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CHURCH UNION.—I1,
‘
(By J. M. Harper, M.A,, Ph. D).

The two fundamental warrants,
which 1 referred to in my last article,
and which place the question of church
union on a basls assuring to the intel-
ligence of the three churches in Can-
ada proposing to be united organical-
ly, have been, or once were, recognized
as being substantial by the Rev. John
Mackay, at least that gentieman tells
us that nine years ago he “was an ar-
dent supporter of the union move-
ment,” The two warrants I have been
emphasizing, were then as palpable to
him, no doubt, as they are to all of
us now. But he claims that certain
disappointments have led him to make
& closer study of the whole question,
and to make up his present attitude
on the proposed church union in Can-
ada. That is, Dr. Mackay confesses to
having forsaken the eternal or fixed
aspects of a discovered evolution, and
Is now willing to go his ow: galt amid
sundry “bugaboos” he has succeeded
in mustering; to divert public atten-
tion, from the dlvinity in the evolution
tself, to the mistakes which certaln
union advocates may possibly make
while following In the trend of the
evolution. When Dr. Mackay was a
boy, It must have been somewhat un-
balancing for other youngsters to be
with him on a dark night—If his pro-
ficlency In calling up startling “shapes
and fancies” was as fully developed
then as It is now. An evolution is an
evolution—no mishap but a verity-—-—
however men in their weakness may
make mistakes in their endeavors to
heip it out or to retard it. As 1
buinted out, there is a God's divinity as
well as a human necessity in the main
movement towards union; and, if Dr.
Mackay was once an nest advocate
of union, he Ig now only palavering
with first principles, when he claims
that he 1s not a unionist any longer.
What he would have us, perhaps, un-
derstand from his present attitude is
that he has made up his mind to vote
against union, as no doubt many
others In af three churches have. That
's his own burden to bear. But surely
no Presbyterian College Principal—one
out of our six—is going to pose a la
Mrs. Partington, as one who would
turn an evolution out of its eternal
course. If he be out on a canvass for
votes, then I for one have no more to
say about the matter. I have no sym-
pathy with a polemic of that sort. I
have had my say in your paper, sir,
over the fundamentals of union, more
t‘hnn a year ago. The Joint Union
Committee has had its say, as many
others have had their say, on the first
principles which lie as the basis of
the guestion. And Dr. Mackay must
surely see with the rest of us that his
pleadings are somewhat out of order,
speaking as one would at a publie
meeting. Yet not to be discourteous, it
may be worthour while to take note of
some of the eccentricities of Dr, Mac-
kay's polemie, which savours, I am
afraid. more or less of the average
politician looking for a triumph for his
way of pleading. The Union Commit-
tee. as 1 take it, who have just been
telling us that there is no “Case
against Church Union,” have been la-
boring for no triumph for union. Their
task is done, and has been well done.
An evolution that can boast of its war-
rant as coming from God, at least as it
s plainly laid down In the Word of
God, and its other warrant as coming
trom our own necessities and commer-
::'I‘I.l fcomm:)n-mlule. needs no canvass-

Or votes, as In an ordinary strug-
gle in behalf of some secondary lmpulfe
or silly conventi nality, And, hence,
n referring to Dr, Mackay's line of
contention, there s little of a purpose
t.o ::rvel. u;: to take note, as from
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From his first article, as well
from his third. Dr, Mackay seems 3
stand In awe of any step that might
be taken to be an imitation of the
polity of the Roman Catholic church,
Did he get this dread from his ances-
try, or is he only anxious to arouse it
in the breasts of those who are prone

to make more of thelr prejudices than
of solid argument, while discussing
with their neighbors any public ques-
tlon? In this dread, which he reveals
in a rhetoric not devold of something
that looks just a little like cunning, he
accuses the Unlon Commlittee, in ticlr
message to the people, of advocating
one legisiative head for the proposed
united church—a legislative head which
Dr. Mackay has no hesitation in pre-
senting to his readers as o veritable
Protestant Pope. As a matter of fact,
the Union Committee have advocated
nothing. They have merely told us
that there Is no insurmountable im-
pedient to unlon on the part of the
three churches in negotlation. Yet
Dr. Mackay undertakes to tell those
who are going to vote for or against
union, that it is easy for a single legis-
lative centre to persuade itself that it
is controlled by the Spicit of Christ,
while it may be only following Its own
ambitlons or corrupt tendencles, and
that the smaller the group the more easy
the deception, Having the dazzling
prestige and- far-reaching power of
such a position, a single man or group
of men may enforce on the world “a
mere human whim as the mind and will
of Christ.” 1In other words, with the
dread of Roman policy upon him,
or with the desire to Inoculate
others with such a dread, Dr. Mackay
places himself in the embarrassing po-
sition of saying that a divinely war-
ranted evolution should be turned
back, because there are always wicked
men around to utilize it as a means of
promoting their own personal aggrand-
izement. Have the denominations, pro-
prosing to unite, been brought up in the
fear of a pope or in the light of a dem-
ocratic religious freedom and intelli-
gence? =
And, as if that were not enough fo
him to allege, he further tells us that
the Roman Cathollc church is in no
true sense a national church, as if the
Union Committee had been holding be-
fore their eves the Roman Catholic
system as a model all the time théy were
preparing their verdict as to whether
there were impediments to union or not.
And who will tell us what this means
if it be not palpable nonsense? “No
church controlled by eccleslastics,”
says this anti-unionist, “can be a na-
tional church, and no church as hete-
rogeneous, as the nmew union church
would be, could be anything else but
controlled by ecclesiastics in a very
short time.” All of which means, if it
means anything, that since the new
united church cannot be a national
church or may become a national
church through the wire-pulling of its
ecclesiastics under whom there can be
no national church, the idea of church
union should not be entertained. In-
deed, such pleading Is so provocative
to drollery that one had better drop
it just here, even if there be a prob-
ability of others looking for more of
it, in some of the other paragraphs of
Dr. Mackay's articles.

