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Money in Wool.

A letter received by ‘“ The Farmer’s Advocate”’

therefore read with keen interest

the article by W. R. Dewar, in this issue of ““ The

from Herbert A. Holdsworth, ‘‘ Bellevue Farm,”’ Farmers’ Advocate,”” describing the California
- Ve W © ’ ’ . . o ) )

Northumberland Co., Ont., recalls an illuminating I'ruit-growers’ Exchange, one of the most con-

discussion on the subject of Canadian wools and plete organizations of its kind in the world to-

wool marketing at the last annual meeting of the day. It aims not merely to find markets, but to
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got put bearing upon marketing probabilities

is secured from consuming and distributing cen-

attention to the conglomeration of sorts brought lers, and upon probable supplies from other nro-

together in a given district. Tt is most unfortu- Ju¢ing countries.  The promoters of the orvani-
nate that farmers who do keep sheep in any scc- 2zation of citrus fruit-growers appear to juve
tion of country do not stick to a given type of solved many vexed problems, such as giving  the

sheep.  Any good breed rightly handled will make °little feliows ™ and the © big feliows ' an equal
the owner money; and, while men will exercise. “how, and combining flexibility with strencth of
their individual prefcrences, they would be very tules and regulations.

much further ahead all round if community dis- S B

tricts were developed and districts made a name
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for themselves as producers of certain classes of ) o ‘
1 It is glad tidings we are hearing from the Gov-

wool, as certain counties have be-

sheep and just

ernment, the experimental stations, from the

Boiled down, the Joyous news read that

) . and
come famous for certain classes of horses or cat-
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“Crops are good.” Spring weather has heen

you-please individualism 1s in many cases carried

favorable, all conditions are hopeful, the outlook
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After shipping his wool, Mr. Ioldsworth

*“The three

FOUNDED 1866

, A Country Life Conference in
: Iowa.

of ““ The real rural-life problem will not be solved
with  till we

establish and build up better schools,
churches, and rural organizations. They must
- all grow together and reach the highest eflicienc,

before we have the best that is possible in coun
try life.”
This was the keynote of the conference on

rural life, as sounded by Dean (. I°. Curtiss, who
had issued the call for the conference and presided
at its meetings. The meeting was held at Ames,
Lowa, June 22nd to 24th, just at the close of the
two weeks' short course in agriculture and do-
mestic science that has been in session there. A
notable list of the men who are doing things in a

practical way for the betterment of country life
were there from all over the corn-belt States. 1t
was a conference of practical men. Not a pro-

fessional sociologist was on the programme. Many
of the speakers were farmers and teachers and
preachers who have been up against’’ the prob-
lems they discussed, and have successfully  coped
with them. [t was an *‘ experience meeting '’ of
sueccesses.

Two of the most interesting speakers were I11i-

nois men, Rev. Clair S. Adains, of Bement, and
Rev. M. B. MecNutt, of Plaintield. Both are
earnest, practical men, with the eloquence given
hy firm conviction and powerful purpose. Both

knew what they were talking about. Mr. Adams
told, first, what he had found out in investigating
42 country communities in Central Illinois. In

the rich districts, where land sold for $190 to
5250 per acre, he found that 55 per cent. of the
land was farmed by tenants, only 66 per cent. of

whom held leases for periods of five yvears or
more. Country life was not attractive in most
of the neighborhoods. The social, educational
and religious sides of country life were worse
than the material conditions, when compared to
the same factors in the towns. Ile found that
the average school vear for the country boy and

girl was 98 days, against 116 dayvs for the town
child. The couritry teacher received $35 to $70
per month, against %16 to $150 for the town
teacher. Country schools were for the most part
poorly equipped, and the teachers ineflicient,
though usually conscientious and h ird-workine. Of
the 225 country churches of all
visited by Mr. Adams, only 77 have grown any in
the past ten years, 55 have stood still. 56 have
tost., and 47 have been abandone( completely. If
the averages for the State are in the same pro-
portions as for the districts visited, 1,600 country

denominations

churches have died in Illinois in the last ten
rears, and 1,000 more are ready to die. He
found 397 people to each church, while the
churches averacved 1925 members each ; 31 per
cent.  of  the rural population were church

rmembers, 19 per cent. went to church, and 183
per cent. to Sundav School, Two of the richest
communities investicated sent only 9 per cent. of
their people to church e then told of the
country mission system which he has estab-
lished at Bement. He has built up a circuit of

five country  bhranches surrounding the central
town clureh. These are really federate churches,
made up of the members of churches of all de-
nominations who have no live chureh near., and
are al. established in abandoned churches., These
federations touch every phase of the country life,
social, relicious, educational, and recreative. They
have established agricultural classes,  women's
clubs, mission societies, basehall teams, Sunday

