may rise,
As yet, is hid fron me;

*Tis well, a veil, which mocks our eyes,
Spreads o'er the days to be;

Such foresight who, on earth would crave,

Where knowledge is not power to save!

It may be dark,—a rising storm, -
To blast, with lightning wing,
The bliss which cheers,—the joys that warm!
It may be doomed to bring
The wish that I have reared as mine,
A victim to an carly shrine!
But—be it fair or dark—my breast
Its hope will not forezo;
Hope's rainbow never sliines
As on the clouds of woej
And, seen with her phosphorie light,

lest

Even afliction’s waves look bright!

But I mnst steer ey bark ol Iife
Towards a deathless land; 4

Nor need it fear the seas of strife,
May it but reach the stran,

Where all is pence, andeangels come,

To take the outwern wanderer home!

>,

THE BETTER LAND.
I hear thee speak of the better land;
Thou eall'st its children a happy band:
‘ k is that radiant shore,—

Mothar! oh, wh
shall we ngt feek it and weep nomore ?
Isi we the lower of the oranze blows,

An »-les danee thron e myrtie boughs ?
« Nob there, not there, my child.”
AR r
1s it where feathery palme-trees rise,
Anl the d e giaws ripeunder sunuy skles,
Or i lat the gréen idands of glittering seas,
Where [eameant foretz perfume the breeze,
And <'r bricht bicds, on their starry wings,
Bear the rich ke «orions things?
“ Not there, not there, my chill”

15 it fur away in some rezion old,
Where the rivers wander o’er sands of gold—
Where the buraing rays of the ruby shine
Ani the diam mine,
And the pear s forth from the coral -E:‘A:nd—
L3 it there, sy mother, that better land?

¢ Not thore, not the:

md lights up the

e, my child.”

Fye hath not sean it, my gentle boy!
Ear hath not heard its decp songs of joy,
Dreams canao! pieture s world so fuir,
Borrow anl death may not e
Tima doA nat breathe on it fadel
For bovond the clonds, and beyond the tomb

[z is there, it is there, my child.™
Iemans.
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Almon

itions [ the Now Yearn

of the sentiment,  Yewnin a little timé 1 shall
be no more sesn.  How—where—shall I
be disposed of'? - The seasons will retura as
before +bat the places that know me will
know me no more for ever.  Will this be a
curse ? or a ! 1f 1 die in my sins I
shall return no more to My posses ions :lh'l
“'ﬂ_in\“rn mta; tothe ¢ 1‘!~"\)(',' merey 3 to
throne of erace ; to the honse of prayer!
I die in the Lord [ <hall, O blesed imp

winz?

'
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o1 world; to this
thyohbiug lieart’s to these
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brinrs: to this vain :
aching head ; to this
temptationz and troul

sQI'rows.

- quity, I will do no more.”

i solve therel

Lot us beoin the vear with solemn re-
flaction—an 1 sav. with Job, « When a fow |
years are como 1 shall @) the way whenee I
shall not return” Lot me not only believe
this: bnt tiseof it, and Teel the importance

bility ! return no more to these thorps and |

Let us begin the year with selfsinspection
—and say, with the chiet butler, 1 do re-

member my faults this day.”  We are prone |-

to think of the failings of our fellow-crea-
tures, and often imagine because we are free
from their faults that we are faultless. Dut
we may have other faults; we may have
worse ; and while a mote is in our brother's
eye a beam may be in our own, Let us
deal faithfully with our own hearts.  T.et us
not compare ourselves with others, and espe-
cially the more vile of our fellowscreatures ;
but with- our advantages; with our know-
ledge ; with our professions ; with the law of
God.

Let us begin the year with a determina-
tion to abandon whatever appears sinful—
and say, with Elihu, “If 1 have done ini-
Should the evil
course or the evil passion solicit, let it plead
in vain while the SaviourJudz: says—If
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast it from thee : for it is profitable for thee
that one of thy members ghould perish, and
not that thy whole body should be cast into
hell.  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut
it off; and cast it from thee: for it is profit-
able for thee that one of thy members should
perish, and not that thy whole body should
be esst into hell”

Begin the year with pious and perszonal
e lication—and say, with David, “ Lord, I
m thine; save me)”  Throurh him who is
he way yield yourselves unto God. It is

ir reasonable ITe has infinite
aims to you. You wili never, be truly
your own till you are his.