The question as to how the vote Is

going to go is troubling no one, as
it seems to be troubling Principal
Mackay. There is no canvass of any
kind on foot in favour of union, as far
as I have heard, among the churches.
What troubles us more, than any final
iszue from the ruling of the Union
Committee, 1s that one of our six Pres-
byterian College principals should so
far forget himself as to mystify the
raison d’etre of the movement which
is as surely of divine warrant as that
the sun shines, if the members of the
Union Committee are to be looked up-
on as being sane.
Quebec, Que.

Current Literature for December has
a most varied as well as a most at-
tractive table of contents. Among the
leading articles are: “Is Mrs. Eddy's
Leadership in Danger?” Mark Twain's
Idea of Heaven. “What Think Ye of
Christ”? — some twentieth century
views. Scientific Press on the Polar
Expedition of Doctor Couk. In "Re-
cent, Poetiy” will be found verse of
considerable merit. $3.00 per year.
Current Literature Publishing Co., 41-
43 25th street, New York.

BRITISH MAGAZINES.

At this season of the year man; of
our subscribars will b selecting their
periodical literature for the ensuing
year, and we desire again to “ring to
their notice the sterling mou‘hlles
which come to us from Britain. “hey
The Contemporary Review, The
teenth Ceatury and After, The
Forinightly, and Blackwood's Edin-
burgh Magazine. The first three are
$4.50 each, and Blackwood's $300.
They are all exact reprints of the o
iginal publications, and by addressing
“The Leonard Scott Publication Com-
pary, 7 and ® Warren Street, New
York City, the clubbing prices of two
or more may be ascertained, The
November copies of all the above have
bLeen on our table for several weeks,
and are replete with best thqughts o
the best writers in the mother land.

The November Studio contains much
that will interest all lovers of Art.
All the {llustrations are well executed,
and there are several pages devoted
to the reproduction of oil paintings,
colored etchings, mezzotints, ete. The
Art of Edward John Gregory, R.A., by
A. Lys Baldry, is illustrated by num-
erous engravings; and in “Table Talk"
correspondents In the leading citles of
Furope in able letters give * m-
pressions of current Art in coniiaental
Art circles. As we have ftin sald be-
fore The Studio is, so far as we know,
the best perlodical of th's kind pub-
lished anywhere. Address--i4 Leicorter
Syuare, London, W.C.

A TRIP TO ALASKA.

A trip to Alaska Is one seldom un-
“dertaken by people in the British Isles,
and of the many bookings undertaken
by the Grand Trunk Railway officials
in London, few tickets show the des-
tination to be that part far north of
Canada, where coal and gold, together
with meteorological observations, are
often supposed to be the chief reason
for the existence of that land. That
such a trip can be made with little out
of the ordinary fatigue of travelling is
well proved by a recent communieca-
tion sent to Mr. Fred C. Salter, Euro-
pean Traffic Manager of the Grand
Trunk Railway, from Mr. Bromley
Challenor, F.R.G.8.,, who has just re-
turned from the north-western limit
of the North American Continent. The
letter has an added interest by reason
of the fact that on the day of the offic-
fal opening of the Grand Trunk Ralil-
way’'s new offices at 17-19 Cockspur
street, SW., Mr. Challenor was the
first person to book a passage with the
company for Canada. On Dominion
provision made for the journey, and,
provision made for the juorney, and,
in the first week In October, back in
England again, the well-known geog-
rapher has been pleased to write to the
Grand Trunk offices expressing his en-
tire satisfaction with the easy way In
which the journey was accomplished.
After thanking the rallway officials
for making his means of transporta-
tion pleasant and comfortable, he
says: “I was very pleased, indeed, with
both the road and rolling stock «
your company, and in my opinion it Is
second to none on the Continent ot
Ameriea. The arrangements you made
for me very much added to my comfort
and enabled me to reach my dest'na-
tion in the quickest possible time, and
I must say 1 experienced the greatest
clvility from the company's staff dur-
ing my pascage on your road. The
route you worked out for me was n
most Interesting one, and coming back
as I did, over the Rockies and the
Great Lakes, I did not travel over a
single mile a second time except the
short run between Sarnia and Toronto.
Will you be good enough to send me
particulars of your ‘Round the World
Tours.! I am thinking that next
spring I may have another run out to
the west, and if I do, I should like to
return home via the east.” Thus the
whole of Great Britain is quickly put
In touch by this great rallway system,
with what frequently is sald to be the
uttermost parts of the earth.—Dublin
(Ireland) Dally Express, Oct. 19, 1909,




