
THE PROVIDENCES OF THE YEAR. God brings good out of evil in his over- SPECIAL SERVICES IN ENGLAND*
The Providences of the year. The 

things that happen—how are they to be
ruling Providence.

Now take Russia, with a bad tyrannical
The British Weekly has asked many 

ministers in Birmingham and Bristol,
regarded ? The question ii too deep for ffovernment, but on the whole a loveable England, where the remarkable Torrey. 
us to be able to give a completely satis- end «tmple-hearted, common people. Alexander services were held, for a can- 
factory answer. One could not venture These P'°P,e ut Ru“la * ,hou’ . did expression of opinion as to resuits 
to say everything that has happened, years behind the free Canadian peo. le m accomp|ished. Letters from twenty or 
either in the life of a nation, or the life ol politicml. civil and religious libert). In thirty pr0minent pastors are published, 
a person, during the past year, was dir- Russia, the Greek Chureh is a deepoti«m and it i, plain to sec that the "personal 
ectly arranged beforehand, though doubt- ‘«king ,he children Irom the control of equation’ has something to do with the 
less many things may be directly arrang- their parents. Freedom of speech, tree views expressed Here and there a 
•d by God. In some cases, God may dom of the press, freedom to hold public pasior wiile-v that lie has received no up- 
allow the natural laws lie has made to meetings, the right to be fairly tried on m, anti „o accessions, while another in 
work out their natural result, as a lesson accusation-all these things which we the same neighborhood finds his pra>er 
and warning. Sometimes ,t looks as if prize so highly in Canada, are things un- meetings doubled, his missionary activ- 
He lets men run the length of their tether, k"°»n in Russia. But these things are ities quickened and his church roll great-

beginning to be talked about, even in jy lengthened. The increase there as 
Russia, and are bound to come, even

as Napoleon, for instance ; but only to 
the length of their tether, after all.
-Thus l.r and no farther." God's way, though somewh .lowly ; and one In-
Of Providential working, in these respects, Huence that is helping to bring them is upon the seed or the sower. One m.n

—_______   r-.L____ Thaw ar. hevnnd the ,he w*r between Russia and Japan, ister reports that lully one «bird of the
I . „r ,1, . or hu nan intelligence Russia needs Ihe help of her people ; but four thousand converts in Bristol were

* the people are discontented because they identified with the English Church.
But one thing, at least, s ent very plain r r ; s nr Those who report the largest accessions
—God evidently does overrule happenings S P *> find tlu-m gathered from their own Sunday
in the national, and also in the individual se -goveriimen , so a le ussia schools and Christian Endeavor Societies,
life, in such a way as to bring good out rulers will be compelled by the war to bu, confess ,bat ,he ordinary means of
of apparent evil. try and please the people by granting thc church had not brought these parties

We have spoken of national happen- them some liberty; and liberty as we lo ,, decision. One minister, in hearty
FfUwe In the war between Japan and know. » leav*n lhat spreads and sympathy with the evangelists, criticises

■ ,, «vmna,hize to a ureal ex spreads like the leaven that the womaa Ireely but kindly the “midnight missionsRussia, we all sympathize to a great ex P , and -children's services." in each of
tent with piucky little Japan, whose re- _____ which it was only too evident the hearers
Warkabie resistance to the huge country of The ga|ne inciplc of providential »' re not capable of rational decision, the 
Russia has caused estomshment and admit- . . obscrvcd ;n our individua| children on account of immaturity and
etion- Japa.1 is spoken of commonly as a ^ ^ thmg, happen to ue which the night tramp, on account ol into,.-
r^ore respect "for true progress and^oTthc nders,and ; then we fume, “.reful survey of all the replie.

