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and li.e world wondered at the answer he re- 
ceired.O

' rpUn Ai.int Unnr • If the Lord our God has purposes of large
. I 116 y U1BI tlUUI . • mercy toward the world of this generation,

Sf so that "nations that knew not Him shall tun
eeoeeeooeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeetteeeeeeeeee*»# „nl0 Him," ho. .haii He r,ach them w„h

ESSS
bV REV. w. J. clash, LOMDore, ont. heroic deeds. Me • are not always the same, preacher ? may P* . . . ,

And it came to pass after many days, ». i. The hero does not .ways act like a hero,and “n"d * d j ,re lli;i |o0d glf„ of
Of all kinds of service that God's chtldten the coward is somet nes brave, 
may render, there is perhaps no one form I >hy servant fear tne Lord from ray youth, 
harder than waiting, just v ailing His will. ». r a. This was something to be grateful 
And it is a service which is required not in- for» afid something worth remembering. He 
fit fluently. Many a poor invalid lies year may have faltered, but his life through he 
after year, longing to go out to active ser- bad sought to serve God. I don t know that 
vice ; and yet God's providence says "Wait!" » man can say anyth,ng better for himself 
It is hard to realize, but none the less glor- Iban that, and if he can say it truthfully.then 
iously true, that "they also serve, who only whatever weakness there may be in him, yet 
stand and wait." God will deliver. Start life in the fear of

And Ahab called Obadiah. v. 3. Even a God and its goal will be glorious, 
king needs a counsellor. No one is so suf
ficient to himself that there do not arise 
crises when he is led to see that he needs 
some one to advise with. Happy it is for 
us when we know of a wise and faithful 
friend upon whom we may call for advice, 
and who, we know, will advise free from any 
selfish motive.

Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly, v.

the living God who gives or withholds at Hiiuoa wno gives or wuniiuiu» ei i in 
Then, if the rain is lacking long 

enough, they will, like Ahab, hunt the world 
for some Elijah who will know God’s coven
ant, and how to take ho'd of it eoai to pray 
down first the fire to convince, and then the 
tain to bless and heal.

God has a purpose of special and effectual 
mercy, not only to nations, but also to the 
whole world. This petition from our Lord's 
own lips—“Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven,"—is yet coming down in a glor
ious answer. “The earth shall be covered 
with the knowledge of the glory of the 
as the waters cover the sea." “T1™ ' 
the Lord of hosts shall perform this,"

But how shall it be done f

need to set His Bible up, first before His 
people, and then before the whole 

world, as actually His own word, every jot of 
which His honor stands pledged to fulfil 
God “hsi magnified His word above all Hit 
name.” Until His people have again learn- 

do the same, they are powerless to win

will.

r
Bella Story.

LordAnother Covenant Chapter.
The zeal ofThe prophet Elijah looked over his own 

land—the land of the ten tribes—and he 
saw that his people had "forsaken the coven-

and «lain His prophets with the sword.'1 The 
great purpose was born into his soul, to turn 
the heart of the nation back again to the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Elijah was like his great progenitor Jacob, 
he>as of a practical turn of mind. If a

».•»“-‘‘•va-b/sriîit
old saying puts it, “Fear God, ye saint,and the hear! of this nation, so that it thill heir *™uh °lhlll ,cal|y .mdcrstandfthat the
then ye will have nothing else to fear. If my message and heed it ? It was a big pro- , , ,, - .. i , j pone is like Obadiah, hi, fear of God will bien a, big a problem then a. it would be to- *"»>« B«* 1 ï^dXh” it h„
make him strong to do the right thing «tiny day, but !Elijahi knew he had - great God be- ^ luch , (Mlible way for Him to do
cos,, and when the test comes, he will no. h.nd him ,n ^enterprise, ^id he™™,

l’eradventure we may find grass to save the make the «allier a Pr«ch"-»"d '!’**,h™ld lh“e7, covenant hold upon the rainbow cov. 
horses and mules alive, v. 5. How strange- speak for the living God and for him as His and thcn l0 g\yC them faith and cour-
ly mingled are the fates, not only of human P'ophctso that lineI woudI be glad to hear ((J |(a(J i|)e hul*bltd nalionl l0 ,he ,h,one 
beings, but even the lower animals are call- the message he had to dc iver. J modern rendition of the
ed upon to suffer tor man’s folly and wicked- He appeared before Ahab, and announc- J. ’ Mount Carmel will fulfil

