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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
BY REV. WILLMM DEMOUY, D. D,
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

THE DANGER OF SMALL FAULTS

“Bo do you also reckon that you are dead to

sin, but alive unto God, in Christ Jesus Oy
Lo:d.," (Rom. vi. 4)

St. Paul, in the part of his Epistle
to the Romans fixed by the Church
read today, speaks of our
baptism in Christ and our conse-
quent death to sin, and the resur-
rection, similar to that of Christ’s,
By baptism we die to sin;

to be

to come.
we must not revivify ourselves
sin.
ourselves never should
allow any one else
rise.

rim-, Do

It is & death, fortunately, o

which we are more or less consecious,
owing to the faculties with which
pever can
are
but the con-

God has blessed us. We
be absolutely certain that we
justified before God,
sciousness of duty well performec
and of
great assurance that
mercy counts us among His chil
dren, While we can truthfully fee

thus, without presumption or pride,
we can say that we are dead to gin.

Then there are the means, estab-
lished by Christ, for keeping the
spiritual life within us. This life
must permeate us totally. It can
not exist where sinis. These means
are especially the sacraments. As
food conserves the life of the body,
8o does grace, the spiritual food of
the sacraments, keep life in our
soul. Nay, grace is itself the life
of the soul. Hence, a8 we must
often partake of materiel food in
order to have life in our body—so,
to preserve the lile of our soul,
begun at baptism, we frequently
must consume spiritual food. In
proportion to the quantity of spir-
itual food of which we partake will
be the amount of vigor and strength
of our epiritual life. The stronger
and more vigorous our spiritual
life, the less the fear of a rising

again to a life of sin. But alas,
how small the number of people
that remain dead to sin! Many, it

is true, do not rise to a full life of
gin, but how frequently they are in
danger of it! Small habits take
possession of them sand graduslly
assume dangerous proportions.
How few people think a habit is
progressive ! Itsa mode of progress
is a deceptive one. While habit
goes on in its deadly course, it molds
nature its way and tends to weaken
the inward voice of even the most
insistent conscience. Thus people
begin to pay little attention to it.
When the awakening day comes,
how sad the experience that follows!
How many, for” instance, have
begun almost unintentionally, to
call attention to faults in their
fellow-beings? At first it was only
a casual remark, perhaps confined
to the members of their immediate
family; then it may have been
repeated to others less closely
related. These gave a more willing
ear, which is always an incentive to
further confidepce, and it was not
long before the casual remark had
grown into an eloquent criticism,
Those guilty of this vice no doubt
examine their conscience on some
soul-stirring occasion, and they dis-
cover what slaves to habit they have
become. Then the fight to regain
their freedom is more strenuous
than they could have imagined pos-
sible. Week after week they com-
mit the same faults. The habit has
grown into them and has become a
second nature. How many conquer
it completely 7 It is a fact, lament-
able but true, that very few ever
finally escape. And it is only the
thought of God’s mercy that can, to
gome extent, silence the victim of
this terrible habit. Even though
one becomes only 8 material sinner
under its influence, there is still the
punishment of remorse. Often
scruples arise in the conscience of
those so addicted, and, remaining
through life, rob them of the peace
that usually comes to those who
serve God.

It is indeed difficult to remain
dead to sin, or to preserve one’s
baptismal innocence. There are so
many dangers surrounding us that
the inclinations to evil existing
within ourgelves are not easily con-
quered. In the modern world we
are in daily intercourse with all
classes of people. The example set
by these tends to influence us. It
sometimes seems as if we were
endeavoring to build two kingdoms
within ourselves—a kingdom where
righteousness reigns and a kingdom
where malice holds sway. Com-
monly speaking, we say that there
is something good and something
evil in each one of us. It may be
go, but this evil should not be wil-
ful; it should be only the evil
inclinations inherent in our nature
on account of original sip and its
consequences. These inclinations
to evil are not sinful in themselves,
though they strongly incline us to
evil. The reasons, then, why it is
so difficult for us to remain dead to
gin may be summed up in these two
classes : the evil inclinations within,
and the bad example without.

But does the fact of the existence
of these incentivee to evil excuse us
for our lapses into sin? It does not.
Were there no remedies at hand for
these spiritual maladies, and mno
helps offered us in our weakness,
perhaps it could be given as an
excuse. But God has provided for
our insufficiences, and if we fall,
least seriously, into sin, it is hecauae
we have not heeded th. se r(-modws,
nor gone in search of them. God’s
grace ig our salvation and our help.

