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TOPICS OF AN OLD- 
TIMER

Hamilton Reminiscences Continued-lrish 
Families whose names have passed 
Away-Denis Moore and others who 
Last the Faith—John Patterson still 
Survives —George and William 
Lynd—*• The Learned Pig “ Isle 
of Beauty "—John Alden. wood tur
ner -Edward McGivern Dick ” 
Feeny—“ Bill ' Branigan -Tassey 
and Ray s Grammar School—Mr. 
Ireland. Hardware Merchant—Niel 
larapbell The Sweetman Family - 
John Christian Tom Flynn and the 
First Hamilton Directory Stephen 
Dliver, Auctioneer- Cheevers an 
Irishman Teacher Fenton—The 
First Telegraph Operator—Teachers 
Casey and Downey.

My readers do not seem to tire of 
iny Hamilton reminiscences so fat 
as 1 can learn Of the Irish names 
of ihe by-gone days still extant, that 
of Denis Moore seems the most con
spicuous The Stinsons have dis
appeared. the Magtlls have vanished, 
the Irwins aie heard of no more, the 
Murphys have left but a trace, but 
the name of “D. Moore” still lives 
a.s a business legend, though hiius*'!f 
long deceased. What descendants he 
ha left, if any, 1 have not learned. 
I used to think Denis Moore was 
American horn because of Ins asso
ciation with American people, such 
as the .lacksons, hut that was not 
T ht- ca»e, he was Canadian born Not
withstanding his broad Irish Catholic 
name, lie was a Protestant, a Metho
dist, 1 believe. I suppose he was a 
waif, caught up by the prevailing 
wind, when he had neither father nor 
mother to care for his education 
oi bringing up, like so many others 
ot his kind tilling Protestant pulpits 
throughout the bioad expanse of 
English-speaking North America. If 
I am ciedibly informed, and I believe 
I am, there were several other uwn- 
eis of Irish Catholic patronymics in 
Hamilton who abandoned the faith 
of their fathers and embraced Protes
tantism through motives of worldly 
prudence and became conspicuous 
members of society.

X mon g the early Irish citizens of 
Hamilton of whom . 1 have not yet 
tnade mention was Mr. John Patter
son. adopted son of Mi John Iliad- 
lev Mr. Bradley was a wealthy ho
telkeeper with no children of his 
own. and 1 understand willed his 
whole estate to Mr Patterson. Mr. 
Patterson is a man who has seen 
the events of marly the whole life 
of Hamilton and is yet hale and 
hearty in the enjoyment of his 81 
wars of life “When "Old-Timer, 
as a box. knew him, he was one of 
the live and gay voting men of the 
city. He was tall, muscular and 
handsome, with a good deal to say. 
In the forties he used to drive the 
British Coffee House omnibus to “the 
Lake” to meet the steamboats and 
lake visitors to the hotel The ho
tel busses were a feature of Ham
ilton life in those days, and Mr. 
Patterson was the most spectacular 
driver of all the drivers that mount
ed boxes. I remembei an illuminated 
coat he used to w eal as driver, cov
ered all over with bounding wild 
animals, such as leopards and tig
ers; and the great, long whip he us
ed to flourish, while his horses were 
the sleekest and his buss among the 
very best. I remember how the dri
vers of the different busses used to

chin” each other while at the land
ing waiting for the steamboats to 
come in. and how Mr. Patterson us
ed to discomfit the other tellcws by 
the verbal shots he used to fire at 
them, pointed with wit and sarcasm 
Mi Patterson I understand. sin< • 
those jolly days in the good old 
times, ha< filled main positions of 
responsibility and value to the city, 
while now in his retirement he en
joys every comfort free from the 
pangs of phyeiea! pain or suffering

George and William Lynd were two 
brothers who in the forties kept ho
tel in Hamilton. They were from tlie
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North of . «I and were pretty in. 
telligent mei. Both were red-headed 
Their hotel was on the north-east 
comer of John and King William 
streets. It was named the Nortb- 
Aiuencan Hotel. They succeeded an 
American named Van Ever), a tail, 
dark, lean and lank peisunage. 1 
think that it was Van Every, who 
kept the house when the ' Learned 
Pig'* was exhibited in its parlor. 1 
witnessed that peeformaace. The pig 
was a little fellow. Who trained lam 
1 do not know, but the man who ex- 

| Inbited him was Dan Bice, after
wards famous as an American circus 
clown The pig among otnet accom
plishments, played card». Hamil
ton's best known gamble) was 
brought in to contest at cards with 
the gruuter. His name was “Bill” 
Moran, who once kept a hotel on 
James street, on the opposite side 
of the street from the market-house 
and a little north of it. Of course, 
Moran was vanquished. I do not re
member now what game it was they 
played, but Rice always pointed out 
to the pig what card to take in its 
mouth and lay down. George Lynd 

