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earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us " (ver. 7). An 
earthen vessel, such was the “ mortal flesh "of the 
great apostle of the Gentiles. Emptv pitchers rep
resented what Gideon and his warriors were in
themselves. The lesson which their leader had just 
learned in the camp of Midian, the three hundred 
had also individually to realize. Like Paul’s 
earthen vessel, these empty pitchers were only fit 
to be broken. When God raises up a testimony, 
He only glorifies Himself in instruments which He 
has broken. He carried His gospel to the nations 
by a Saul whom He had previously cast down in 
the dust on his way to Damascus, and glorified the 
excellence of His power in a Paul whom He 
tinued to discipline to the end. 
every side,” said the apostle, “ yet not distressed ; 
perplexed, but not in despair ; persecuted, but not 
forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed ; always 
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus.................”

con-
“ Troubled on

Of what use were these empty pitchers ? To 
hold the lamps, the third and most important ele
ment in testimony for God ; to carry within them 
this treasure, the divine light, in order that, as the 
apostle says, “ the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our mortal flesh ” (2 Cor. iv. 10). If, 
in testimony, the trumpets represent the word of 
God, and the pitchers ourselves, what are the 
lamps but the life of Jesus, the light of Christ:. 
The first two elements only serve to make the

I
\