It is the antidote for the poison we

to &
This is a death from which we | °: And: the

to cause us to

evil avoided affords us a
God in His

are liable to absorb from without,
and for the infection present within.
Of course we are free agents, and
grace will not be forced upon us.
We must try to preserve it by the
means at hand, and, if we are so
unfortunate as to lose it, we should
use the meane that God has pro-
vided for the regaining of it.
Christians often should examine
| their lives seriously, and see
whether or not there exist in them
habits or faults that are tending, or
that could in time tend, to rob them
of grace and revivify them to sin.
Considering our evil tendencies, and
the awful examples and bad influ-
ences that often surround us, the
danger of falling exists about all of
fall will not come
suddenly, especially in the more or
less earnest Christian. There are
many things, as a rule, leading up
fltoit. The se, if discovered in time,
can be rooted out or removed, and
the danger averted. It is a con-
stant fight throughout our life.
We are never sure of our salvation.
But, as the soldieris rightly counted
1| brave - who dies fighting on the
battlefield, so God will regard us as
brave soldiers in the epiritual com-
i bat, if we continue to fight until
death. And this means for us a
triumphant entry into His kingdom,
for the glory of which His own

r

conquered the enemy of God.
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RELIGIOUS TEACHING PLAN
ATTACKED IN COURT

been served

the Board should not be enjoined

dren for forty-five minutes once a
week to receive religious instrue-
tion.

The orders were issued op peti-
tion of Laurence B. Stein, a tax-
payer of Mount Vernon. Joseph
Lewis, a representative of the Free
Thinkers’ Society of Manhattan,
who was in the court room when !hp
action was taken, announced that it
is the beginning of a geries of simi-
lar actions to be filed throughout
the State if Mr. Stein succeeds in
obtaining an injunction here. Mr.
Lewis contends the plan of excusing
Publie school children for rellgious
instruction violates the religious
liberty guarantees of the Federal
and State constitutions.

HOLY LAYMEN CAN
ASSIST

PAULIST EDlTOR SPEAKS TO
CONVERTS' LEAGUE

At a meeting of the Catholic Con-
verts’ League, of New York, held
in the Plaza Hotel, Rev. James S.
Gillis, C.S.P., spoke on ‘‘ New
Times and New Methods in Convert
Making.”’

““The Catholic Church,” he said,
“is an anomalous institution. She
is not subject to the laws that gov-
ern purely human organizations.
She is superior even to the laws of
nature. Her very existence is a con-
tinuous paradox. She is a synthesis
of apparent contradictions. She is
old, but always néw, tenacious of
tradition, yet prompt to adopt rea-
sonable innovations : semper eadem,
yet adaptable to circumstances.
Her constitution is as hard as
granite, yet flexible as a willow
wand. She never quite abandone a
tradition, yet she does not stagnate,
or crystallize or fossilize. She has
not gone the way of Confusianism,
or Buddhism, or any other Oriental
religion, though she herself is of
Oriental origin. In a word the
Church is a paradox, rigid and flex-
ible ; conservative, but progressive ;
old but young.

‘‘Hence it is to be expected that
the Church shall use even the most
novel methods of winning souls and
making converts.

APOSTOLATE OF THE PRESS

““Take, for example, the aposto-
late of the press. In itself that
apostolate is old, but recently it has
taken on new forms. In the city of
Pittsburg, a few years ago, a couple
of young business men who had
been phenomenally successful, set
agide $10,000,000 for a campaign of
‘advertising’ the Catholic Church.
They inserted in the daily news-
papers a short, pithy paragraph, on
some Catholic custom, or belief, or
gome historical fact, redounding to
the credit of the Church, and then
agha kind of fillip to the little para-
graph, a solitary sentence, such as :

‘The First Public Library in Amer-
ica was in a Catholic University.’
‘Ampere, the discoverer of the Unit
of Electrical current was a Catholie.’
‘Pope Gregory XV. gave the world
its present Calendar,” and a hun-
dred other similar items.