Schools,  pienies,  and anyvthine  and everything
clean and that appeals to the

conntry people’s longing for knowledge, fun, social

that is good, and

life. or to the religious nature. Mr. Adams be-
lieves that this plan is the solution for the
country church problem till the stace is reached
when church union can he accomplished, e em-

phasized the importance of the country church to
the church and Half the people
of the nation are countr preanle It is
or unimportant matter to

nation at larce
no small

mimister to 50 million

too far. i« ) i ) people I"?‘nm the conuntry come thu |w|<|l'l‘>¢; H'.“)
_ ) S propitious. per cent. of the men in ““ Wao's Who in America
Other speakers at the meeting in question When crops are good, the Train of Prosperity  come from the forms The death of the country
called attention to the ill-condition in  which a has a clear track and the right of was chureh means a change for the worse in  the na-
great deal of Canadian wool is marketed, and Bear this in mind, Lot it '“,“I."’,” vou, en. Uonts leadership, and it has alrewdy bhorne fruit
personal testimony was given by breeders how  conrace vol, give vou faith in tae ‘|“.\'\ which 1N a scarcily of ministers which will probably be
better attention to quality had improved their re- are to come, cansoe You to perk up. to push  yvour ""'” .""'”")' and "‘I"l"'» Itis  final t‘elllu was l‘urv a
turns Subsequently, during  the season  past, Dbusiness,and to do it with confidence that you ¢ ‘,v},l,"h' ' “;‘ pentld s isial, vut omy e be) i
articles and letters in ““The Farmer's Advocate '’ will reap a large harvest of \_‘l'(n‘ni Irs I EREL— e .

o ) ) nadian honlement and \ehicle Trade. Reve Mo B MeNatt, of Plainficld, [llinois, has
shed further light on the subject, notably a com- S wnedy dopends om Ve Tern. \nd vet there #ccomplished  much (he same results, hut  has
nomication from Iorn Bros., a well-known  wool Afe  Those  sehio think (hat the was l”‘““”\‘_ a  worked from a single ruridl chiureh. \fter out-
len manufacturing firm, of Victoria County, who, Country wreat is to handicap agriculture hiv fore lining some of the difficultios of conntry-life ad-
in this way, and through advertisement, made g farmer to pay artificial prices for all they vaneement. such as distance, lack of public spirit,
known their willingness to pay a premium for DUV, [t i s wood deal like rying to fatten a ‘!1'¢[u;‘||'w‘i;|tmn Gt I‘m‘“‘“"“\' ek o ”M'r"(‘i”:

o » pir by choking him canool country Tife, lack of co-operation, lack of
really stiperior Canadian-crown wool shipped {o leaders and the spirit of leadership, and lack  of
their establishment. That these  admonitions ) B the vision of the possibilities of country life, he
have not fallen upon deaf cars, is shown by the Durine the scorching weather of JJun md early told what had bheen done in the lainfield com-
letter fromm Mr. Holdsworth, who tells us that he July, thase ““local thunderstoris which® the “f”“i"\' in ten YEADS, to overcome these diflicul-
is a wood many dollars  ahead hecanse  of  (he ather man mentioned  every few s seerned t””" Inxluu.l o Erging tu \\\“"]\ city plans under

¢ . ) . i ) : conntry conditions, Mr. MeNutt has but one re-
articles appearing in “ The Farmer's Advocate, very decidedly loeal. At least, they were searee livious service each  week in the  chureh itsell.

Until he  had  seen  their advertiscment in this  in some parts of

a
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'his is the preaching and Sunday School held on
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