I used to take a hand in local politics 
and seemed to co-operate with "Ter- 
i v Branigan l remen 
tiie two in 1849, when I was in 
Hamilton, leading a mob in the old 
city hall, hut the merits of that 
meeting eludes me. William Lynd 
was the younger of the two brothers. 
He was of a literary turn of mind 
and Ixdongal to the Hamilton Ama
teur Theatrical Society, corner of 
Rebecca and Catherine streets, after
wards burned down He was some
what sentimental The printing of
fice in which I then worked was in 
an opposite corner of the same 
street, and one day he brought me in 
a sweet little poem railed “Isle of 
Beauty Care Thee Well,” to set up 
and prit t a hundred copies of it for 
him A copy of that poem rame in
to my hands a short time ago and 
it touched me very much The "Isle 
of Beauty” was Ireland and the au
thor was Samuel Lover. I have it 
some where now and will ask the edi
tor to republish it. Where the Lends 
went to I do not know

John XIden was an Irishman who 
kept a turner’s shop on John street 
next to Kinmouth the tailor, on the 
east side of the street, and used to 
do work for “Hickory” Clark, the 
cabinet-maker, whose shop was at 
the south end of the same* block. 1 
think there were two brothers of the 
Aldens and they were Kerry men and 
ardent repealers, and members ot the 
Catholic congregation of St. Mary's 
Parish of that day. They moved 
away but where to 1 cannot tell.

Edward McGivern, an iifahinau. 
was prominent in those days. Where 
his shop was puzzles rue a little 
now, but he was a saddler and har
ness-maker. 1 tlimi he was a bro
ther of the McGi”"*rn who was an 
important man in st. Catharines and 
was subsequently a member of par
liament Indeed I don't know hut 
u hat he filled a similat public posi 
tion
iy
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loon or drinking place down James 
street, where gambling with cards 
was also carried on. The fixation 
was neatly opposite Christ’s Church 
where the Cathedral stantis now. 
The “Lilliputian Argus” frequently 
found occasion to allude to the exist
ence of this place and the doings that 
were « arried on there “In the 
days of old, in the days of gold, in 
E'c days of forty-nine, “Bill be
took himself to California to seek 
lus fortune. But he was unfortunate 
in getting blinded by the high winds 
and blowing sands of San Fiancisco. 
After a lapse of two years, however, 
lie recovered his sight, having lieen 
cured by Dr Hardee, an occulist and 
father of the present Governor of 
California. Aflet twenty years he 
returned ami married “the girl he left 
behind hint" and vent hack to the 
“Land of Gold” and big pears.

Many ot Hamilton's boys were pu
pils of Tassev and Ray's Grammai 
School Tassey was a very scholarly 
man and a mtivr of Ihiblm. He 
taught school in Hamilton for many 
years and afterwatds removed to 
(•alt. where lus school was well 
known. I don't know but what Mr. 
Beasley, the city clerk, is one of Ins 
scholars. 1 am not aware of wlir.t 
nationality Mr. Ray was, hut lie was 
known as “Dr” Ray. 1 have 
itown many “Dr.” Rays; one of 

them was once editor of the Chicago 
"Tribune.” At any rate lie disap

peared fiom school and from Ham
ilton one day and never teturned. 
It was said lie went exploring in 
the Arctic regions and endeavored to 
find the North Hole or Sir John 
Ki.inkini I remembei his appear» 
ance very well, and it was distin- 
guished

D< .'iafil Stewart, who lost his life 
in the Desjardin (.'anal railroad 
catastrophe in 1857, and the young
est sister, Mary, who was very 
handsome, went to Ireland to take 
possess11m of i fortune that was be
queathed her by a rich relative of her 
father. Some of the Sweet man's 
used to sing in the St Mary's 
'-huitii choir and they hud good 
Voices.
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Christian iront Dublin, wh 
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found employment in the 
office. He was one of the 
th >se days'* hut not much < 
er. He lived a long time 
Ion and died there.