‘“These pithy paragraphs and
sententious statements, disjointed
as they are, are quite in the manner
of the information that millions of
persons absorb from the news-
papers. They will not read books ;
their mental attention flags even
when they read cne chapter of a
book. Their power of thinking has
been all but destroyed by the
movies ; they can absorb mental
pabulum only in homeopathic doses.
So the young men of Pittsburg, who
thnrmmhly knew the advertising
‘game’, presented those fragment.
ary pnragrnphs one each day, as
though to say thnt g all thik time ;
more tomorrow.” And the success
of the venture was so great that all
Pittsburg was on edge, delegations

divine Son, Jesus Christ, came upon
earth and by suffering and death

White Plains, N. Y.—Orders have
on members of the
Mount Vernon Board of Education
to appear before Supreme Court
Justice Seeger and show cause why

from dismissing Public school chil-

of Protestants stormed the editorial
rooms, the editors took alarm, and
the ‘ads’ were discontinued. But
the scheme will be tried again at a
more convenient time. It has been
tried in a8 many a8 126 eities, The
Catholic Church will be advertised
in the same way as Coca-Cola, or
Uneeda Biscuit, or Fairy Soap. The
apostles never dreamed of such a
thing, but I am confident they
would have approved of it.

‘“‘Another phase of the apostolate
of the press is one that has beep
used with most conspicuous ability
by Mr. Benedict Elder of Louisville,
who persistently writes to the daily
papers of his city, setting them
right, politely, wisely, discreetly,
whenever any statement misrepre-
genting Catholicism appears in their
paged. It is no small task, for the
newspapers are notoriously careless
and uninformed about Catholic
doctrine and Catholic history, but
Mr. Elder keeps relentlessly on
their trail. They have come to fear
him and respect /him, If we had &
few such scholarly gentlemen, with
an equally ready pen, in every city,
we might almost succeed in working
the miracle of making the news-
papers reliable in Catholic matters.

MIRACLE IN GEORGIA

“In 'Georgia, the Laymen's
League has actually wrought a
seeming miracle, an almost incred-
ible revolution, by the same means :
patient, polite, painstaking letter
writing to the papers. In 1916
Georgia was a horrible example of
unfairness to Catholics. To quote
from a report of the secretary of
the League, ‘There was only one
newspaper in the whole State of
Georgia that was fair tous. . . . .
Catholics were villified on nearly

every political soap-box in the
State. They were boycotted. The
Veasey Bill providing for the

inspection of certain institutions,
and admittedly aimed at convents,
was passed after a series of anti-
Catholic orations almost unparal-
leled in the history of supposedly
Chriggian Commonwealths. To-
day,the newspapers are as free from
matters objectionable to Catholics
as are any in the United States.
Objectionsble articles havedwindled
from as many as a hundred a week,
to an average last year of two a
month. Many papers, formerly
very critical and hostile are now
friendly. Catholics are no longer
boycotted.’

““These welcome changes have
been made largely by the League
which adopted principally the cus-
tom of writing letters to the press.
This achievement i# important, not
only defensively, but offensively.
Settipg non-Catholics right, and
stopping up the flood of calumny
are two great steps towards con-
verting them.

‘‘Another all-important method
of reaching people outside the
Church is street-preaching by lay-
men, and laywomen, so successfully
practiced by the Catholic Evidence
Guild in England, and by similar
organizations in Australia and
Holland. It is as plain as day that
we shall have to come to it. All
objections have been met and over-
thrown. The most unsubstantial
of all objections, the danger to our
dignity, is hardly worth considering.
Our Saviour preached in the streets,
and after Him the Apostles preached
wherever they could get a hearing.
The greatest preacher, since St.
Paul, the originator of the most
sweeping religious movement since
the primitive daye of Christianity,
was St. Francis of Assisi, a layman.
GREAT FIELD FOR LAYMEN

