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London, April 11.—A Reuter des-
patch from Genoa that the
British Dominions at first were not
put on the list for voting on the
commission, or the principal cor
mittee the Economic Conference,
but Sir Joseph Cook, Australia
and Sir Edgar Walton, for South

both strongly protested, and
d upon the right

subsequent

Says

n-

for

» yote was
ceded.

The foregoing tch empha
gizes the and the
urgency of the greatest of all Cana
one far

occupy

Spa
m;]\.‘x‘:qm\

dian political questions,

transcending those which
the attention of party politicians.

The or failure of
League of Nations in noway lessens
the importance of the fact that in
its constitution Canada, with the
other self-governing Dominions,
was given international recognition
as a nation among the nations of
the world.

It will remembered that
Premier Smuts warmly resented the
failure of the United States to
recognize this fact and extend to
the British Dominions invitations to
the Washington Conference separ-
até and distinet from the invitation
extended to Great Britain ; and he
reproached the Governments of the
“‘gister nations’ for their failure to
assert the international status
acquired by the Dominions at the
Paris Peace Conference.

Again, a evident from the
despatch quoted, it was to the
vigorous self-assertion of our antip-
odean co-Dominions that Canada,
on equal footing with the other
nations there represented, will cast

success the

be

s is

her vote at the Economic Conference |

of Genoa. Asa matter of fact our
status asa nation is still too inchoate
to be clearly defined.

The famous Report of Lord Dur-
ham was a daring new departure in
the matter of colonial self-govern-
ment. Yet the British North Amer-
ica Act, thirty years later, marked
a radical advance on Durham’s radi-
cal policy. Still greater strides
toward full and independent nation-
hood have since been made though
the British North America Act re-
mains in the letter unchanged.

Ne have hed a stage
some of the gains should be co
dated ; where constitutional usage
should be freed ictions
imposed when the present develop-
ment was unconsidered because un-
foreseen ’

restr

from

where relations, instead
of being left to the varying inter-
pretations of succeeding statesmen,
should be clearly defined ; where
rights conceded by
theory should be always respected
in practice.

For this the written Constitution |

which we have outgrown must be
brought into conformity with the
constitutional usage which has since
developed and must go on develop-
ing. }

The Canadian Historical Review
for March has an illuminat-
ing article, ““Some Canadian Consti-

tutional Problems,”” by Sir Clifford |

Sifton. Its twenty-one pages are
too long to summarize ; but the
importance of the subject and the
clarity of Sir Clifford’s exposition
of it make this article highly useful
and suggestive to all thinking
Canadians.

Constitutional amendments, if
any, the writer points out, would

naturally fall into three divisions :’

(1) The relative jurisdiction
Dominion and province.

(2) Possible internal
constitution of
province.

(8) The relationship
Britain and foreign powe

Having given illustrations that
prove the necessity of changes in
the first two divisions, he adds : ‘‘ It

of

changes of
Dominion and

to

'S,

The Canadian Historical Review.
Published quarterly by the Univer-
gity of Toronto Press.
$2 the year.

everybody in |

Great |

|
\
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i

aft fifty years' experience
should clear up doubts, anomalies,
and which
developed as between province and
will it be disputed
that in matters of internal economy,
f
of

er we

inconsistencies huve

| Dominion, nqr
ag, for instance, the constitution
the Sénate, be
amendment,”

B
‘the

acti

should capable

t, as Sir

rd out,

constitutional

u points

vital need for

n ar in connection with

by *h 1 mean
with everything

f Canada,

external affairs, wh

(‘;A]l.‘.lltl.\ la'!hl 1ons
outside

and everybody Ana

including the parent Empire.”
Those of us who
gslow-witted as to despair

standing some of the

been so
yf under-
grandilogquent

have

n our new national

th self-respect
restored on learning ‘that this emi-
the

pronouncements

status may have ir

nent Cenadian finds himself in
same Dol

“Our

writes,

external relations,” he

“are enveloped in what

highly 1
T'he plain

might be called iminous

but halo.

