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Th. New Agricultural Tert-Book. “““i." "nSK _

reviewed by MR. john dearness, inspector of I the scientific method, if we could, the meaning I 
PUBLIC schools for east Middlesex. of drainage, what soils it benefits and the kinds

B, «h. 6w »< It. publish»»» h... M. h“«7,Æ »”»“« I « \\ ‘™'~

us a copy of the Public School Agriculture. siit-ba.sinS, junction-tiles and snipe-bill scoops ; The uncertain and, in most cases, unsatis- 
This is a new text-book on the “ First Prin- I by the time boys now in the Third Book are I factory returns received by the farmers of the 
ciples ” written by Messrs. James Mills, M. A., engaged in draining their farms these may all be older provinces 0f the Dominion from the grow- 
and Thomas Shaw, of the Agricultural College, ^'fo^txaJtdMo sfy, °» InTon'y’lan^they ing of grain as the principal dependence, should, 
Guelph, and published by the J. E. Bryant Co., (d jibing machines) cannot profitably be used.” it seems to me, lead them to turn their »tten- 
Toronto It is a handy volume of 250 pages, I The day may not be distant when more ditching tion more generally to the raising and feeding of 
small octavo, substantially bound, nicely illus- will be done by machinery, even in stony and, 8tock. It must be patent to all that we
Üa mil print,/ in »« k •»» Ütîhfi L.o, .«„». » »»,.» .1» »,

small for a school book, otherwise the publish- But t)le criticism that teachers will likely newer provinces and the Northwest in the pro 
have done their part remarkably well. | most frequently make is that much of the book duction 0f wheat, which is a very uncertain orop 

The size of type was probably chosen to is couched in language too technical and dithcu t t 8ections 0f Ontario and the Eastern

Z ,.V.« <,«,».«,/»- mLp„„ 1»,» IS 1- th»« »».!»»
the limits of a forty cent text-book. The f,et the opening chapters (second and third) state been made the principal orop, a combination 
work is a veritable multum in parvo. Even that nitrogen forms “ i to 4 „Per,cle,nti °: unfavorable circumstances has made it more an

... the small type the authors again and the dry combustible part of plants and about un8ati8factory. In the first place, a con-again bewail the lack of space. Some idea of U to j ^nVif^lay sub-soil.” ChikFreu tinual cropping for many years J^w-th the 

extent to which condensation obtains is inPth" third class arc not supposed to know same crop, has had the effect of depleti g
hv the fact that the opening chapter, in either fractions or percentage. Examples might ü of the elements necessary to the production
sz«... l ,yb, - -—» - r.“

the different kinds of bodies, solids, liquids and f^ whom tL book is supposed to be on very many farms where, twenty years ago,
gases chemical affinity, simple and compound written. Almost the whole of the thirteenth to 60 bushels per acre was an averag P. P
8 , ’ M oxv„en nitrogen, carbon-dioxide, chapter, the longest (fifty-one pages) and one of aW theae 8ame counties do not now give an
substances, oxygen, mtrog. > ; the most importent in the book, is expressed m J more than twenty five bushels. The
ammonia, composition of the atmosphere the much too abstruse for public school * 8 produoed leaves but little
Linnaean division of natural objects, and the pu«Ug6 Kor example ‘mount of straw proa of min.

É1SM11111 5SSSSE2S?the Public Schools. It would not be difficult duction of work er of “ t {he proportion of great majority of cases but little grain is fed to 
for a child to commit the six pages to memory, “®?Per^^fsttion to protein consumption is th t k kept. Such a course readily accounts Luttime used in Coring the mind wi^h words S tgU^-^Ü ££Sm£hed yield; but in Edition to this
di7rth randtoSst1Sof r other Ze there u the fact of considerably lower price,
much enlarged, simplified and illustrated by On toodJthat is,^ the prf) ,'rtton must not be than formerly received. With prices ranging in
experiments^and object-lessons, the purpose for I tcmlarge, or else there willjiot^ enough of protean I ihboTbood 0f 8eventy-five cents per
wE th. .ubj.cti, "I”» ‘b. curriculum & =%’.»„ ,'d », ,W.,1, uptolk, b«,h.V,th,,.
"“IgriLto"' »».,-« 1« PfblP'» T “tL quotation, gir. . ..m..h.t «-U — «™>ï * »•
based on the sciences of chemistry botany, ..^^"technicality of the language, because evidently gone, probably never to return, ana 
geology, zoology and physiology. The same of th^ t usyed have been previously nQW the McKinley tariff has so completely para-
methods that have been successfully employed expiamed ; nevertheless, they show s of forming, that for the present
■;;£; ““S2f-Si “hS A«“î E!L* <-*£» m a*

that have faded in those may be expected to noubtkss much is expected of the teacher. But denoe on barley is gloomy indeed,
fan in the latter also. What a waste of Doubtless ^ majority 0f the teachers T„ an observing mind one of the worst features
precious time took place in our High Schools * f t schools are young ladies who have j the general system of farming in
œ b»»-y -ouSet, «r» ». 3B”“f‘%0:5bu ”0:r. «... .. »«. ^
th^laboTatory When Roscoe’s manual, good as servl"f p™udPy science for their certificates, tion 0f plowed land, the consrque

s£»»Ssfs&L Sajsr-n rt: 1". r:<
nlm.1”». four ‘“IB tajkW» prooou.n, «.ch.ri of th.ri .ud toor.h thing, would J ,„d

wriUeVu^u .method tlu,t will c.u»tW pupil «'«“» ^ », impieeion grow, tb.t th. ^ ™tiuoou.l, lor

examination ot "hlf th ;nciples to be taught, more educative va > of a 8Ü0. Twenty ing, Well, it seems to me it cannot be
personal discovery of th 1 deepiy specifications for th i,e very differently con- I g K, it : certain that unless some

~ch« », 'S) BVJS™.e,f»i" r-ï‘. “ ~-y 's**ï-J2ir»éïSS3 c.“d 00». ..!• bred ...i ..ü w. •1;i1nV”r,t
lot,, each couttuiM1 * oth.r, »i»i ..t.ud.d, »od «»«. on^to „d .1..,, ..u»d. SuuM
lightly and coPlously’ lt9 would be obtained garden, on^ farm I (;ar(. of sick stock 8e[dom or ever raise a boom. One thing is cer-
from the saucers, , :na„e baking of the poultry raising, manual of agri- , - and feeds cattle is constantly
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