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three miracles and their

MEANING.
By Professor James Stalker. D.D.

After giving the Sermon on the 
Mount as a specimen of the teaching 
of Jesus. the Evangelist proceeds to 
narrate a number of miracles as speci­
mens of his healing activity, In ful­
filment uf the programme laid down 
the last three verses of the fourth 
chapter. These are of great variety, 
as we perceive from the three of which 
to-day's lesson consists; for, while the 
first Illustrates his fidelity 
sale Law, as taught In the 
ter at the seventeenth verse, 
ond, on the contrary, supplies 
outlook on his relations to

the thing Is laughed out of you unless 
you are out-and-out. Perhaps the an­
swer given to this centurion. Ip verse 
7. ought to be a question—"Ai.

so. It 
man’s f

THE SECRET OF POWER.
The Christian who neglects hie Bible 

to feed on dreams and visions must 
expect to lament, "Oh, my leanness!" 
But he who shows himsalf In sym­
pathetic accord with the Master'* 
prayer, "Sanctify them by Thy Word " 
becomes partaker of the Divine nature 
and grows more and more unto the 
5ft.tUI3L°f ful,n**» of Christ. The Holy Qhoet Is called the Spirit of Pow­
er. Hla Influence Is the gre 
dynamic. The Lord said to 
clples on Ills departure. 'Tarry 
Jerusalem until ye l>e endued 
power." They waited -ten 
one accord, In prayer, until 
came from heaven wl

I to
and heal Mm?" This Is. "I, n 

Into the house of a Gentile?" If 
was Jesus who tempted this 
alth. as on other occasions he 

did that of others, to a loftier flight. 
And It responded, not only rising to 
the belief that the Htaler could cure 
at a distance, but putting this belief 
Into a telling and gracious form by 
borrowing an Image from hla own pro­
fession: as he was a man under au­
thority to those above him, yet at the 
same time with authority over those 
beneath him, so, he acknowledged. 
Christ was acting under God’s author­
ity, yet with authority over the powers, 
or perhaps the angels, of good and 
evil, who would go and come at his 
bidding. With this answer Jesus was 
delighted, as he always wan with an 
manifestation of faith, or with the 
and wisdom generated by faith. Never, 
he exclaimed, had he met with such 
faith In Israel as had been shown by 
this heathen. And then there rose be­
fore his mind’s eye 
thens streaming from the East and 
the.West Into the kingdom, to sit down 
in the brilliant banquet-hall, while the 
natural guests were, througl 
fault, thrust forth Into th 
outside. As gracefully as the centuri­
on had acknowledged his power to 

e, so did Jesus now give him what 
he had asked, as the reward of faith.

The Cure of Peter’s Wlfel Mother, 
—When the Saviour has attracted any- 

0f one to himself, he binds him not by 
one tie, but a hundred. He was thus 
casting the bands of & man over Peter 
when he made a pulpit of his boat and 
when he caused his nets to enclose a 
mighty draught of-fishes. And now he 
similarly casts cords of love round him 

gh his domestic affections. He

In

at moral 
Hlu dls- 

ye at 
with 

days, with 
it came. It 

t'h a sound as of
a rushing, mighty wind, and there 
peared unto them cloven to

to the Mo- 
fifth chap-

a wide 
other peo­

ples besides Israel, and the third re­
calls attention from this distant sur- 

to the domesticity of a scene In 
house of a disciple.

ap-
llke

Jed withas fire, and they were all fill 
the Holy Ghost. Acte il: 2-4. This was 
their qualification for the work of the 
kingdom. It seems to -me we have 
only slightly apprehended as yet the 
full significance of this manifestation 
of the tongue* of fire, 
to oome through the 
truth, and this wU 
1 Ished until the

ey
he
The Cure of a Leper.—This may have 

been the first case af leprosy dealt 
with by Jesus; yet the victim did 
doubt his ability to make him clean, 
but his willingness. It Is always more 
difficult to be persuaded of the love 
than of the power of the Saviour; we 
believe 1n general In his power to save 
all, but we are afraid to apply the 
principle to our own case. If Jesus 
had not before this cured other lepers, 
it would not have been surprising If 
this sufferer had even doubted his abil­
ity; for leprosy was and Is—for unhap­
pily It still exists In all the four con-

whlch
cope. In the minds of the ancients It 
was closely associated with sin, 
which it was supposed to be a retribu­
tion; and we muat still recognize, In 
Its horrible symptoms and progress, a 

of sin. If It Is not conta-

wU

The kingdom is 
propagation of 

1! never be accomp- 
. eloquence of the

Church, not in preaching only, but in 
holy living, la a veritable Gospel of 
flame. The time will come when men 
shall speak the Gospel, ’The Spirit 
gives tiiem utterance/’ In like manner; 
when the eloquence of truth shall bo 
heard to the burning point; when Uuy 
shall utter, as Milton eaJd, "thoughts 
that breathe In words that burn." 
This le preaching; ell else Is empty 
speech.—Dr. D. J. Burrell.

a vision of hea-

h their own 
e darkness

s—a very desperate disea 
medical skill can do

with 
le tolilt

LOVING WITH OUR MINDS.
Wei are tv Jove God with our minds 

ns well as with our hearts. That 
means that God Is to have possession 
of our thoughts as w'ell ae of our af­
fections. It means, also, 
fections are to be thi

vivid Image 
glous—a point about which there s°ems 
to be difference of opinion—then sin 
Is 1n this respect far worse than It; for 
sin Is contagious—in the highest de­
gree. But. the more It 1s an Image of 
■In, the more Is the cure of It by Jesus 
a prophecy of his po 
from sin also. The laying 

all

i

that our af- 
oug'htful and 

reasonable, that we are to think about 
our love and what love calls for. And 
we are to love our neighbors with as 
wise and true a love as that with 
which we love God. The mere Impulse 
of love will not always suffice. How 
can I show my love most helpfully? 
TCiLs is the ever necessary inquiry. 

