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to trade over a large irU. If Canada be joined with us f trade wail which arose in the Canadian
we shall have a aka of 6,000,000 square miles much at toe ^ ^
Reciprocity, or un^CMokable trade» contessi Western Canada admits its dependency, (or manu-
United States, wou.d njake the first serious < lap < facturing supplies and capital requirements, upon its
the history which woupd one day chronic e .<>mpc t ^astern jjrother. That its desire for free trade relations
annexation. with*the United States is not born of a burden carried

Sir William friestldy, an English member of parlia- ^ shape of duties is seen in the latest trade statistics. ■* 
merit,.has just visited thf Dominion. Although a strong ^ rov;nces Qf Manitoba, Alberta and Saskatchewan 
free trader in his. owri country, he stands firm as apro- |flSt vcar duty amounting to $0,019,269, and received
tectionist in Can^djf. Etie natural tendency of youtl^ be r customs duties $7,3«5»356- The hankering of the 
it national or othefwifel's Tor adequate protection. is formor American citizen for goods, at a low price, which
a country grows, bopujation increases, resources are he uscd to buy in his home town, is quite natural. The
developed, and m.MhilWjuring interests take a hand in make lower tariff duties help to counterbalance
the world’s market thi| desire for protection becomes extravagancc. is also natural. To appeal for
more feeble. By granting reciprocity to the United ^ goods from a foreign country at the expense of 
States, or concessions meaning the same thing, a nation the‘ Canadian manufacturer, whose faith and Capital is 
of less'than 8,aoo,bda of people would be pitted against .fi the Dominion, is selfish. In addition to the
a nation of more thrjn 80,600,000 in a battle of commerce Xmeriran intiment, so strongly marked in Western 
and manufacturing. That such should be the case, would • . there ,s another factor to lie considered, one
he all the more pitiful* because every country exercising which *4ould result from a weakening of the tariff wall, 
its national instinc to trade, is desirous of buying trom .g ^ ;nfluence of the American trust or combine,

selling to Canitia. which ;n certain lines of business, dictates* prices and
Without anv festering, many agents arc at work , jslation- jheir influence is already felt in this country 

making holes thro igh t ie tariff barriers erected around ^ thc case of the packing house and the oil trade, 
the international bofinjdaj ry line. Through these are run- Jhe bj American trusts could soon work havoc among 
ning our trains an I theiN. The railroad steel knows no Canadian industries. There is every reason for the 
countrv. It caters ! t<;> freight of all nationalities. All Qttawa government at the coming conference to preserve 
kinds of monev help; th pay dividends. A disposition Canada.s natlona| individuality in a commercial sense, 
there is to divert «tug freight traffic through American ^ Dominion is not sufficiently experienced or strong to 
ports, a matter which rjiay become a serious drawback . £ trade concessions to our neighbors 
to the general development of the Dominion. Mr. \\ hit- whjch w;n irreparably damage our future. 
ne\ says that if thé Un ted States were to admit Cana- _____
diart grain free of gnrjiff
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charges, much of it would stay 
with them for hoirie consumption and a portion of it
ex'ic'tlv^vçha^^ve'drjntot want, for then comes the possi- The Railway Commission, through its chairman^ 

bilitv as suggvstcl bf Sir George W. Ross, that Mani- Judge Mabee, has made plain that its 0^aal P^mgs 
mb!, w^eat migh ; 4.s ly lose- its identity bv passing are not to be regarded as superficial. voràs, «* ■

ait iSt Paul or Chicago and thence by commission’s investigations must be looked upo - 
be Erie dull "to American ports for the British investigations. Two important hearings have ye: to'take 

market, if it lost Itt ^entity, the price would necessarily place, those respecting telephone and te'eKraP' rat<£ 
fall to the level of tht,:.Xrlerican grades of inferior quality, The Bell Telephone Company has already no 
which do not command he highest price. As Sir George intention of increasing the rates ,n Toronto one argu 
Ross savs • “The sdffftv of the Western Canadian farmer ment being that those in the city should Pa> 'B .
S To Sd his wheithrpugh Canadian channels with its in order to give those in the newly-annexed, d,stmts a 

identity unqucstjonNl rather than through American lower rate; In this connection it is interesting 
channels wdiere it foul d lose its distinctive character, Qf the powers of the Public Service Commission. _
or perhaps be used to bolster up the quality of an inferior York State, which has recently acquired Jur,sd,.c
or ptmaps ne u P to thc profit of ,he the- telephone and telegraph companies operating there.

grain.” One of its first acts has been to make an order retP""n6
the question of ports is recog- the New York Telephone Company to file a sc u e

republic. The Montreal harbor showing the number of pay stations operated within me
commissioners petHfips have done much in Canada for Hty of New York, together with the gross earnings 

■ port improvementj (rid the same will be accomplished for received therefrom. , teleohone
St. John, Halifax. ! Quebec. Mr, Whitney, of Boston The commission has also required eey

that New Yorlf, Br «ton and Portland are the natural corporation under its jurisdiction to filf '
:rade of Eastern Canada, and he mission schedules which will show by each exc a g
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thusiasm has run Avay with discretion. It may be that standard rates adopted and now
New York, Boston land Portland are the natural outlets new business. , hone
for Eastern Canada 'exports,. but they are not our national The commission has also ordered that all ‘ I 
outlets, which is à far more important point. Mr. Whit- companies under its jurisdiction file a sche u < s
nev mav live long enough to witness the rapid develop- ,JJ rates, rentals and charges for services of ear «
ment of Canada’s Wort it arid-harbors. The elevators for every kind by or over its line or lines between pom 
storing and handling Canadian grain he thinks should this State, and -between each point, upon its ,n?s . 
jM. kx-ated his >idi of (he line and our steamers, should points upon every line leased or operated > 1 • 
at least winter ini New York, Boston or Portland. all points upon the Une of any other telephone <<>rpo^

We are told l y powerful New York interest’s that tion whenever a through service or joint rate s a
the commercial ah iex(itiqn of Canada is long overdue, been established between any two points.
This expresses tin- neighboring national feeling. During ,Surh schedules are required to show also a r a 
the past five vears. m-iry than 400,000 Americans have and all privileges or facilities granted or allowed an< ^ ^ 

(>me hi dwell among us for the same reason which now rules or regulations or forms of contract whir 1 r^a-_
impels their country to sweep away tariff barriers. The any wise change, affect, or determine any of t VI^ 

, reason is that Caratja is a country of almost \ irgin op- gafe of the rates, rentals or charges for the seryr 
port unity. These -|o<},oço and the hundreds of thousands j dered. This is indeed a judicial probe.

.....an Atlantic ports are not to be separately those of its patrons or 
titi >n with the American Atlantic receiving telephone service of any character at r.« es
r business. Here we fear his en- charges which vary or differ in any respect rom

in force for contracting
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