P . nl ihe neoole than and ^rel’ and a *^ese things are brings to mind the saying of the Saviour
constitutional tig P . against us”; but they may not be against lhat ,he kingdom of heaven ii as the
the ««ailed Christian country of Russta. ^ ^ M They may wm ,0 ,t dr,wing o( ‘ nct which enclose, fish of
It has been a dreadful war, and it wrings ^ (h be jntended for our dis. ,|| kinds, some to be gathered up end
our heart, to think of the widow, and ^ bu( af|crwa,d |jke ,he carrying saved, and some to be again sorrowfully
orphans, the meimed and wounded J E th,„ happening, committed to the ... The evangelists
sold era. on both sides. Now coming J / . . r ® have now begun a three months camback to the application of the doctrine of meant o blessing,. paign Uv«rpool| wher, . lab„n,cle
Providence can we say that God directly Speaking again, lor the moment, of accomodati0g 7,000 was erected especial- 
providence, ca ■ f LJ war, it n another suggestive indication |y for their meetings. The same almost
ordained an or er p cf ^ overru|ing Providence of God, ihat overwhelming popular interest which has
this suffering? Here we arrive a a great blow to war in general, is likely greeted Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander in
place where we, finite creatures, cannot to be . n 1he ,p,ofic war between other cities of the British Isles, w«« evid- 
•peak with assurance of the plan, of the a||d Russia A„ |he great nationl enced in the initial services at Liverpool,
infinite God, with whom on. day a, a ^ Mrlh are now a- j arbitralion 
thousand year, and a thousand year. a. wi|h each 0,her. agreeing to
one day. settle their differences with u’ war; and

this readiness to agree to settle disputes 
But it does look as if, in the matter of has no doubt been providertially quicken 

overruling for good, some great designs ed by the horror caused by the w.ir be
ef Providence are visibly unfolding them- tween Russia and Japan, 
selves, so far as the war between Japan 
and Russia is concerned, before our very

here, and as truly now as in the past, 
depends quite as much upon the soil as

*

I The writer once had a friend who liter
ally kept a daily account with the Lord. 
On one elde ot the ledger he credited 
himself, -h whatever he did for the Lord; 
the money he gave to religious or benevo
lent causes, Ihe kind actions which he 
performed, the various efforts which he 
put forth at soul-saving and euch like. 
On the other side he put down whatever 
the Lord did for him If a friend cheered 
him on his way ; if health was restored

I.t

A word in conclusion. Another year, 
with what we call its uncertainties, has 

Take first the case ol Japan. By been ushered in. There is no uncertain
God in Providence is

eyes.
the alliance with Great Britain, the great ness with God
Christian nation, Japanie becoming more constantly overriding ail sorts of happen- . . ....................
friendly to the teaching, of the Christian ing, for the spiritual and final good of after stekne , ; Itsome U".V*c«£ P1*- 
eountries, so that the cities, and pone, those who love Him and endeavor to sure cam. to htm; ,f he was prospe ed

ra e mbcse ïH'sssxxz. ssa cs& tr-itr*- 65arise. Then it is very evident that the th|„g that aen be against us. Let us usc •• he said one day, I can never get 
admiration for Japan entertained by put our whole iruet in Hi. wi-dom. Hi. ba|ance , am simply getting hopeless- 
China 11 giving Japan a great influence power, and Ilia overruling mercy, end 
and leadership in Chine. It look» as if thus make 1905 a year always of hope
Japan would be widely Christianized, and and happiness_____________
then lhat Japan would be the Providential |t •„ announced that the Dominion 
instrument for the widespread Christiani- government bus given contracts for two 
sation of China. And all this growing, more Marconi stations, one to be at 
te a great eatent, out of the war between White Roche, Labrador, and the other it 
Jdp'an and Russia, thus showit_ how Point Rich, Newfoundland. ------

hi

ly into debt. The Lord’s side of the ac
count is assuming alarming proportions, 
and my side is so poor and insignificaat 
in comparison that I have resolved to 
give up keeping the account and simply 
acknowledge myself a hopeless bank
rupt.”
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