A fainilv named Flynn i a me to 
Hamilton from Dublin in the early 
forties, and t lie lather, Thomas 
Flynn, started a dairy and sold 
milk. He was a pretty energetic 
soit of a fellow and wanted to be 
Hamilton’s first directory publisher. 
But he could not raise the cash 
to undertake the enterpi ise I lie» id 
him say once he would “get out a 
dilatory if it took every coin lie 
had but he never got a directory 
oui The achievement of publishing 
the first Hamilton Directory was 
acquired by Riehatd R Donnelly, a 
Hamilton hov, who subsequently. in 
Chicago, became one of the world's 
greatest diiertoi y publishers. and 
bei a me famous in that line of en
terprise belorr his death. His son. 
Reuben R Donnelly, now publishes 
the Chicago Directory A son of 
Thomas Flynn and of flic same 
name learned the printing trade in 
llie "Gazette office

himself in Hamilton subsequent-

“Dick” Feeny was a tall athletic 
Irishman who was feared for his 
prowess and hasty temper. On a 
certain occasion when the lower 
part of the city was all “commons ’ 
the two Martins Richard and John, 
were firing with a gun at a target 
placed on a rise in the giound west 
of McNab street, and did not suppose 
there was any one near Presently 
a man came rushing up from the 
hollow w ith fire in his eye and fut y 
in his motions as if coming to kill 
some one. He fancied that he was 
taken for a laiget and was reckless
ly fired at The voting gentlemen af
ter standing a great deal of abuse, 
finally pacified him and he returned 
to his work of digging a drain or 
something of that kind, without an
nihilating any one.

‘ Bill” Branigan was a son .John 
Bianigan and a nephew of “Tern 
Rianigan the baker. He kept a sa-
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Stephen Oliver, an Irishman, was 
Hamilton’s foremost auctioned in 
the forties He was a gentlemanly 
and reliable man and did a thriving 
business. His store or auction room j 
wa> a two-story frame building, at 
the southeast corner of King and 

| Hughsun streets. “S Oliver, aue-1 
|vuwer," vassal thy bullam.pf many j 
' ,i sale bill in those d.t\s
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Mi- Mary Sweet mail, the mother 
of the Sweet man family. w as a w i
dow who hound shtx'.s for a living 
at lier home on Tyburn street, now 
Jackson. I believe She was a sis
ter of Mi Gilbert, the hotel-keeper 
and was a very intelligent, gentle 
and amiable pet son. Kite had sever
al sons and daughters, the eldest of 
them being “Mick” Sweetman, a ra
ther dissolute printer, who was a 
go.xi singer and had a good voice. 
Another brother was William Sweet
man .a young man of good rharac- 
tvi. who followed the hoot and shoe 
business. One of the sisters was 
Ann. who married Toddv Hower, 
an Irish printer of not much conse
quence. who followed Robert Smiley 
from Kingston and was employai on 
the “Spectator." He was from 
Waterford City in Ireland, but was 
no great credit to the “t'rbs in 
Tat ta " Another sister was married 
to a Mr. Stewart, a brother of

vs Mr John 
terson. during my recent visit, 
su red me lie was an Irishman. 
Cheevers is strange name for 
Irishman not withstanding

*at-
as-
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an

Among the Irish school teachers 
that I remember in those early days 
was a Mr. Fenton, who taught a 
private school. X son of his was 
the first telegraph operator of Ham
ilton, and if I err not a Mr. Cart
ridge was manage: of the first tele
graph office, in 181(1 Other school
teachers I remember was a Mr. Cas
ey, who taught a Catholic school 
either on Tyburn or Heel street. An
other teacher that I have a pleasant 
recollection of was Mr. Downey, fa
ther of the present Ontario represen
tative for South Wellington, and 
publisher of the Guelph Daitv Her
ald. God bless hint*

WILLIAM HALLEY.
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THE SERPENT'S TRAIL
Across the English Reformation—Re

markable Article From a Protes
tant Paper.