" Bezin the year with relative religion ; and
if the worship of Gol has never been estab-
lished in your family, now commence it—
and fay, with Joshua, “ As for me and my
h.)u*c,.\\'c will serve the Lord.” A family

" servico.

a
It is uncovered and exposed :dnd we
r who !} threatened to pour cut his
upon the families that eall not upon his
e,
»
) g
useful—a
what wilt thou have

without prayer is like a house without

roof.

gm the vear wit!

sk, with Saa! of Tarsus, “Lord,
to Lot m
MV e my
¥

S v,
m Go .,

conli
por. mitt How
pronmote the welthre of my fellow-ereatures?
Is there not 2 Bible to sprend?  Are there
mizsionaries to =apport?  Are
none peri<hi laek of knowledeoo that 1
can myse!finstruet? - Hlave 1 no irreligious
) Are there no poor

look at mv 11070 § PITCES 3
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i) there

m
netrhbours to reelaim ?
to relicve? No widows :mn& fatherless to

visit ? “

Begin the year with more ('nlu]u_c't in the
arrangement of your affairs, and resemble
Ezraand his brethren, who “did aecording
to the custom, as the duty of every day re-
quired.” -God has said let every thing be
done decently and in order.  Much of your
comfort will arise from regularity in your
meals, in your devotions, tin your callings;
and your piety will be aided by it.  Tave a
place to reecive every thing; an end to sim-

Leave nothing

discharged

plifv it : a rule to avrange it,

. 1 v
or the morrow that IYU',,"H to ‘

to-dav. , Sullicient for each period -will be
its own e 143 and your mind ought 0 b
dwavs at diberty to attend to tresh engage-
m i

Fmally, [ime, this :‘.lbl'l. this uncer

this all i nportant i imn

1

acpen

e, if‘) m

1+, will not allow

every

ol wiurh éiernity

our trifling away any of' its momer

Gatl

fraocments that nothinge be lost.

| rescud it from nee | vivd ye
have hitherto asewstomed elf th
shameful indulzenee of 1y : !', .
ain the new year wiih the Iise
| ing ; by which you will “ h
;.u';i 2;:‘»1‘”‘.1'.:1%1 of eves ive
| much longer than othérs in the m
i of days—ual with David,
shalt thou i in the moining,
the morp iz witl Todirect my prayer dnulo
thiee, and will look ";l.“
AuwLiftliis be your d “ermination, the sea-
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W firresh eoneern to be |

| and is not blezsing, my ministry here.
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God himself says, “ From this day will 1
bless you."—Juy,

. Ansadote of Chalmers,

About this time his eloquence as a preach-
er appears to have been at its height, and
we read of crowds bursting open his ehurch
doors;-and of soldiers required-to keep-clear
the  passage.. His_ feelings under all this
have been brought out in a narrative given
by J. Wright, Esq.:—

“At the time I allude to, Dr. Chalmers had
been preaching in the Barony Church, for
the venerable Dr. Burns, on the Monday
after the communion, which was in the
suburban distriets, about two months after the
time of its celebration in the town churclies.
As was customary on such occasions, Dr,
Burns invited the ministers who had assisted
him, and some of his elders and friends, to
dinner on the Monday. I was on that day
one of the party, and I was exceedingly dis-
appointed to see that Dr. Chalmers, who, in
ordinary times, poured a fascinating influence
over every company where he was, seemed
extremely dull, nay, I may say, dejected.—
When he avese, about nine o’clock, to go
away, as our track homeward lay for some
distance in the same direction, I left the
company along with him.  When we had got
together, I «aid to the Doctor, * Are you well
enough to-day, Doctor? for I have noticed
you hawe not to-day, been in your usual trim,”
“O yed® he said, “1am quite in good health,
but I am not comfortable. I am grieved in
my mind.”  Seeing that he so frankly -cowm-
munieated to me the general cause of his
uausual appearance,”] used the freedom to
say, * Well, Doctor, is thiz a matter that 1
may Le made acquainted with, as, if it is not,
L kave no wish to pry into anything of a pri-
pature,”  “ 0 yos ” he replied, “you
ar perfeetly know ity for it is n matter that
| l)i‘\‘.~“‘-i very ",:'l‘;l“\n'l-].'y' upon me.  Inshort,
[ the truth i said be, in his own emphatic
manner, * [ have mistaken the way of my
dity to God in at all coming to your city, 1
God has not blessed,
: " On

lied, « \\l”. I)nl‘Iva', itis
markable eiveumstance that, in the
vof G, should have been
i ent with your complaint to me on this point,
[ beeause T have it in my power at any
(o mention one instance in whieh Your minis-
try has been madde instrumental i bring
a soul from darkness o the marvellons :
of the Gospel of salvation.”  * Can you?
said he, “then you will give me the best news
I have heard gince T came among yon.”