„ . _________ »y alsleir is one of the most loving
touched was already clean. The mo- A PRAYER ~~ ^ut ^aff'e^ozerT peoDto^ave^fM'
live for restraining the cured man’s A PRAYER- low her l0 UJ Jf.‘Jnflt
“"y "layhav? been leat the au- O Lord, help us by that Spirit of lab«l Jobs of unselfishness she leaves
thorit es should refuse to attest the grace and supplication that our pray- behind her." She loved with eiverv-
cure If they knew how it had been er mav be In the Spirit and our de- thing except her mind. Her unseiflsh-
wrought; but there are other cases sires inbreathed hy Thyself, and so be created more burdens than it re-
a so which prove that, while the Sa- mire to be answered. We would not ,,ev«d- She left, wherever she went
viour demands witness bearing from living Thee our own foolish wishes We a meM of well-meant kindnesses which
alL he sometimes, for wise reasons, would prny much rather for that chief- were not reasoned, which required
limita It or gives It a particular dlrec- eel good, that our wills n ay be brought work on ^ part of many others in
tlon- Into perfect conformity with Thy will, order to redeem her assurances, w

The Cure of the Centurion’s Servant. 80 that whatsoever Thou duet command she went serenely on her way, happy
—Or was It his son? The word may we mav delight to do It, and what- J" the ,hou*bt of her thoughtless love,
signify either servant or son; and soever Thou dost appoint we may be duty we owe to God needs
some prefer the one and some the patient and cheerful to hear. We have to b? discharged with all the faculties 
other signification. If it was his ser- often enough striven against Thy pro- have> m,nd and soul, as well au
vant, our respect for the centurion is vidences. and Thy higher purposes and ,a»î and 8trength. And in our human
enhanced; for It Is much rarer to die- commandments, and we have found , t_°na wH1 t0 be helpful needs
play such anxiety and take such pains that It has boen vain for us to kick e*iirk,hed and directed by the
for a servant than for a son; and he against the pricks, ai.d that we have ïî,!îf by the ^h*>le intellect

teach Christians a lesson about on,y wounded ourselves thereby. We *,./et.and Keen , perceive and reason
>g transactions with the Saviour a*k *<*, Joyful submission, that we vüL 22 ”f eETaueet.,?0£el,ble ier"
t their servants. He was a hea- may desire nothing of which we are not Sf’Jf ST'S®, ?h,ch wH1 helP m<wt-

then, stationed at Capernaum, prob- that Thou dealrest It too. Amen. sKJÏJ «LÈw ïî» t„!?an ,cnfu,ï
ably In the service of Herod Antlpaa, „-------------------------------- SndLJL « whTrh Ï2 , a deed
but laid hold uf. aa we learn from the lf Kolng to run a race you urto^TntTreït to ,Pay 1 U‘~,
ar'n,1îler,ï?d, T" Plcture,<iue narrative would flr.t put down all the parcel! u»e or to «ve‘ItVït^belnr a^LlU *
of the Jews,^mf1 now‘by'the‘mlnUtry ^ hav* Uecn c,rr>lng- A"d lf '"France-Sunday School Tfm*.
of Christ. There are In the New Tes- you had a ht*avy llllle Parcel In your ------------------- ----------------
lament four centurions mentioned, and pocket, you w'ould take that out and k®1 tbe churches everywhere cease 
they are all remarkable, being both lay It down, too, because it would hln- Pray,n* for a "coming revival" and
fine specimens of the natural man, and der you In runnlnr Ynn m d€v,ote themselves to the dally care of
responsive to the appeal of the High- ,,pLr ,h«n ^ o “ f°U*’ to the ceaseless Inculcation of
est when It came to them. I once better tban to aaY. I will put down truth and righteousness
asked a soldier why It was that, when the Parcel8 which I have 1n my bands, coûtant rebuke of aocli
soldiers are Christians at all, they are but nobody can see the one In mv vl?es’ a,ld they wU1 8
such splendid ones; and he said It was pocket, so that one won’t matter 1» f0 OU* °f. a pr*ent rev
because In the army you are not al- Y011 would "lay as?de everv w^iht » lnc^ase ln wholesome 1
lowed to be a half-and-half Christian: f R Havernf V Welght’ “ portion as their faith

n xiavergai. George C. Lorlmer.

ve won the love of many In 
the same way—of those, for example, 
who, that evening when the Sabbath 
was past, brought their distressed 
relatives round the house where he was 
being entertained, and experienced 
from him such sympathy and tender­
ness as recalled the words In the fifty- 
third of Isaiah.—Sunday School Times.

Aberdeen. Scotland.
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afraid to touch was an act of rare 
considérât! 
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but did It not involve 
It In ceremonial unclean­

ness? No, because the Impurity 
before his touch, and the bod
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