“One thing is certain, if Wt wait
for the priests to convert America,
the work can never be done. We
need laymen and laywomen, in-
spired with the zeal and the cour-
age, and trained to the ability in
England, who have made an indubit-
able success of street-preaching and
park preaching. It will come. It
must come, and the sooner the
better.
“‘Still more spectacular, and even
more necessary, as well as infinitely
more effective is the radio. I look
upon the radio as a new manifesta-
tion of the wonderful works of God.
Every scientific invention not only
adds to our knowledge of the uni-
verse, it broadens our concept of
God. Now this divine discovery is,
to a very great extent, in the hands
of Harlequin, if not of Mephisto-
phelos. It is a shame for us to
abandon to Satan what could easily
add to the honor of God. We have
been deterred ‘largely by timidity
and by the fear of enormous ex-
pense.
“But the Paulist Fathers in New
York are building a broad-casting
station, now nearly completed, at a
cost of almost $100,000. We are
none too soon. A little longer and
we should have been too late.
Presently millions of listeners will
hear from our station, not only high
class music, and a general program
of instruction and entertainment,
but discreetly presented explana-
tions of truths and incidents per-
taining to Catholicism. We feel
that it is the biggest event in the
history of the Church since the in-
vention of printing, perhaps it will
turn out to be®ven more important
than that.
MAKING USE OF ART

“Finally, 1ét us make use of all
the vehicles of literature, and of
the stage, as far as we may, to
convey Catholic truth to the non-
Catholic world. Pay no attention
to those who say that propaganda
cannot be art. No man of genius
paints or writes or plays indispas-
gionately ; no first-rate novelist con-
gidera life objectively. Rather they

write at white heat and always,

consciously or unconsciously,
prove something. The Bible is the

propaganda from Genesis to the
ApOCalypue Paradise Lost is props-
ganda * to justify the ways of od
to men.’

“The Divina Commedia is pro-
paganda, fosI religion, and for &he
Christian theology. To take a |
modern instance, |mm(-asurably
less important as literature, H,
Wells never wrote a line that wau
not propaganda. Bernard Shaw
reaks with didactism. He is the
propagandist par ' cxcellence
paganism. If these men use their

to dethrone Christianity, why
shall we not ute art, and literature,
and the drama to defend our God ?

*“To resume ; the Catholiec Church
is not only indefectible. She
indefatigable.  She is old, but ever
on the qui vive for whatever in the
new may help to carry her message
to mankind.”
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FRENCH CATHOLIC WOMEN

Paris, France.—A report on the
organization of Catholic women in
the United States, prepared by Miss
O’Donchue, was read by Madame
Girod de 1'Ain #t the Woman’'s
Social Cirele
auspices of L’Action Sociale de la
Femme. These

meetings were
attended by several prominent
writers and publicists, including

Georges Goyau the historian, Mon-
barrister M. Chenu.

year was the problem of the perils
and the methode by which suitable

act these perils.
pal papers was read by Madame de

Steenberghe-Engheringh, President

of the Union Internationale des |
Oeuvres Catholiques Femininee.

At the conclusion of the session, a
festival was held to celebrate the
wenty-fifthanniversary of L’Actio
Sociale de la Femme, and a preser!3
tation of an ohjet d’art was made
to Madame Chenu, who was the
foundress of the oiganization and
remains to this day its president

TO PARADE IN WASHINGTON

Washington.—The Commissioners |
of the District of Columbia havv‘L
granted permission to the Ku Klux i
Klan to parade on historic Pennsyl- 1
vania Avenue, August 8. In addi—‘
tion, the superintendent of parks |
and grounds has given permission
for the hooded order to hold an
open-air mass meeting, following |
the parade, in the Sylvan theater in
the shadow of the Washington Mon-
ument.

It is strictly stipulated in the
permit for the parade that the
Klansmen march not only un-
masked, but with only such head
covering as would be occupied by
an ordinary hat.

The demonstration will be a part
of the®1925 Klan Klonvocation, or
national convention, which the
order has decided to hold in Wash-
ington. Its'leaders speak of 150,-
000 and 200,000 being in line.

A Waghington paper declares the
move is being made to revive the
waning interest in the Klan, and is
a publicity ‘‘stunt.”

‘“Members have been dropping
from the rosters by the thousands,
it is reported,” says this paper,
‘‘and it is hoped that the rally here
will bring them back into the fold,
so that the national order might
continue to reap its profits of dues.
“They have chosen Washington
for publicity reasons, it was said,
because they can get privates in the
ranks to come here, drawn by. the
historic setting which permits them
to parade over the route on which
Presidents have trod to inaugura-
tions.”’

signor Chaptel and the distinguished |

The special study conducted this |

remedies may be devised to counter- |
One of the prinei- |

’ ,\

greatest of all literature, and it is |

\
|

of |

is |

held here under the;

which menace Christian civilization |’
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