who

cloudy

makes no pretence at

gal
tional subtleties must be in despair

h

investigation of le or cons

when attempts unders

them. Not only is the subject in

it nature s obscure
but it

Lmost

ymewhat

very
and difficult to comprehend,
suffers from the faect
everyone who debates it
fatality
with a desire to

that
seems by
!

e

to seized

h-sounc

an unhappy

use hig ng,

sonorous, and sometimes self
contradictory language.”’

read state-
escribed. The
confusion of tongues becomes evi-

dent when

We have all heard or
ments thus aptly d
these pronouncements
are placed side by side. Despite
their obscurity, sonority and
mutual contradiction, consideration
of these pronouncements is vital to
an understanding of the question
in issue, of the to be
solved.

Here is a quotation
Robert Borden :

problem

from Sir
““Equality of nationhood must be
recognized, preserving unimpaired
to each Dominion the full antono
| mous power which it now holds, and
safeguarding to each by necessary
consultation and by adequate voice
and influence its highest interests
| in the issues of peace and war.”’

Here are three quotations from
Mr. N. W. Rowell :

“Does the Globe stand with Union
Government ‘ in maintain-
ing in the councils of the Empire
and at the Conference Table of the
| nations the unity of the British
Commonwealth and the equality of
| the Nations which comp.se it and
that our constitutional development
be along lines of consultation and
co-operation between the different
self-governing nations of the
Empire rather than the centraliz-
ation of power in the hands of one ?

*Canada, not only in theory but
in fact, has reached the status
nation. On this vital matter
affecting the policy of peace and
war we he right to be heard
| and the means is provided whereby
voice may be heard in deter-
mining those ques vital to
our future.”

Here are
Lord Milner :

“The United Kingdom and the

| Dominions are partner nations not
vet indeed of equal power but for

good and all of equal status.

“The only possibility of the con-
| tinuance of the British Empire is
on a basis of an absolute out-and-
out equal partnership of the United
Kingdom and the Dominions.
| that without any kind of
| tion whatsoever.”’

The resolution of the Imperia]
War Conference of 1917, with
| regard to imperial relations, may
|
| be quoted :

i

a
ive a

our

two quota

reserva-

ne

[ *““The Imperial War Conference
| are of opinion that the readjust-
ment of the constitutional relations
of the component parts of the
| Empire is too important and
| intricate a subject to be dealt with
during the War, and that it should
form the subject of a special
Imperial Conference tobesummoned
| as soon as possible after the cessa-
| tion of hostilities.

“They deem it their duty, how-
ever, to place on record their view
that any such readjustment, while

powers of self-government and
complete control of domestic affairs,
should be based on a full recogni-
| tion of the Dominions as autonomous
| nations of an Imperial Common-
| wealth, and of India as an important
| portion of the same, should recog-
| nize the right of the Dominions and
| India to an adequate voice in
| foreign policy and in foreign
relations, and should
| effective arrangements for con-
| tinuous consultation in all import-
ant matters of common Imperial
concern, and for such
concerted action, founded
| sultation, as the several
ments may determine.”

Here are quotations
General Smuts. Speaking of his
| opponents in the\ South African
1

on con-
Govern-

some

[ say |

thoroughly preserving all existing |

provide |

necessa ry |

from |

General Smuts said :
|  *““They are dominated by pre war |
conceptions and fail to take account |
of the fundamental changes which
the War and the peace
in the constitution of the British
| Empire.”’

|

he

language as follows :
“The British Empire as

before the We

to ¢xist as a re

“The Dominions
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These are my
I quote
langt of the present |
Secretary of 5 for the Col

*“The South African party i
for a sovereign status for
Africa. far as
any rights to The League of Na
or to any Council of the Empire
We are for the llest developmen
anda assel these rignt

*“As ro

tionshir
tiongnip

tful

considered

not
th
1age

D0 surrender

al cla-

African p
development of
periodical Conference system be
tween the various Governments of
our Commonwealth with a view to
removing possible causes of friction
and misunderstanding and further-
ing the interests of the Common-
wealth and component States and
discussing workable ideas of their
[)lllu ies.”’