The particulars being narrated, —“ Ah”
said he, “ MroWright, what hlessed, what
comfor{ing news you give me! I knew it
not ; but it strengt
beginning to fail, from an apprelien<ion that
I had not been acting aceording to the wil
of God in coming to your city.” — Lowlon
Wa'clinan :
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Objections to a Revival,

Not only does the workdly reiigionist car-

icature the movement we call 4 revival,—
othiers are, I many i-tanees, unrea-onably
| s 27
| av ctoit. It is often recarded l»:'y men,
| HOt enemies o spiritnal religion, with sus-
| picion and alarm.  They ave sincerely, but
exeessively, jealous of the douovr of religion;
though, !:'.n‘il psy this often meuns ouly  the
| public status of theirown m:uimm}:.\'. They
diead the scandal it gives o the world, or
| they <hriik frotn the over publicity Wlich it
‘lachies to the eause of religion in a neigh-
ourhood ; or y fear lest it should evapo-
(te in a noisy chullition, I"?'.“)"”::l'l awell-

" L eapression of relizious feeling—
le<t it &) [ be gpurions, consequently dam-
Caging—ephemersl consequently bringing on
cdtlunse,  Their habits, as religious men,

¢ invaeldl, —their views disregarded, —
their taste s of 1. They are alive to their
] individually in Chn=eh responsibility
to public opinion, and to the risk implied in

the production of an extensive excitement,
. l: % P oer TN ’ e s Iivencoe ¢
vour fhappinc:s.— | inminds of cvery varicty of intelligence and

hiens me; for really T was

and almost neutral state of the - Church,

~r

moral condition. They do not separate the
operation itsclf from i%s aeceidents ; mor ap-
preciate its advantages as a set off against its
many possible disparagements.  Not regard-
ing the work i!self’ as paramount to every
other,—they donot overlook the concomitants
that human folly may bind to it. Aninefficient,
is
preferred fo one” that Tnvests 1€ "WITE new
powers; and places-it -hefore the world-in an
aggressive attitude. Reduction and  enfoe-
blement may be sincerely deplored ;- but
comfort is taken in' the prerogatives of a
sovercignty which reserves “the times and
seasons ™ in its own power; instead  of an
enlightened consideration, and vigogous
application of evangelic, published, chartered
remedies to existing evils, In a declining
state of the Church, reasons ave rather sought
out to induce nequiescence in it as inevitable;
while faith, in its resources, is lowered o a
positive diflidency, and the tone of feeling is
correspondingly humbled. Itis flat and un-
enterprising,—all agencies are pervaded by
torpor,—they become intermittent and pow-
erless. Results are scarcely aimed at, bes_
cause not hoped for.  Duty (if performed at
all) is regarded ns an end rather than as o
menns, when digjoined from successful efiort,
~Steward's Religion the Weal of the Church,

Reminiscenses of Harrison,

While musing on the death of General
Taylor, we were led to think of a sermon
wlhiich was preached in Washington by Dr,
C. Van Rensselaer, on the occagion of Gon,
Harrison’s decense. ' We turned it up from
a pile of ymmphlits, and have read it with
deepencd interost afler the lapse of years,
I'rom this discourse we derive some facts and
thoughts that we venture to copy'.

Dr, Van Renssclacr was in a Loookstoroe
in the City of Washington, when the 1.
sident purchased a Bible, “the best in the
store ;" and he expressed to Dr, 'V, hig sur-
prise that theve was no Bible in the Presi.
dent’s mansion, and then remarked, “The
Bible ought to be o part of the furniture of
the house, and I intend to buy out of the
Congressional appropriation, the Lest copy I
can find, and to write in ity ¢ Z%e President
of the United States, from the People of the
United States,”

Thedirst Sabbath sfter his inanguration, he
was very mach annoyed by some . persons
who had Leen admitted into his house con-

prary to i orders, and he remarked to one

of s family,  We must break up this Sunday
l'l.!l/'lll.’/-”

The rext Sahbath, some, of the' forcign
ambassadors called, and wefe refused admite
tance ; but in the evening some gentlemen
succceded under the plea of being particular
fricnds.  The President sat with them a few
minutes in evident uneasiness, then roze and
walked about the room o little, and’ #aid with
great kinducss, “ Gentlemen,' I shall be happy
to sce you any evening but Sunday evening,”
and retired 1o his room, leaving them with
some other members of his family,

Such rgverence for the Bible and the Sab-
Lath i< worthy of being imitated by those in
Lizh places.

e e e e e e

The Sabbath,

An under-sheriff of London mentioning
thewaying of a Puritan divine,  Hem the
Sabbath well; and it will not ravel out all the
week 3 adds; % my office has enabled me to
confirin the value of the Sabbath, thére being
scarcely a eriminal, whether for death or
minor punishment, who was not daily cons
fessing 1o me,in Newgate, that he congidercd
his first full, and subsequent misery, to bo
owing 1o the violation of that blessed day.”

{ b &

Hints to Ministers,

A sermon should be made for a text, and
not a text found for a sermon.— Burnett,

In preaching, study not to draw applauses,
but groans, from ﬂ;:}‘)]u-;lr(»rg.——J(Il'm/t,i.

Steep your germons in your hearts before
you preach them.—&ishop Felton,
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