The following article is taken from 
“The Lamp,’ a Protestant Episcopal 
weekly paper devoted to the so-call
ed “Catholic" movement in the An
glican Church and its kindred organ
ization in this country, the Protest
ant Episcopal Church. The article 
will serve many useful purposes 
among membeis of the one, holy. Ca
tholic and Apostolic Church. The 
art trie is as follow s:

Since the outset of the Oxford 
Movement in nothing have Auglo-Va- 

| t hoi its been more backward than in 
I the effoits they have made to rein- 
i state the Immaculate Mother of G<xi 
| in the place of honor which she field 

m the English Church prior to the 
Erast tan Captivity.

The trial of the Seipent across the 
English Reformation is indicated 
most clearly by three chief luatks 
of the devil's handiwork, viz.: the 

; abolition of objective worship ofiei 
; cd to Jesus Christ present in Mass, 
devotion to the Mother ot G<xi 
throned beside her Son in Heaven, 
and obalience to Christ's Ynar 

I throned in the Chair of Peter on 
eat th.

There is no lie foiged in hell more 
I in conflict with the will of God ex- 
1 pressed in Scripture and Catholic 
tradition than the Protestant conceit 
that they honor Christ best who 
most ignore the existence of His 
Mother.

“What God hath joined logethet let 
no man put asunder," and there is 

. no divorce more horrible as a flag
rant violation of the fiat of Almigh
ty God than the divorce made by 
the Protestant reformer between 
Christ and the Blessed Virgin. The 
fruit of such violence to revealed 
truth must of necessity be all sorts 
and kinds of heresy and goes far to 

l explain the skepticism and unbelief 
which honeycomb the Chureh of F.ng- 

l land to-day.
Once again we repea’, “What God 

hath joined logethet let no man put 
asunder.”

How it is possible to keep alive 
within us any vital sense of the in
carnation, “the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us,” if we deliber
ately shut out of our minds and 
hearts all thought and devotion to 
Mary, the mother who conceived 
“the Word made flesh' in her womb, 
nursed Him as a babe at her 
breast, lived with Him as His con
stant companion for thirty vears at 

| Nazareth, stood by Him while He 
was crucified, received into her amir 
His body taken down rom the Cross 
and after her glorious Assumption 

| was seen by St John enthroned in 
heaven, the consort of Christ'*

The fault with Anglo-Catholies is 
not so much in thoit theology with 
regard to the Blessed Virgin as in 
their failure to put it into practice. 
Certain of our Anglican divines be
ginning with John Keble have said 
and written main beautiful and or
thodox things about the Dei para, 
some of which will live as long as 
Christian literature lives, but when 
it comes to saving the Hail Mary 
and employing the Rosary as a 
means of a personal address to the 
Holy Mother of God, the Anglo- 
Catholic who does this is a rata 
avis among his fellows. “The Com
munion of Saints” as a matter of ac
tual, every-day intercourse between 
the members of the Church on earth 
and the saints who reign with Christ 
in heaven, is a sealed hook to nine- 
tenths of those Anglicans who love 
to call themselves Catholics It makes 
us bow our heads in shame and blush 
fot our co-religionists when wo make 
this confession, but it is good to 
own our faults and shortcomings and 
bewail our ignorances, for in doing 
<o we are taking the first steps to
wards reform

What English and American church-
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men need to realize in order to be
come the same zealous lovers of 
Mary that our forefathers were, is 
that in Mary we have a Mother,
who like her Divine Son, “can he 
foretold with the feeling of our in
firmities, ' and by the side of our 
great High Priest ever stands “to 
make intercession for us.” We need 
to know that her knowledge is great 
enough, her love boundless enough 
and her power vast enough to eZu
lu ace us every one, so that whoso
ever among us cries to her st ts rever
berating the heart strings of a ma
ternal love that has at its command 
the inexhaustible resources of hea
ven.

As to ihe ability of the Blessed 
\ irgin to hear and answer prayers 
the testimony to be derived from the 
actual experience of the faithful 
from time immemorial is limitless 
What more creditable witnesses 
could be brought into court than the 
men and women who in their sever
al generations attained to a pre
eminence over all others for sancti
ty' And if one takes the trouble to 

1 udy the lives of the greatest Ca
tholic saints they will find them 
teeming with testimony to the "lively 
interest taken by the Mother of God 
in the affairs of men. Many of the 
aints were the recipients of person

al visits from the Blessed Virgin, 
a- they themselves have attested
Wien St Paul on shipboard assures 
his fellow-passengers that there stood 
by him in the night the angel of the 
Lord and said Fear not, Patti, 
tl.ou must lx- brought before Cae
sar, and God hath given thee all 
them that sail with thee,” he shows 
his own faith in the reality of the 
angel's visit by saving: ' Therefore 
sirs, be of good cheer, for I believe 
God that it shall be even as it was 
told me,” and what subsequently 
happened to the ship and its crew 
prover', that his faith was well 
grounded So •:, regard to the ap
paritions of Our Lady to the saints. 
They believed and acted on their be
lief, and when the Catholic Church 
saw the fulfillment of the alleged vis
ion in alter events the Church her
self believed.