“We

’

imper
the
favours the

v r
the

are opposed to closer union.”

There has lately been :-!\wl}w; and
most important declaration
Speaking in the
British House of Commons lately,
upon the Irish settlement, Mr. Lloyd
George, Prime Minister of Great
| Britain, went into the subject of
Dominion relations
Omitting what does
the point at
words :

upon

this subject.

very
not
these

fully.
bear on
his

issue are

“Now I come to the question of
external affsirs. The position of |
the Dominions in regard to external
affairs has been completely revolu-
tionized in the course of the last
four years. I tried to call attenticn
to that a few weeks ago when I
made a statement. The Dominions |
since the War have beea given equal
| righte with Gre .t Britain in the
control of foreign policy of the
]‘:Hl;»il‘v. ..

“The machinery is the machinery
of the British Government, the
Foreign Office, the Ambassadors.
The machine must remain here. It

impossible that it could be other-

unless you had a Council
Empire where you had represen-
tatives elected for the purpose.
Apart from that you must act
through one instrument. The
instrument of foreign policy of the
Empire is the British Foreign Office.
That has been accepted by all
Dominions inevitable, but
claim a voice in determining the
lines of our policy and at the last
Imperial Conference they were here
discussing our policy Germany,
our policy in Egypt, policy in
America, policy all over the
world, and we are now upon
the mature general decisions
arrived at with the common consent
of the whole Empire. .

“The advantage to {hat
joint control means joint respon-
sibility and when the burden of

{ Empire has become so great it is
| well that we should have the shoul-
ders of these young giants under

the burden to help us along.”

e

as they

our
actin

and

us

Lengthy as is this array of quota-
| tions they are necessary if we are
to understand the state of the ques-
| tion. Comment and consideration
| must await another time. And we
| ask interested readers to preserve
the quoted pronouncements.

Despite the disparities, diver-
gences and contradictions ore great
fact emerges : there confronts us
at the present time a constitutioral
problem of vital importance to the
future of Canada. How it will be
solved depends largely on the intel-
ligent interest of the average |
Canadian, : ; 1

[

“INTO HELL"”

Under this heading tke London |
| Free Press had an editorial last week |
beginning with this paragraph: 1
A note at the foot « f the Apostles’ |
Creed in the revised Book of |
(‘ummnn_ Prayer of the Anglican |
Church in Canada, explains the |
| clause ‘““He descended into hell” as
| meaning ‘‘ He descenced into the
| place of the departed spirits.”’
after philological and
ptural disquisition, the article |
| thus concludes :

Then,

| seri

a

By this note to the
Anglican Church in Canada
affirms its position as Apostolic |
according to the usage of the Prim- |
itive Church.

\
oreed t}

re- |
|

|
All of which increases in interest |
| when compared with the following |

have effected |
(

| what

| Images !

| hear or help us.

not too radical to suggest that | parliament, in September, 1020, | questions and answers in the Cath
olie Child’s Catechism :

Q. Where
after death ?
. ¥ e
r, 3 I, Peter 111, 19,
Q. Did Christ's
the Hell of the

A. No; but to a place
called Limbo lels 11,
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is divided int«

| form in
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is difference
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two, and the ninth
and tenth are merged.
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and
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worth while to ¢
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..“1 N
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elders it may b«
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Commar
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learning
time things familiar
1y
numbering of
from
first Ce

into two ; consequently

differs

ours.

our second becomes their third, our
third their fourth, and so on ; and
the ninth and tenth ar: made one—
their tenth.

To a
friend we
that he

very sincere Protestant

once a Catechism
hand
rid
in

gave
might learn at first
Catholies believe and
of the ghost
which he honestly believed.

Though learned
Catechism confirmed one
delusion.