P I, „ well ,0 recognise the fact, how- ed what he was going to do and then disap own word “ht. v« ™y Ài'l come,
impossible we find it to explain, and at peared. For three years and six months , ,, .l: u The first thine that

least it should deepen our sense of moral re- there was neither dew nor rain in Israel, and ' ' d .mona God’s own V'o-
sponsibility. Ahab wished to save the cattle, the land longed to see and hear Elijah with ( „ f,ilh in lhe plena,y inspiration of
and yet their suffering was the result of h . * ?. here”^7 Israê 'h= «hole Bible.even of the book of Gene,!,,
own 1 doing. When we see how far spreads round, Behold Elijah is here, all Israel , , ,nM„j hill failure eventhe result of,in, we should hate i, with per- gathered ». Mount Carmel, read, to watch h07te,.helming succe.., he"
feet hatred, and shun it whenever we arc ever, movement and l.sten to every word as ^ ,hedlhjng h, had hcarl upo„

“ And he knew him, and fell on hi, face, v. ° Then in the presence ol the nation, and of "“J?.«omuhst'd*» ''imuulem’’* XoZ 
7. Obadiah is overcome when he meets the the defeated prophets of Baal, Elijah prayed 1 whisnered in his car as it
prophet. One reason doubtless, is the urn down fire uP°n ,he ,.cr,fice ; and next .njhe -u . rhou ,Phalt not ,« dt.„h
expectedness of it. 1 he last man he had quid of the mountain top, the man who lh . ,v h .. alwcd
thought to meet that day was Klijih. And knew how to pray upon G 3d s promise, pray- „ .. . ...... h • prepare for,heregis this possibility of the unexjwcted ail ed down an.bund.race of r. a. upon , « ” «^HU tÜîl Sw
about us. If it is borne in mind, it certainly thirsty land, and die message went home lo ___’__ . r„, w— ,v,.ishould save us from ennui. We know not, the heart of every man, women, and child in lc ' c L ‘ hj ’ h jd 1 î.^*, 
any moment, bu, some great crisis may be j-™ H« is the God. the ^.^cSÜ thlS?
thrust upon us. The other thought I hat I.ORD, He is the God. { .......
overesme Obadiah was doubtless the strong If we look out over the Christian world Shall it have to be through the terrible 
character of the prophet. Obadiah served just now, may we not moan as Elijah did, famine preacher that the coming Elijah shall
Jehovah himself, but did it quietly. He “Th, people have forgotten thy covenant, speak?
would never dare to beard the king as Elijah Ihcy are turning their backs on thy house of
had done, and so the milder, weaker nature prayer, and despising or denying thy mes- inhabitants of the world will learn righteous-
does deference to the stronger. And yet sage." ness.” "Let favor be shown to the wicked
each in his place was useful. If God has Are there any Elijahs now upon whose yet will he net learn righteousness," God 
meant us for Obadiahs, we need not distress heart Gid can so lay these things that they has long tried the “favor” giving “rain from
ourselves because we cannot be Elijahs shall indeed travail in birth for Italians, not heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our heart

When I come and tell Ahab, and he can- merely for individuals ? The promises with food and gladness.” It may be that
not find thee, he shall slay me, v. 11. We through a crucified Christ are for the nations, now, even in great mercy, He will effectual-
are tempted to despise this man whose first “So shall He sprinkle many nations.” John ly try the other way, sending judgments that
thought was for hi, own safety, and yet he Knox, with his face to the earth, wrestled shall "shake terribly the earth,” and prepare
is the same man who risked his life to save for the nation—"0 God, gire me Scotland." the inhabitants of the world to receive their

3. The fear of the Lord had taken a deep 
hold upon hi, life. He seems to have been 
of a quiet, peaceable disposition, one who 
naturally shunned danger ; and yet he was so 
ruled by his fear of God that, when it was a 
question between his own safety and duty,he 
did not hesitate, but cared for the prophets 
of God at the risk of his own life. As the

fail.

"When thy judgments are in the earth,the