As a modern instance, take the ap- 
1 parition of the Blessed Virgin to the 
peasant girl at Lourdes. The hun- 

I rireds upon hundreds of well authenti
cated miracles of healing which have 
taken place at Lourdes and are still 
of constant occurrence have been en
ough to cknfirm the faith of Catho
lic the world over in the reality of 
what the peasant girl reported, and 
it is no proof of our superior order 
as rational beings if w< 'es.sing 
and calling ourselves Anglo-Cat ho 
lies, refuse to accept such evidence 
as is thus afforded.

The great Jesuit Society, which 
lor the mentality and scholarship of 
its members probably had no equal 
in the world, had for a founder a 
hard-headed, stmng-mindal soldier, 
whom it would be absurd to style 
a rattle-brained visionary, and yet 
whosoever is at all familiar with 

, the history of Ignatius Loyola must 
know how firmly he believed that he 
was visited by the Mother of God 
and thqt he was immensely helped b> 
her in ’•II he undertook ad majorent 
Dei Gloriatn. Just within the gates 
of St. Andrew's Novitiate at Pough
keepsie, where hundreds of Jesuits 
receive their magnificent training, is 
a beautiful stone chapel which is 

dedicated to Out Lady of the Way- 
side. and stands there a monument 
in stone to the unquestioning faith 
of every Jesuit in a certain aji- 
pearanee of the Mother of God to 
St. Ignatius as he knelt at a wa>- 
side shrine erected to the Holy Vir
gin's honor. Were all the proofs 
which the archives of the Church 
contain of the active part which 
t he Mother of Jesus has since her 
Assumption into heaven taken in the 
affairs of Catholic believers on earth 
a volume would have to he compilai 
much larger than the Bible.

To reject all this testimony and 
hold oneself sujierior to the combin
ed wisdom and experience of the Ca
tholic faithful since primitive 
times, is not to give evidence of a 
finer intelligence than a Bonaven- 
ture or a Thomas Aquinas possess
ed, hut rather of an irrational un
belief There may be hundreds of 
legends extant in Catholic literature 
unworthy of credence; hut to re
ject because of these the whole mass 
of testimony concerning Our lady’s 
ability to hear and answer prayers, 
is to cast discredit on all testimony 
in every age and by every author to 
the miraculous and supernatural. 
And this sureh no one who is Ca
tholic enough to believe that the re
ligion of Jesus Christ is itself the 
most stuperxlou'- of miracles would 
wisli to do.

If we accept the witness of the Ca
tholic Church in regard to other mat
ters of faith there can be no valid 
reason for re lading what she bids 
us believe about the efficacy ot pray
er addressed to Our Lady and Mother 
in Heaven There is no better way 
to realize the truth of the Catholic 
religious all the wav through than 
to praettee it. and if our Anglican 
brethren would know for themselves 
the reality of Van's love for them 
personally and bet readiness to help 
and intercede with God on their be
half. let them test by calling upot. 
her devoutly in even hour of need, 
and just take it for granted that the 
Catholic Church knows wliat she is 
talking about when slie affirms and 
reiteiates so continually that Christ 
in addressing St John on the Cross 
in reality addressed us all, saving 
“Behold thv Mother," and that hav 
inc constituted her the universal 
Mother of all the redeemed. A1 
might v G<xi has quail lied her fo: 
hei office bv assuming her into hea
ven enthroning her at the tigh’ 
hand-of Jesus Church, her Son, and 
giving her command over a great 
retinue of ministering spirits, to do 
hei biddingSii ministering in those 
who look up to hei from every part 
of out far-off world and who neve 
cease to cry : “Holy Mary. Mot he: 
of God. pray for us sinners now and 
at the hour of our death."