“You deliberately supprees,”’
told us later,
ment that

get
some of stories
much, the

cherished

he

he

the seeond Command-

forbids the making of

“Let us see,” we quietly replied.
Turning to the chapter of the Cate-
chism on
read :

Fiorst —]
thot

the Commandments we

the Lord thy God,

shalt have strange gods

before me, &
The “&ec. and

startled

see Appendix p. 91.)
see Appendix p. 91"

him a bit. Turning to p.

und :

of course, f

to thyself

likeness of

* Thou shal make
gra
anything that is ir
an the earth beneath, nor of
things that are in the water
the

the

a en thing, nor
heaven above, or
those

3 under

earth adore

them nor

Lord thy

visiting the

the
and fourth genera

*hild third

tion of them that

showin

upon

hate me ; and g mercy unto
thousands of them that love me, and
keep my commandments.

But, all this
evidently and necessarily belongs to
the first Commandment. It simply
forbids the making of idols ; simply
amplifies
gods ”’ “‘other gods,” as
Protestants have it.)

When the savage smashing
sacred images, statues,
was accounted unto the

we pointed out,

and explains ‘' strange

(or the
of
crucifixes
reformers

for righteouness the second part of |

the first Gommandment was given an
independent status as forbidding
the making of such images as Cath-
olics venerated.

“But,” objected our friend, ‘‘it
seems to me that ignorant Catholics
must be in great danger of idolatry

| because of the veneration you pay
distinguish, |

to images ; you
they won't.”
They are in no more danger
than any Protestant is with regard
to his mother’s picture, or
image or statue of William III.
Take this Catechism question :
Q. May we then pray to the
crucifix, or to the images, or relies
of the saints ?
A.

may

By ro means; for they have

|

| largest
which I cite the Vietory Loan sub- |

“l\“
| to the amount of the profits ;

neither life, nor sense, nor power to

4 Kings xviii. 4,
“Catholics are not
never met a Catholic child
failed to uncerstand that.”
** Then how do you get the ten, if
you suppress the second command-
ment 7"

who

fools; I have |

| corporations ;

There are two distinet Command-
ments that we both agree upon :
Thou shalt not steal
and
Thou shalt not
I'hese forbid
If these are and should be distinect
and geparate why not these :
Thou shalt not covet thy
bor’s wife
and

['hou shalt

commit adultery.
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nonsense.
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yet no one will say
that man himself, the individual
citizen, i8 completely corrupt and
has no right to exist.

Corporations will
(‘u-npcrati\'«‘ societies
reasons :

give way to
for two
First, because the coun-

try has reached a stage in its de- |

velopment in which small individual
investments can be multiplied to an
amount sufficient to finance
enterprises ; in proof of
scriptions ; and secondly,
greed has so far vitiated the busi-
ness conduct of corporations that
legitimate industrial and commer-
cial development are madesecondary
justice to the whole people from
whom corporations hold their char-
ters and their not
given its due place in corporation
policy.
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ary urges that as but one of these
congresses has yet met on the
North American continent—that at |
Montreal in second would
be a timely recognition of the
important place the. Catholie body
of the United States has now come
to occupy in the Church. The ter- |
centenary of the founding of the
Catholic colony of Maryland will
in 1934, and the Review
| postulates that the occasion could
be made doubly memorable by the
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|
|

simultaneous assembling in Balti-
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{ before that time. ** The choice of
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have in awakening the faith of
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The third suggestion is the erection
suitable monument, looking
eventually to the foundation of a
shrine, the spot made
sacred the ion
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tinent. p
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ST. JOHN, N. B. SHOWS THE
WAY TO MEET GREAT
NEED

Few Catholic organi can
boast of a Catholic club or institute
so well equipped and so popular as
the Young Men’s Catholic Institute
N. B., of ) ]
of whom about one-third a
lies.

I'o call it Young Men’s is rather
misleading, for it is for men of all
ages, and for boys and gir 19
well. There are separate gymnasia
and swimming baths for both sexes
There are facilities for billards,
bowling, baseball, basket-ball,
volley-ball and other sports, as well
as a library.

The Institute is maintained at
of approximately $11,000

itions

cost




