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THE
'BEGINNER’S TAGE
Department Conducted by E. G. Hand

The beginner needs all the help he 
can get; the more help he gets the 
better beginner he will be—providing 
It Is real help; and the better beginner 
he Is the better bee-keeper he will be 
as a rule. The more good bee-keepers 
there are, the better for the bee­
keeping Industry. The more poor 
“ornery" ones there are, the worse fur 
It. I am sometimes forced to the con­
clusion that 1 am no great "shakes" of 
a bee-keeper myself, there are so manv 
things I don't know about keeping beas, 
and don't seem able to find out. "Ten 
or twelve years ago, when I was In the 
"baby class" myself, I knew It .pretty 
well, but since then the few things I 
have learned have somehow or other 
obliterated nearly all my orlgl.-.al 
knowledge. The beginner who starts 
out with a big stock of theory has an 
advantage over the one who has noth­
ing but a log full of bees to get him 
going, but each has a lot to learn, the 
first of practice, the second of prin­
ciples. All beginners need help, Just 
the same as older bee-keepers do, and 
If reading what may appear In this 
department from time to time may 
help any beginner to be a better be­
ginner than he otherwise would be, the 
writer will be glad that he wrote it.

The proper way to begin bee-keep­
ing (having first, of course, contracted 
the bee fever, without a liberal Infec­
tion of which you will not have the 
patience to follow the business through) 
Is to buy a book on the subject and 
subscribe for one or more "bee papers." 
The book will teach the student most 
of the principles and many of the par­
ticulars of the business, and the papers 
or periodicals will keep him posted on

everything new that turns up; :>nd 
new things keep turning up faster than 
one would Imagine. The beginner who 
goes to work according to the details 
laid down In a book printed twenty. 01 

even ten years ago, will, when he after 
wards rubs up against the “latest im­
proved" find that there has been a 
lot of things happened since the boot 
was written, lfttle things, perhaps, if 
looked at singly, but, taken In the a*, 
gregate, they make a pile of difference

Begin, then, with theory and Impa­
tience. Read and study every thins 
about bees you can get your hands on. 
Spend a winter at It. Then you am 
ready for the practical beginning. Th» 
best way (for the beginner) to make 
this beginning, Is to begin on some, 
body else's bees—with the somebody 
else there to show him how. Fortun­
ate Is the beginner who Is so situated 
that he can cut loose from everything 
else and spend a couple of summen 
working In the apiaries of the best bee­
keepers he can find, who will take him 
on. He will learn more In this way, 
and learn It better, than he will in 
twice the time working alone, and will 
be then In a position to get some be» 
of his own, and make them pay frnm| 
the start. Theory is very necessary to 
success, but few people are so conitl- 
tuted that they can or will follow the 
ory closely—at first. They may thlnl 
they are doing so, while they are 
Ing a lot of “side-steps'" that will ci 
them a lot to unmake. As Dr. Milli 
outs It In a recent Issue of "Gleanlni 
In Bee Culture" : "Wonderful how 
one can stray away from Instructs 
while really trying to follow them 
one has a genius that way.”

So. Mr. Beginner, present or pi 
pectlve, If you would make a sui 
of bee-keeping, get right to work 
books and papers—principally Imolu 
first. Load up with theory for all 
are worth, from now until the flr»t
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